

New bomb kills foui^ 
wounds 30 in Algeria 
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a people and 

jU on rnoay m a town in western Algeria, 
^ r^oven^nt p:unty forces said. The toll from a bomb 
: .Ijiast-at another town, Khemis MiJiana, on Thursdav 

■has risen to 15 dead and 25 wounded, they added. 



An independent Arab political daily published by the ,^dan Press Foundation 


Turkish troops kill 22 Kurdish 
fighters in southeast 

TUNCELI (lii — Turkish troops killed 22 Kurdish 
rebels in clashes overnight in south-eastern T\irkey, 
officials said on Friday. Tlte heaviest fighting was in 
the nigged eastern province of Tunceli, where 10 Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) rebels were killed in a 
sweeping offensive backed by U.S.-made Cobra and 
Sikorsky' helicopters, military officials said. The guer- 
rillas were killed as army troops manoeu\'red to cut 
them off ai key points in the mountains and prevent 
them fleeing w'estwards. array sources said. One sol- 
dier was wounded. Turkey's army has stepped up its 
drive against the rebels in recent weeks, seeking to 
take advantage of potential disorder within the PKK 
ranks after the arrest of their leader, Abdullah Ocalan, 
in Italy last month. 
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Israel steps up pressure on Palestinians 
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ISRAH- SllEPPED up pres- 
gne CO ibe Pafestioian Nation- 
: d Ainiwrity (PNA) on Riday 
.g; cutial anti-Israeli violence, 
jgping ' Palestinian oftidals 
gom eotering or leaving a 
.^^.Bank town where two 
. ^lis were attacked by a 
■■ iiiiQb. ■ 

: The Lsraeti army said it enset- 
. ^ outside Ramal- 

' lah'^ (fid not allow Palestin- 
jmofficials.policeandseatri- 
Qr men. to pass until it woo a 
pfecige frcffio tite n^A 'to take 
strong action against rioters" 
trix) atradtfd the Isra^ on 
\\fednesday. 

^^'Afiertfae commitnient was 
node, the roadblocks were 

;WaTiiinfle d_'' the army b.tiH in a 
Stgwniertt. 

^ The brief blockade was the 
1^ sign of mounting Isradi- 
•paiHrffrrian lensioDS ah^ of a 
- 12 to 15 ^'isit to Israel and 

'Palesdnian-cxmtrolled areas by 
; O.S. PresideDt Bill Clinton. 

_ . Mustapha Issa. the Palestin- 
. jao governor of Ramallah, told 
Reusxs the Israeli anny had 
Mocked oS the noctfaetn 
asraoce to the city but a side 
io^ only 10 meties away was 
'l^i^iea. 

Tsr^ Prime Minis^ 
Batyamin Netanyahu poined 
aura spexn on his Palestinian 
peace partners in remarks 
Ixoaikast (n Friday, accuring 
tfetd of hying to wreck tie 
^ River land-for-secuiity 
axbd' 

^ : Palestinians said 
ffclanyahu's invective' was ' 
smed at appearing his own 
coditioBi pvmers who expose 
,£b deal rigned at the 'White 
.HpDseoaO(2.23. 

' Ndaiiyabu, who announced 
Aisweric he was suqtenifing 
die . handover of mexe "West 
Barit land to the Palestinians, 
^.I^l could iKX proceed 
viih business as usu^ after 



A Palestinian waves his stick at two Jewish settiers threatening Him with their dog as they fonre him to leave a land 
they occupied in lUrmnsaiya on the West Bank on Friday. Jev^h settlers opened fire toward Palestinians who were 
protesting the occupation of their lands (AFP photo) 


Wednesday's attack on the 
Israeli soldier and dvzliaa in 
KamaDah. 

- mufttril you'that fhxn tiie 
mcKxieot we redimed from the 
yfye confisrence. n^rettably. 
we have seen an ongoing 
attenqX by the Palestinians to 
diss(dve tiie agreement, to 
igncR the agreement or to vio- 
late it cnidely," be said in an 
address late on Thursday. 

His new conditions for ced- 
ing West Bank land have 


drawn fire fnom botii Palestiiii- 
ans and the United Sates. 

The Israeli cabinet has 
demanded that I^lesiiruan 
l^ideot Yasser Arafat halt 
'indrement," promise not to 
declare an independent state 
next May, and announce tiiat 
laael never agreed to free 
jriled Palestinians with 'ttlood 
on their hands.'’ 

'This announcement by the 
Israeli government was 
inspired by irrtema] IsraeU pol- 


itics atri iK>t anything that ttan- 
^xred," Arafar aide Ahmad 
lllM told Israel's Channel Two 
televiskxL 

’’After the patient was saved 
at Wye Itivtf. someone has 
shot in tiie foot" srid TlbL 

Under the U.S.-btoketed 
peace deaL Israel last month 
began a gradual three-month- 
Icng handover of 13 per cent 
of the West Bank in return for 
Palestinian security' and politi- 
cal measures. Netanyahu's 


cabinet said the next land 
ttansfor. due shady afier Clin- 
ton’s visit, was ccatingeot on 
its con(fition$ being mei. 

Trying to daui^ strong 
U.S. criticism. Netanyahu told 
Seoex^ of State Madeleine 
Albri^t that he bas made no 
new demands on the Palestini- 
ans wiule suspending a West 
Bank pullbaric, his senior 
adviso* said Friday. 

(Contimied on page 12) 


Iraq asks Annan 
to curb UNSCOM 
intelligence links 
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BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s 
Dqxity Pdzne Minister Tareq 
Aziz-has asked U.N. Secre- 
taryGeoeial Kofi Annan to 
aa.ril^ged contacts between 
UN. ams inspectexs and 
^ktxsm inlelli^ice agen- 
cies,. Iratp newspapers said 
OQlrid^,. . 

/ilh^.'Said Aziz wrote to 
Atman on Thursday saying 
^ litks-which the UN. Spe- 
Commission 
'(UNSCOM) inspectors 
ifevdpped with An»icatL 
Bdtish -and Israeli intelli- 
Smee threatened Iraq's 
'^(nri security and under- 
UN. credibility. 

thtf urgent aeps 
to stop the liitits 
tbe UNSCOM and 
^^^eoce apparau^, 
of countries with a 
policy towards Iraq." 
Aziz-sud. . 

'A^diedpress reports last 
planned U.S. air 
^fe»%ainsi Iraq — called 
iSi'? last moment after 
down (XI a 
fo '9op cooperating 
.UNSGOM — would 
,5^ targeted mili tary sites 
be^ of infor- 
from seven 
WSepM inspec- 


that infonna- 

■^ .riiioa Iraq which the 
.•'i^^KSOMobtaned under 
fie.awer of [UN.l Security 
-w5? were 

Aao^qycsr to the Pentagon 
American nuli- 
were based on 
5^* he said in the letter, a 
was published 

lot - United States and 
■ ontem lave ^d they remain 
^ militaiy action 


■igriinsr Iraq if it reneges on 
its pledge to resume foil 
co(^ration with UNSCOM. 

haq has refused to hand 
over an Iraq Air F(»ce docu- 
ment (femanded by 
UNSCOM chairman Richard 
Butler. Butler is expected to 
report to foe Securiry Council 
later this tnootfa on whether 
he considers Iraq is meeting 
its commitments. 

Aziz referred to comments 
by former UNSCOM inspec- 
tor Scott Ritter, who resign^ 
in August, in which he said 
Israel provided information 
to UNSCOM about Iraqi 
arms programmes. 

4717. also charged 
UNSCOM with leaking 
information to Western 
media without consulting 
Iraq and accused its deputy. 
Charles Duelfer. of meeting 
an Iraqi opposition leader in 
Loodexz last month, a charge 
denied by Duelfer. 

•These facts... point to an 
gsg^nrial defect in the style of 
UNSCOM's wwk- Because 
of the lack of a mechanism to 
oversee it. it has beaxw an 
organisation which the UN. 

SecurityCouacilhasnocon- 

tfol over," Aziz saii 
"It’s style [of work] threat- 
ens the credibUity and h^ 

our of the United Naoon^ 

UNSCOM officiak 
chaiged with sen^ng Iraq s 

weapons of riiassdesmi^on 

af^l991 Gulf war, haw 

reoeatedlv said Iraq has wth- 

heKfonnation from ttem 
about banned biological and 
chemical weapons p«>- 
and long-range 

missiles. 

(Continued on page 12) 


U.N. panel criticises Israel 


GENEVA (AP) — Non- 
Jews in Israel are treated as 
second-class citizens, a 
U.N. rights panel said Fri- 
day, asserting the emphasis 
on being a Jewish state 
"encourages discrimina- 
tion." 

The panel was particular- 
ly critical of the plight of 
the Jabalin, a bedouin tribe 
it says were forcibly evicted 
from their ancestral lands to 
expand a Jewish secilement 
□ear occupied Jerusalem. 

"The committee deplores 
the manner in which the 
government of Israel has 
housed these families in a 
garbage dump in Abu Dis 
under sub-huoian living 
conditions," the UN. panel 
said. 

The U.N. committee of 1 8 
independent experts meets 
anmmll y to review whether 
countries in the 137 -nation 


international Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cul- 
tural Rights have assured an 
adequate standard of living 
for their citizens. 

In its review of Israel, the 
panel expressed "concern 
that the govemmem... does 
not accord equal rights to its 
Arab citizens." 

"This discriminatory atti- 
tude is apparent in the com- 
paratively lower standard of 
living of the Israeli Arabs" 
the panel said, adding that 
the country’s emphasis on 
being a Jewish state 
"encourages discriniinadon 
and accords a second-class 
status to its Don-Jewish citi- 
zens.” 

Israeli officials said the 
govemmem had made "tan- 
gible and costly progress” 
in combating inequality and 
that the campaign would 
continue. But they conced- 


ed that sometimes Palestini- 
ans suffer economically 
because of security clamp- 
downs necessary to fight 
terrorism. 

In a lisr of 15 recomnsen- 
dations and suggestions, the 
committee called for equal 
treatment of all isnreti citi- 
zens, respect for the right to 
self-detennination and 
recognition of the rights of 
Arab be<k>uin villages to 
basic services, including 
water. 

The commitree also criti- 
cised Canada for permining 
poverty and homelessness, 
and for the conditiems in 
which its native population 
lives. 

In reviewing the situa- 
tions in Swiizeriaod. Ger- 
many and Cyprus, it noted 
the problems facing women 
and the high level of domes- 
tic violence. 


Immunisation campaign 
to resume in one month 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Health Minis- 
ter Nael Ajiouni announced 
on Friday that his ministry 
will resume in one month 
the national vaccination 
campaign interrupted in 
September following over 
six hundred cases of stu- 
dents complaining of symp- 
toms due to high suscepti- 
bility to the anti-diphteria 
and tetanous serum. 

The results of laboratory 
tests conducted on samples 
of the D&T vaccines by the 
World Health Organisation 
in Switzerland and released 
on Thursday showed that 
there was nothing wrong 
with the vaccines, the min- 
ister affirmetL 

TTie vaccines had been 
donated to Jordan by 
UNICEF and were manifac- 
tured by a Hungarian com- 
pany under Canadian 
licence. 

A special committee set 
up at the outbreak of the 
first cases of students 


falling sick, and including 
experts from the Health 
Ministry. Royal Medical 
Serv'ices. University of Jor- 
dan, private sector as well 
as the WHO. "concluded 
that inoculation, storage, 
refrigeration, and conserva- 
tion procedures were all 
adequate." 

‘TTie committee reviewed 
ail pediatric reports on the 
cases of the students who 
complained of symptoms, 
and concluded that not one 
single case required hospi- 
talisation." Ajiouni said. 

Both the sv'mptoras — 
namely high fever, 
headache, di^iness and 
nausea — and the number 
of cases fell within the 
norm, the minister reiterat- 
ed. 

But panic transfonDed a 
natural and normal occur- 
rence into some sort of 
"emergency," and, in the 
wake of media reports and 
countagious fears, symp- 
toms foat could have nor- 
mally been treated with a 
painkiller were blown out 


of proportion. Ajiouni said. 

More than 25,000 stu- 
dents were innoculated in 
the first phase of this year's 
immunisation campaign, 
which w'as launched on 
Sept. 16. 

Tenth-graders, among 
whom most cases of high 
susceptibility were report- 
ed, account^ for 10,(X)0 of 
the total number of students 
inoculated in the campmgn, 
which was halted pending 
the results of the latoratory 
tests. 

“We believe it will take 
two months to vaccinate the 
rest of the students and have 
already started preparations 
to resume the campaign," 
Ajiouni said. 

The vaccines that were 
not used in the September 
inoculation campaign, 
meanwhile, have b^n 
destroyed, the minister said, 
since they expired at the end 
of November. 

"But we already have the 
necessary amount of vac- 
cines to continue the nation- 
al campaign," he said. 


Hoss’ 

cabinet 

smaller 

than 

Hariri’s 


BEIRUT (R) — Hoss’s new 
govemment is much smaller 
than Hariri's 30-member 
administration and merges 
several portfolios. 

The 68-year-old premier, 
appointed by President Entile 
1 OQ Wednesday, said 
he had kept the foreign ntin- 
isiry portfolio. 

Cenoa} Bank Vice Gover- 
nor Nasser Al Saidi wifi be 
economy, trade and industo’ 
tninisier and economist 
George Kurum finance min- 
ister. 

Interior Miitister and 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Michel Al Mutt was the only 
oSciaJ to keep his position in 
the new cabinet 

Suleiman Tony Franjieh. 
Hariri's health minister, was 
^ipointed to the newly- 
fomied agriculture, housing 
and cooperatives tninistiy. 

Hoss said his new govera- 
ment would meet on Sahuday 
to draft the communique it 
wiU deliver to pailiameni next 
week. The cabinet still has to 
win a vote-of-confidence 
from the 12$-men3berassem- 
bly before it takes office. 


Turkey says international court cannot try Ocalan 


ANKARA (R) — Foreign 
Minister Ismail Cem voic^ 
fresh Turkish oppesidon on 
Friday to an idUian-baked 
prop(^ to try Kurdish rebel 
lender AbduUah Ocalan in an 
international court, Anatolian 
news agency said. 

The arrest of Kurdish 
Labour Party fPKK) leader 
Ocalan. 1 \]t1^'s most want- 
ed man, in Italy last month 
has caused a diplomatic war 
of wcxds between the two 
NATO allies. 

Italy has ruled out handing 
over Ocalan to Tlukey on the 
grounds that its constitution 
forbids extradition of sus- 
pects to counties where the 
death penalty is in efieci 

But in an apparent move to 
ease tiie tension, Italy and 
Gennany suggested last 
week that O calan, DOW under 
hcMJse arrest in Rome, be 


cried in an iacem^onal 
forum. 

'Rirkey has vociferouisly 
opposed foe plan, fearing that 
a European court could bring 
into question Ankara's poli- 
cies in its 14-year struggle 
with the PKK, fighting for 
seif-rule in foe countr>'’s 
soufoeasL 

‘It is out of question to try 
the head of the separatists in 
an intem^onal court,'* Ana- 
tolian quoted Cem as saying. 
The minister said Ankara 
was still awaiting an official 
response fir>m Italy to its 
request for Ocalan’s han- 
dover. 

Turkey holds Ocalan 
responsible for the deafos of 
more foan 29,000 people in 
the PKK's armed struggle 
and says he should face mul- 
tiple charges of killing, extor- 
tion, arms and drugs traffick- 


ing in a domestic court 

Prime hfinsrer-designaie 
Bulent Ecevic backed Turk- 
ish efforts to swiftly abolish 
csqiital purtishment ham- 
pered by the collapse of 
Prime Minister Mesui V71- 
maz's coalition government 
lust week on conuption alle- 
gations. 

"If w'e scrap the death 
penalty Italy may extradite 
him to 'Hirkey. I hope foe 
ties in parliameot will review 
the issue once again," Anato- 
lian quoted him as saying. 

Turkey has foe death penal- 
ty on its suiiute books, but 
has not carried out an execu- 
tion since foe early 1980s. 

Eartier this week caretaker 
Prime Minister Mesut Yil- 
maz urged Italy to put Ocalan 
on trial if it would not extrar 
dite Itim. Italian Prime Minis- 
ter Mas.sirrK) D'Alema. 


explicitly referring to Ocalan 
ps a "teiTorist.” said he want- 
^ to ensure that the detained 
rebel chief received a fair 
trial. 

D'Alema, who has tried to 
gamer support from within 
foe European Union over foe 
Ocalan case, insisted that 
attention also had to be 
focused on finding a peaceful 
solution to foe Kurdish ques- 
tion. 

The Turkish military urged 
tbe West to back Ankara's 
diplomatic drive against Kur- 
dish guerrillas, describing 
Ocalan's calls fex* peace as an 
empty deceit 

Ocalan in Rome has said he 
waned to negotiate with foe 
Turidsb government a peace- 
ful solution to the Kurdish 
conflict. Turkey has so far 
rejected any nesotiation with 
foe PKK. 


Israeli warplanes, 
artillery strike 
south Lebanon 


NABAHYEH IR) — Israeli 
warplanes and aitilleiy 
attacked suspected guerrilla 
targets in soi^ Lebanon for 
foe second day running oo Bi- 
day. securi^ sources said 

They said two planes fired a 
total four rocked near Hab- 
boush village, which lies east 
of Israel's south Lebanon 
cccupation zone. Tbe raid foe 
1 06fo on south Lebanon so for 
this year, followed shelling of 
foe outskirts of the ne^y 
Kafr Rounanane \’illage- 

An Israeli army statement 
said: "Israeli fighter planes this 
mevning attaef^ ten of i si tar- 
gets DO^ of foe eastern sector 
of foe security zone in south 
Lebanon. The pUcHS reported 
accurate hits arxl all our planes 
reiurned safely to their bases." 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties in the 
attack, foe second by the Jew- 
ish state in as many days. On 
Tbuis(jay, warplanes struck at 
suspected positions of foe 
Iranian HizboUah guerrilla 
group fighting to oust Israel 
and its South Lebancxi Army 
fSLA) militia from the south. 

Earlier, foe Lebanese 


Brigacies. a coalrtion of 
Islamist and nationalist guer- 
rillas, said it had staged a series 
of assaults on Israeli posts 
inside foe occupied 151dlome- 
ties deq> scNjfoCT strip. 

Israel, which bas controlled 
parts of foe south since 1978; 
set up tbe socalJed security 
zone in 1985. saying it needed 
to protect its borders from 
potential guerrilla attacks. 

Twenty IsraeD .soldiefs have 
been lolled and 91 wounded in 
foe ccnflict in soufoem 
Lebanon since foe start of 
1998. 

Id Tel Ariv, meanwhile, an, 
Israeli militaiy' official said 
two frraeli soldiers and a 
member of the SLA militia 
were wounded on Friday 
when the>' fired at each other 
in a case of mistaken zdeniity. 

"An Lsraeli aany force was 
00 (?paational duty in foe 
security zone in south 
Leban^ .A shepherd foought 
the soldiers were tecrotists and 
alerted nierab^ of tbe Sotdh 
LebarKNi Army who were (xi 
leave." a rnilitaiy spokes- 
woman said. 


Arab Bank: Strength and stability 


THE RECENT raiiags assigned 
to Arab Bank Pic by the U.S.' 
Moody's Investors S^ce have 
proved once again the bank's 
ability to stand firm in the face 
of (he ecMtomic (urtnocl in the 
emerging matiteLs. says deputy 
chairman and president of the 
bank. Khalid ShomaiL 
Moody’s on 20tb November 
issued the bank highest long and 
shtxt'ierm foreign currency' 
deposit ratings of Baal/Piime-2 
and 3 Bonk Financial Strength 
Rating (BFSRi of C+. "We 
haw achieved foese ratings 
despite the turmoil that has 
gripped the world's fuiancial 
mi^ets and which has had seri- 
ous reperoLssions for many 
financial insrinitions," Shoman 
says. "Arab Bank, as Mtxxly's 
notes, has a long traditiiMi of 
sun'iving wars, nationalisations 
and economic crisis and has 
developed crisis management 
plans that should allow us to 
meet our obligations under con- 
cei\’able stress scenarios.” 
Moody's said that the rating 
of Arab Bank reflects the bank’s 
sound financials coupled with a 
.<;tTonc and defensible franchise 



in foe Arifo World The bank is 
among foe largest in the Middle 
East; it commands an important 
position, plays a regional role 
and is well regarded by its 
peers," it added 
U3. ratings' agency Thom- 
son BankWatch in June 
assigned Arab Bank Pic a sbon- 
term rating of TBW-1, and its 
branches in foe U.S. and Europe 
a long-term rating of AA-, The 
bank was asrigned tbe AA> rat- 
ing cm the basis of its long- 
standing management, strong 
capita] base, excellent asset 
quality and frontline 1/qutdny 
and its proven track record in 
crises and reputation as a true 
"flight to quality" bank. 








2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, December 5,1*198 




Annan may have got assurances 
from Libya for trial, says diplomat 


TUNIS (R) — UK Secretary 
General Kofi Annan may have 
tecrived assurances fiom 
Libya for a d ea l foat would stt 
in train the trial of two Libyan 
suspects in the 19S8 Lockerbie 
bombing, a seoicr North 
Afriran diploma Said on 
day. 

Afflian said on Tbursdrgf' be 
would go to Libya (» Sannday 
for talks widi Libyan leader 
MbammarOadhafiontbesur- 
tender of the two suspects. 

“I am gc^ to try ID setde 
dns problem once and for afi.” 
Annan tcrfd rsporteis after 
meeting Tunisian President 
Tine A1 Abidine Ben Ali, vdio 
Diet Qadhafi on the Lockertne 
issue in October 
'1 have the impression that 
he has got some assurances 
fiom the Libyans.'* the dq^ 
mat told Reui^ 

‘There were one or two out- 
gtanding poilUS, and if Annan 
decided to go ahead with the 
inp to Libya that tnsans that be 
is hopeful ihQ' will be over- 
come," he said. 

“We undostand also that die 


UL^raos want to handover the 
two suspects to an intemadonal 
authority diat is independent of 
the other parties,'' be added 
Tgfemn g to the United States 
and Britain. ‘Tliis has a sym- 
bolic ^ue for the Libyans." 

News of the trip broi^t 
n ptimism from United 
States and Britain, ahhou^ 
dqrianais tenq x g ed this wifo 
caudoo, cid^ Qadhafi's 
unpredictably. 

A senior U3. official said on 
Thursday Whshin^on hoped 
the meeting would result in the 
handover of the two suspects. 

Bui Ambassador Nancy 
Sodeibe^ qi^king for tiie 
U.S. missioa to de United 
Nations, said she did not know 
what die outcome of Arman's 
session widi Qadhafi would be 
and how l6nn his assurances 
were fiom TiipolL 

would expect a meeting 
between the seaecary-general 
and Libyan officials to produce 
a handover of die suqiecis," 
she .sai d “We e:qiect that to be 
the pinpose of his travel to 
Libya." 


Aiman is diA? to fly to Sirie, a 
coastal city 400 Idkimetres east 
of the Libyan cental where 
Qadhafi usually entertains his 

guests, after dte Security Coun- 
cil ^qxoved a waiver of the 
flight 

UK. sources stud the UK. 
chief would go on Fnday to the 
Tunisian island rescvt of Djer- 
ba, some 100 kilometres nordi 
(^tbe Libyan bcxdbc He would 
fly to Sifte on Sotuid^ morn- 
ing and return to Djeiba oo the 
same day. they add^ 

Lilya has agreed to put the 
two narinfmls — Abdul Basset 
Ali Mdiammad A1 M^rahi 
and! amm KhaHfa Fhimah — 
CD tiia] in the Netherlands. But 
it has refused Bdtish and U.S. 
demands that they serve their 
seiitesoe in Scotl^ if corivict- 
ed. 

Bdtain wekxxned Annan's 
announcement that he would 
visit Ubyz. But it made clear 
that a LI.S.-Briti^ plan to iiy 
die Lityaa suspects before a 
special court of Scotii^ judges 
in die Nethedands was noo- 
n^otiable. 


A fonnerairforce base in the 
Netherlands has been set aade 
fcrthetziaL 

‘'Naturally we welcome 
to inqilement the UK. 
Secuniy Council resoluticm 
[on handing over the suspects]. 
We hope the secretary-general 
can persuade Qadhafi to 
pnaaqxfy so Justice can be 
done." said a British Foreign 
Office spokesman. 

“Kofi Annan folly recognises 
that dte U.S.-Bdtish plan is 
noo-iKgotiaUe... die iw 
can hqie for from Saturday's 
n^eting is official ixitification 
that Qadhafi is prepared to 
hand o>rer the suspects." 

Western dipkxi^ had said 
Annan would oot go 10 Libya 
unless be had t«n assur^ 
Qadhafi had agreed to surren- 
der the subjects fix tdaL 

But in pdvnie, Bdtish offi- 
cials are reluctant to express 
optimism about Annan's 
chances of success. 

Tt is no use trying to figure 
out what could happen, fi is 
very bard to prerfict what Qad- 
hafi might do." one said. 
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PROTEST AGAINST ISRAELI OCCUPATION OF LEBANON: Israeli Jews and Dnize demonstrate Friday near the 
drfence ministry in Td Aviv. Peace activists demonstrated across Israel for a unflateral puBout from sooth Lebanoo, 

where Isradi troops have had surmounting casualties in recent weeks. Arabic placard reads: *Stayingin Lebanon gfte 

no secori^, anti do gnarantee. Stop the blooddred and send bade oor children alive* (AFP [rtioCo) 


Iran launches Gulf naval manoeuvres, woos Arab states 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran's navy on 
Friday launched manoeuvres in 
the Gulf invol'sting 30,000 saikffs 
and marines with a of 

fiiendsh^ to Arab neighbours 
across the strati w^erw^, 
Tehran Radio repotted. 

It said the main stage of the 


V^bda^■77 (Vaty-77) exercises 
started wMi a six-gun sahne to 
die sax membec of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCQ, 
ladth which ban has been Dying 
to improve tim. 

Tranian niftlifl have Said 

Omani nnbaiy dservers would 


amend die war games, vAacb 
cover an area stietelnng ficxn the 
central Gulf to die Strait of Hcr- 
rnirr anri the Gulf of Oman and 
involve the uvular navy and 
Revolutionary Guards naval 
units. 

Up to 1 6 naval vessels and ] 20 


airoaft as well as inissalo-lauiich- 
ing urais are taking part in the 
manoeuvres, part of regular ban- 
ian war games in die GulL which 
are due ID reach dieir p^ on 
Sunday, the media said. 

The exarises follow a United 
States mibtaiy bitild-up in die 


Gulf last moth a cco- 
fiontation between Iraq and the 
United Nations over UK. anus 
inspectocs. 

ban apposes the presence of 
Wbtem navies in die Gulf and 
has often caDed ftx regfonal 
defeoce arrangements. 


ban's ties with the Gulf Arab 
states have been improving. 

Bat Tehran has litde suc- 
cess in peisuacfii^ hs conserva- 
tive neighbours, which have 
defence pacts with Wbstem pow- 
ers. to d^lop iralilaty coopera- 
tion with the Islamic Republic. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Brittsh mmista' anives 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Bntain's water ministec Alan Meale, aim 
in Amman teday with a 14-member delegation for a fbor-da] 
official visit to riiOTKR water issues with senior Jordanim o& 
dak Meate wffi ineer Minister ofVt^ and Energy Ham MuDd, 
Minister of Transport arid Public Woks Nasser Law^ hffirDster 
of Rural Afi^ and the Environment Tawfiq Kreishari and ofB- 
cials from the Jordan Valley and authraties. (bale's del- 

egation consists of representatives of nine tep Bntish waterfinns. 


Rights group see progress, setbacks on convention’s 50th anniversary ^63 dnig-rdated cases in November’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) In its annual 
wodd report released Thursday, 
Human Rights Watch praised major 
advancements in human ri^ts over 
die last SO years, but called for an 
international system of justice to 
anchor that progress in permanent 
institutions. 

Human Rights also cotidsed 
US. policy on human rights as 'Sub- 
ject CO lar^ bUod spexs^' and noted 
that 'human rights concerns rarely 
ranked with the [Clmionl administra- 
tion's other interests." 

Many govetnments obviously still 
violate tte Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, wtddi will maik its 
SOtiiamnveisaiycxiDec. 10,anHKW 
statement said But tile possiWe extra- 
dition of Chilean ex-dictaljor Augusto 
Pinochet fiom Botain to Spain has 
uoderacoied the growing w illingness 
d many countries to end impuniiy for 
gross abusers of human nghts. 

“JHnodtet's arrest makes a very nice 
SOthanniveisary present" F^n- 
neth Roth, executve dbeeux of 
Human R^ts Wuch. “But we need 
an international system of justice to 
ensure diat no des^ gels away witii 
his crimes'* 

The Human Rights Watch Report 
1999, a 506- page book, ofiers a syn- 
opsis of the hurnan li^Ks situatkxi in 
68 countries, as weD as analyses of 
U.S.. European, and Uruted NaticKis 
responses to those abuses. The Middle 
Eak and Ntxih Afiica section 
includes detailed chapters on Algeria, 
Bahrain, EgypL ban, Iraq. IsraeL the 
Palestinian [National] Authority. 


Saudi AraL^ Syria, and Tunisia. 

bi 1998. the Nfiddle Faa and Neath 
Aflka experienced a steady erosion 
freedom oS expression and associ^ 
tion, aWiough the bleak {nctuie was 
fari^teoed ^ some prisoner releases 
and ratification by ^ivemotents of 
intemarin nal human ri^us treaties. 

‘There has been little or no 
izrqxoyeateQt in most of the region 
rq^udbig tomse;. arffitrary arresL 'dis- 
appearances,' and execi^oos." said 
Hamiy Me^ally, executive ffirector of 
the oigaiusation's Middle East and 
Noctii Afiaca ffiviskm. Megally also 
cited as areas of special concern the 
murderous strife in Algeria, (be 
Juimanjt^tp^ inqiact of the cooffict 
between tire UK. Secu^ Council 
and Iraq, and the inalnliQ' of many 
Palestinian refogees to exercise basic 
rights. 

The report criticises the Clinton 
admmistration for failinc to use the 
U.S. role as the preeminent outside 
power to promote human rights in the 
i^joa 'Washingttxi gave no sign that 
grave and systematic abuses by close 
allies such as Eg>T(> Israei- Ara- 
bia arid Bahnim would have any eflect 
on U.S. relations with those coun- 
tries," said M^ally. 

The report's country diapters make 
the foUowing points: 

• Algeria: Testimonies continued to 
hi^il^ the lesponsHxlity of Islaiiust 
aimed groups for massacres and 
Idlfings of Chilians. Disturbing evi- 
dence enoerg^ boweven that sug- 
gested coQusion by security forces, 
underscoring the need fex* Algeria 


finally to permit independent investi- 
gations. Security forc^ were impli- 
cared b other serious abuses, bchid- 
mg torture. Efibtts by relatives of “dis- 
afqieared" persons and otiiers com- 
pelled the autbonties to recognise 
publicly (be extent of tlus problem, 
tfaou^ they oontinued to deny any 
government role. 

« Bahisdn: 'The home port of the 
U.5, Hftb FleeL Bahrab. intensified 
already severe restrictions on the right 
to fie^m of association and free- 
dom of e^qptessioD. The govemroCTit 
also continued to detam ^ extended 
periods without trial persons peaceful- 
ly advocating political reforms, and 
sentenced otiim foUowiiig p^ntly 
unfidr trials. Public criticism of gov- 
emment t^cials and policies 
lemtdned off-limits. 

« Egypt Lack of acoouniabflity for 
serious human rights abuses prevailed 
as President Mubarak continued to 
rule under a state of emeigeDcy now 
in its ei^teenth year. Egyptian human 
rights groups documented cases of 
torture, deaffis b custody, "disrqipear- 
ances.” and abj^mal prison condi- 
tions. The govemmoit axitbued to 
lestria opportunities for independent 
peaceful political activi^ and rejected 
atternpts to l^alise new opposition 
politi^ parties. 

• ban: The struggle between sup- 
pexters and exponents of PresideiU 
Khatami's refonrust progranune 
tughlighied and b some instances 
worsted human rights violations. 
Executions of prisoners foUowbg 
unfiur trials prol&tated. Independent 


press activity bereased. but so did 
faarasmient, closure orders, and vigi- 
lante attacks ditected at oewsp^tets 
and magazines. The trial Tehran 
Mayer Karabasdd exposed long- 
staiK^ and serious deficiencies m 
the crircU justice ^em. 

• Iraq: The govemroeta (xmtinued to 
carry out mass arrest, widespread -texr- - 
une, summary executions, “disap' 
penances." and foe. forcible displace- . 
menL Stdr^gent eccxKxnic sanctions 
contributed ro a roassive hurrranharian 
crisis that ws aleviatedonly very par- 
tially by the UK’s “foodTor-oU" pro- 
gramme. In Iraqi Kurdistan, fitting 
between foe two largest Kurdish par- 
ties and offensives by Turkisb mOhaiy 
forces produced cMfian deaths and 
displacement and aggravated the 
humanitarian crisis th^ 

• Israel: Many Israeli laws and prac- 
tices cqtenly ffiscriiiiiaated against eth- 
nic and religious minorities. In the sig- 
nificant parti of the Bank and 
Gaza tii^ ft stiO controned. Israel's 
closure policies amounted to collec- 
tive purushmenL Israel continued to 
practice artntraiy arxi extended deteo- 
ticNi wifoout trial of seoai^ suspects. 
Tor&rre during bterrogation remained 
prevalent Isr^i continued to demol- 
ish I^destinian homes ill^ally and to 
confiscate residence permits (^^tles- 
tinians livi^ m Jerusal^n. 

• Palestinian National Autbori^. 
The PNA foiled to institute safeguards 
against serious abuses, includmg pro- 
lOTged and aiixtrao' detention with- 
out charge, torure during bterroga- 
tion. and grossly unfair trials. Critics 


who spoke or wrote openly, and 
juries who protesied trki abuses, 
foc^ reialiatioiL 

• Saudi Arabia: An absolute monar- 
chy. the Saudi government allowed oo 
criticism of itself or its policies. Nor 
did h pennic political parties or bde- 
pendent civic activity that might chal- 
lenge foe ruling ■ famfiy..Ail>ii^^ 
airesL detention witiiom trial torture, 
.and coqToraJ and capital punishmeat 
remained the nonn b both political 
and common crinunal cases. Serious 
abuses were unchecked b foe absence 
of an bdependent judiciaiy or a free 
press. 

* Syria: The government released 

121 Lebanese and an unconfirmed 
number of Syrian political {risoners. 
but peaceful expression and associa- 
tion remamed crimiiialised. the press 
was tightly controUefl and there were 
no mechanisms by which peace- 

ful (^Tposition groups could operate 
openly. Ifobtical prisoners continued 
to be treated cruelly, and some v^ere 
held beyond the expir}' of their sen- 
tences. 

•Tuniria; O^n political ddialeand 
opposition aefoity were virtually non- 
existeni os the government of Presi- 
dent Ben Ali criminalised expres.sion 
critical of the government and all 
forms of “unlicensed" political activi- 
ties. Police surveillance and harass- 
ment of government critics, and mem- 
bers of their families. lemuined 
biense. and the press and the judicia- 
ry lacked indqiendence. Torture per- 
sisted but was a taboo topic b the 
media. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Aib-NaicodcsI>paiiineat Thursday 
nnnnuntteri H cbalt with 63 diug-telated cases last month inrohr- 
bg 98 persons of diflbent Coknel Naoih Shrodefa, 

diiecior of the depailmenL said 11 of the people iiM^vdl were 
suspected drug users while 51 were de:^. The departmeat 
sei^49.9kikigianvDes(^hashish,2S.lkik}giaminesafhen> 
m and 1 .599 drag pills. occcndbgfoShre^ who also repor^ 
ed that lus depar^nt seized more than 10 miUioa counteifek 
Iraqi dbars fii^ two porsc^ 

ThousaiHk pr^ for rain 

" !»•••..• r .'’r.!',' I ' t, .-| ;i i.ii','' -n 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Tens of thousands of Jordanians, indudbig . 
Pririte Minister F^ez Tarmviteh. prayed for ram OQ Thuisd^ at , 
a mass prayei; but the Metecrology Deportment forecast cto 
sides for (he comity fire pray^ b whicb men, wobeQ 

and chOdren fiom all walks of life poricipated. took pl^ right 
before Thursday aflemoon prayers b Amman as w^ as ofoa 
pans of the Kingdom. But sev^ oSrials said the lack of tsaa 
was not a cause for concern yeL Officials from Ministry of 
culture yesterday disrnissed any negative bipact on the seasoo^ 
crops due to the deby. ‘Tlie mbistry adrises formers to Iirepaie] 
for planting oUre trees and wait for the cab." said the minikry's 
secretaiy general, Hashem SbbouL 

Israel court delays changes to txanb 

TELAVIV(AP) — Israel's Supreme Court has blodtedtiie gov* 
emmeni fiom removbg the wi^ “holy" and "mai^' from the 
tembsKxie of a Jewish settler who massacred 29 MusBm wor- 
shippers. The gunman. New York-bom Baruch CeddsteiD, 
opened fire on tite l^estinian wotshippeis m the Tcmb cf be 
f^archs in the Wssi Bank town of H^ion b Ffoniaiy 1994, 
and was killed by surviress of tiieanark. Coldstebwascalleda. 
boo by fellow settlers and was buried b the centre (tf the nea^ 
Jewish settiemetit of Kiryat Arba. TTie Israeli amy. viudi 
administers parts of tiie Bank, decided two montiis ago b 
defete the words of praise fiom the kxnbstone b an effcit to (fis- 
courage Jewi^ extremists fiom makbg pil grimag es to the site. 
The auny decision invoked a new law making it flkgal to erect 
monuments to miliionts. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Animaniacs 

15:30 .The Adventures of the 

BushF^uro] 

16:00 — D rama ~ Neighbours 

16:30 Peer Pressure: 

17:00 Jrcnch programme 

Fautl^Rever 

18:15 Family jxogramine — 
Wind at My Bade 

19:00 J*IewmFreDdi 

19:15 J r ertch Programme 

19:30 ........ J'l'ews HeadUnes 

19:35 Comedy — Muighy Brown 
20riM ...._.....I>ix.-*IbddQr'sifealih 

2(fc30 nrama— The Pretender 

21:10 .......An ABC Democracy 

121:20 ...Boston Pops Orchestra 

1 22KN) J^ews in English 

22:30 .-Feature fUin — ‘Die HanT 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


00:15 TWisted 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:54 — 

Riir 

rvc*iA 


11*76 


14:13..— 

*A«rl 

16:36 


17:58.-. 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Quirch 
SwdSeh, Tel. 5920740 
AssemlAes God Qnirdk Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Cbmeb TeL 4624590 


Itarra Sancta Cluirdi TeL 
4622366 

Andean Churdi Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Chorch TeL 4771751. 

Amman Tntg mafinnal Chmch 
TeL S86S897 

Gennan-speaking Evangelical 
Congr^alion TeL 5688404 
The Evangettcal Local Church 
m Amman IbL 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Smnts TeL 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of foe Anmuidation 
IhL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Onircfa TeL 
4646138 

Onircfa of ftesentatioD. Swei- 
fiehlH. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Chordi 
TeL 4624757 

The EnglMw iAngnay 
Cafootic Pbvh TH. 4614190 
Evangefical Free Church TeL 
4S92679 

The Baptist Omrefa TU. 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
ChuRfa TeL 4771331 
The Aimenian Orthodox 
OnirchlhL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depan- 
mem ofMeteotxdo^ 


Temperatures are expected to 
rise slightly and gradually 
today and tomorrow with 
clouds appearing at difTereni 
altitudes. Winds will be easter- 
ly to southeasterly modeate. In 
Aqaba, it will be fine, winds 
northeriy moderate, and seas 
calm. 

MoL/Max. tempL 

Amman M....08/2U 

Aqaba -..14/24 

Dessis -...XI6/22 

Jordan VaDey 1 3/25 

Yestoday's high temperatures: 
Amman 19 Aqaba 23. Humidi- 
w readings: Anunan 31 percent. 
Aqaba 55 percent 
Rsllowing are the lenipieahires 
expected today in the following 
areas: 

Ajioun 06/17 

Jerarii 12/24 

Urn Qafs.....— .......091/23 

Madaba. -.07/23 

PWra .05/24 

Dead Sea 15/29 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc VKfilMaai 5 fi7SttS 

Di; LbusefRafoid 4875792 

De Ahmad Manna* 

Dc KiBDJbali -4784450 


AMMAN: 

Firas IfoanDacy .5661912 

A1 Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...3S37004 
RuknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr.LutiShibli (02)241789 

Fon*ad niarmacy .(02)982799 

ZARQA: 

Dr.WalidHalasefa ....(09i982799 
Palestine Pharmacy ..(09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

R)od Control Cencrt:.....4637l 1 1 
Gvil Ddbce Dcpanmoit -56611 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediaie Res- 
cue - ,4630341 

Gvil Defence Emergcncy~.,199 
Rescue P3lios 192,4621 1 1 1,4637777 

Fire Brigade. .4617101 

Blood Bank ......4775121 

Highway Police .....5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security 0epc..../463032l 

Hotel Compkimts. .,5605800 

Price Cocqilaints -J661 176 

\VhB'£Sev(^rGDtrpl3infc ^0897467 
Amman MunicipaliQp Com- 
plaints. 7S71I1 

Teleifoone informtuion (directo- 
ry assistance) - .121 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Centra] Amman Tslqjhcme 

Rqxiirs A^IOl 

Abdoll TeL Repaiis.....566l 101 


JofdanTetevision .47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .47741 1 1 

Water Aufoxity 5^100 

J.EIectridty Authority 381561S 

Electric Power Co. .463638 1 

RJ Flight lnlbrTnatk>n..44-53200 
Queen Alia IntL AirpoiT ..44-53200 


HOSPHALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre fer Heart and Spe- 

rialSwgery 5921199 

TIi: Isfamfc, AboHj ™_566613I/7 
Hii^sctn Medical Cenire..5856S56 
LwnikJ — .^.-.............4630195 

KhaJidi Matemi^.....— 4644281/6 

Akileh Mseniiy .4f»4244l/2 

Jabol Amman Maienu9-.4642362 
Molhos, J. Amman ....4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani .-...5607071 
Shmeisairi Hospital .._.5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Miiashcr Hospital 5667227/9 
Al-AhlLAbdali -....,.5664164/6 
lialiao.Al-Muhajreen 4777)01/3 

Al-Bashir. ^4775111/26 

Aniiy. Marita —.—489161 1/15 
(Jueci Alia HbspctaL......,5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 
Af Aniai Cancer Cerere .5353000 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

- - (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

409)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital.,... (09)98673 1 


A1 Hikma Modem Hospital 
.....(09)990990 

ERBIEh 

Princess Basma Ho< 9 >ital 

— t02)275555 

Roman Catholic Ho^iral 

— — (02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

— ^A.02) 7I0J.172, t02l 7)03 lOJ 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02) 7I02S3L (02) 

7I020M 

Speciality Hospital ....t02)7103[C)0 
AQABA: 

Piincess Haya Hospital 

(03)2014111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infomiation is supplied by 
Royal Joidanian (RJ) infomiation 
dqianaiem at the Queen Alia 
Iniematicnal Aiipon TbL 

(4415S00 where it should always ' 
be verified Informaiion on other 
flights is obtained on lelepbone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 523250. Infor- 
mation on Royal Wings flights can 
be supplied on phone 4875201^ 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jwdanian (RJ) Flights 
05:50 .....Tehran (RJ) 


08:30 Damascus (RTi 

08:30 Aqaba (add) tRJ) 

09d0 - NewDdhiOU) 

09:55 — Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 
10K)5 — Beirut iRT; 

10:15 J^oha. Bahrain (RX) 

10:15. — ....Colombo iRJ) 

15:00 ..New York. .Amsterdam (RJ) 

15:55 - — Loodoo (RJ) 

16:20 .Cairo (ftj) 

19:40 — .•.—.-...-...-Frankfort (RJ) 

19:40 Roiw (R/j 

22:30 Lamaca(RJ) 

0(h35 .-....-.-..-...Faris (add) (RJ) 
07dM — Ban^tok. ShOijah (RJ) 

Other FU^ts 

13:05 — Vienna ((3S) 

1305 — Riyadh (SV) 

13:20 Abu DhabL Doha (GF) 

14.-05 -...Rome f.AZ) 

18HM) -..Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

18:40 .Beirut (M£) 

IWB Jaris(AF) 

19:15 — —Frankfort (LHi 

31:35 - .Cairo (MS) 

22:5 5 London, Damascus (BA) 

2335 ADLSterdam (KL) 

Belgrade (JU) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

09:30 Aqaba (artiviag at QAlAl 
(RW) 

10:10 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport} 

16 KM) Aqaba (arriving ai Marka 

Airport) (RW) 

22:^ Atjaba (arriving at Marita 


WrportURW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jknrdanian (RJ) El^ls 

06riM) Aqaba (adduRD. 

06:30 ——.BeiiuidU) 

09 -.-J=rankfon(RJ) 

11:15 RomefRJJ , 

11:30 AtnsteidaiuNewYbitOU) 
12HM) ...-Geneva. Madrid (RD 

12.-00 -Brtissds, Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:30 --Cairo (RJ) 

19:35 iamaca (RJl 

20ri» ...-Riya^ Dbahran (RJ) 

2005 Bombay (RJ) 

20:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

21*J0 .-Abu DhabL Dubai (RJ) 


Other Ffi^ts . - 

06:15 Damascus. London (BA) 

06d0 Laruaca (CY) 

14:15 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 :_Riyad^(SV) 

15:50 Vfenra(OS 


14:45 :-Riyad^(SV) 

15:50 -Vfenra(OS 

19:00 Dubai (SO 

20riW — ...-:.-..Deinit(ME> 

Claito (MS) 

OOJS -.Ainstadam(KL) 

02:10 _ - , Belgrade (JU) 

Royal virnigsatW) 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Aii^ 
pori)(KW) 

08:30 Aqaba (ftpni Marita Air- 
port)(RW) 

20d0 Aqaba (from QAIA)(RW 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, December 5, 1998 



Company 
to 

JD25,000 
atoally to 
nf^stry’s 
!^ef fund 

/VMMAN (J.T.) — 

FastUol^. Jordan's sole 
mobile phone service 
Qfovidefr contribute 
jD^.OOO annually to the 
Ministiy of Social Devel- 
opm^t to help the min> 
caie for the needy. 
fiO agreement on the 
gfaqr^y/as signed Thursday 
liy- ^<tLink Executive 
piieQtpr.^ David Bosworth 
an(CJ®“Ster of Social 
Dereippih^t Mohammad 
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to Mamsar. 
I tim-d^ition will be given 
' {0 f^Sies facing disasters 
tlut^gh -coordination and 
coi^iaatiop with voluntary 
groups and charitable 
(Xganisatioas. 

'Hie ministry recently 
oeated a fund to offer 
jaunediate relief to famj- 
Tks suffering from disas* 
leis. and to help orphans. 
&OOQ broken fami- 
the elderly, Mam- 
sar noted in a statement 
itiUowmg the signing of 
ihe agreement. 

He. said the relief fund 
i^-p 0 t be augmented by 
die state’s budget but 
tato' depends on contri> 
buiibas from private com- 
panies, banks mid charita- 
bIeiB]^nisa£ions. 

Mamsar expressed hope 
di^ other private sector 
cpffipanies would donate 
lotl4 needy through chari- 
(abie^ voluntary organi- 
sadpos as a regular philan- 
dst^c exercise and as a 
show of social solidarity. 

Themimster said the 
disl^ement of aid from 
the relief fund will be 
givm to a family in the 
TUiaiei! neighbourhood in 
Aounan whose home burnt 
&wa 

l&.said that the National 
Akt Fund is providing 
eoKigency aid to the fami- 
ly, We the relief fund 
vill -donate some furniture 
nd help die family rebuild 
lAdrhome. 



PRINCESS RAHMA LAUNCHES CAMPAIGN: Her Royal Hi ghnp« Princess 
Raii^ shoots tiie starter’s gun launching an aid campaign Thursday organised by 
the National Orthodox School in Amman to help underprivileged families during 
the winter. The event is one of many marking His Majesty King Hussein's 63rd 
bnthday (Betra photot 


Three executed for murder 

Nine executions in Jordan this year 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff R^Kirter 

AMMAN — Two Egyptian 
sisters and a Jordanian man 
convicted of murdering two 
peq^le in two separate inci- 
dents were bang^ at dawn 
on Thursday, judicial sources 
said. 

The executions raise the 
number of people put to 
death in the Kingdom this 
year to nine. 

Tbe three convicts made 
emotional pleas and asked 
God to forgjve them for their 
crimes before the dawn exe- 
cutions at Swaqa Prison, a 
local newspaper reported. 

**1 want my three children 
to live with my mother, I 
want to be buried next (o my 
father and I do not want 
coroners to carry out an 
autopsy on my body," the 
Arabic daily A1 Dustour 
quoted Egyptian Abeer 
Ibrahim, 24, as saying. 

Abeer and her sister. Rasha 
Ibiahim, 19, were sentenced 
to death in May after the 
Crimina] Coun found them 
guilty of robbing and muN 
dering Fakhrieh Ishaq Kurdi, 
73, in Shmeisani last year. 

“1 want to be buried next to 
my father," the daily quoted 
Rasha as saying before she 
was banged 


The court amvicted both 
of the July 7, 1997 theft and 
piemediiated murder of 
Kurdi. 

According to court docu- 
ments. Ab^, who worked 
as a domestic helper for the 
late Kurdi, ploned to steal 
her money and jewellery. 

On the morning of the inci- 
dent. the sisters bought 
chemical mace and head^ 
to Kurdi's bouse, where she 
lived on her own, the court 
papers said 

Ibey sprayed her face with 
mace and dagged her body 
to die bedroom and pressed a 
wet towel against her mouth 
and nose until she died the 
court added They later side 
her jeweUery and other 
things and fled the bouse 
after locking the door. 

They sold die jeweUety but 
were arrested by police as 
they attempted to leave Jor- 
dan via tiie port of Aqaba. 

The two women, who 
rqxirtedly confessed to their 
orime to both die police and 
the criminal prosecutor, 
pleaded not guilty during the 
trial 

The body of Kurdi was dis- 
covered by her two daugh- 
ters when th^ came to visit 
her hours after the crime. 

A total of seven women 
have now been posecuted 


during the past six years, 
inclu^g ihm in 19^ for 
premeditated murders. 

Mahmoud N^haqbeb, 24, 
who was also executed on 
Thursday, asked God to have 
mercy on him, A1 Dustour 
quol^ him as saying. 

‘i regret whai I did, 1 want 
you to bury me next to my 
grandfather and I do not want 
my family to cry for 
mourn my death." it said. ‘1 
also ask the family of the vic- 
tim to forgive me.” 

In June, the Criminal Coun 
found Mashaqbeh guilty of 
murdering Mohammad 

Ahmad, 26^ in Zarqa on Aug. 
30, 1997. 

According to court docu- 
ments, the defendant claimed 
that he killed his next-door 
neifihbour Ahma d because 
he had harassed his sisters. 
He stabbed Ahmad to death 
in his shop. 

Hiuisday's execudoos 
were anended by the prison’s 
director, tiie crhiiinal pr^- 
cutor and representatives 
from the Mufti Department, 
the Interior Ministry, the 
Forensic -Medicine Depart- ' 
ment, the Badia Forces and 
other officials. 

The executions were rati- 
fied by the Court of Cassa- 
tion, the Cabinet and a Royal 
Decree. 


Festival’s opening film fails to live up to promising beginning 
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By Dima Hamrian 

AliMAN — ‘Tafeispitz,’' 
^-Austria, was the first 
film.tb be shown at the 10th 
Beiopeaa Film Festival, 
rinW opened last Wednes- 
iv:at tius Royal Cultural 
Cai^ 

The film is a romantic 
based on one of 
Ab most conventional 
^stneworks — coinci- 
feoces and the irony of fate . 
bin, a wo man in her twen- 
fes, K thimed to become a 
®astw dief her mother. 

runs her own restau- 
^ Lilli decides to go to 
Beiini as an au pair, where 
^ gets the chance to 
^^ostrate her cooking 
^.when her host invites 
"is American employer 


(Thomas Jefferson) for din- 
ner. 

Thomas is more th^ 
impressed with Lilli's 
cooking, and without 

REVIEW 

knowing her identity, he 
decides to employ her and 
have her sent tio New York. 
Later. Lilli and Thomas 
meet by coincidence one 
evening and they fall in 
love. Several incidents fol- 
low. after which not only 
does Lilli discover the iden- 
tity of her lover, but also 
that his private secretary is 
her father who abandoned 
her mother while she was 
pregnant. 

Up to that point, evenu; go 


relatively smoothly and at a 
reasonable pace, but then 
ev«»ything is wrapped up 
uncoovincingly. All charac- 
ters kiss and make up for 
life-time feuds, and sudden- 
ly, a wedtting ceremony for 
the two couples takes place. 

The opening of the film 
was promising because one 
was under the notion that 
their love for each other and 
their love for gastronomy 
would bring both characters 
together, which is both 
romantic and creative. 
However, that relationship 
was distorted and Lilli's 
profession became irrele- 
vant to the development of 
the story. The outcome was 
a mere imitation of Holly- 
wood romances, the same 
storyline, the same jokes, 


and even most of the inci- 
dents took place in New 
York, where all Americans, 
surprisingly enough, spoke 
fluent German. 

In addition, the develop- 
ment of most events was 
immanire; we don't know 
why Lilli agrees to woik for 
an unknown man to begin 
with, or why Jefferson f^ls 
in love with Lilli instantly 
for on unknown reason, or 
why Lilli's parents make up 
in minutes after decades of 
separation. The focus was 
mainly on the minor details 
in the story and various 
other cosmetics such as the 
use of classical music 
wltich, unfortunately, did 
not save the film from 
becoming a photocopy of 
previous box-office hits. 


New anti-forgery safeguards 
to be introduced to passports 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment Friday said it will 
incorporate safeguards next 
year into the new fc»trtat of 
passports cunentiy being 
introduced to meet 
international standards in 
order to minimise the possi- 
bility of cotimerfeklng or 
ille^Uy u^ng the docu- 
ments. 

Passports Department 
Director General Awni Yer- 
fas said th^ in onfer to help 
prevent manipulation or 
forgeiy, a comnurt was 
signed lecemly vwth a 
French firm to i^ue the new 
edition Jordanian pass- 
ports with these safeguards 
as soon as cunent passport 
quantities are exhausted. 

“The decisiem came afer 
we noticed an increase in 


passport forgery cases, a 
problem that any country in 
the ivorld could face." Yerfas 
told the Jofdan Times. 

He added that the cost of 
the new document is almost 
double that of the old version 
but said charges to the public 
wiU remain unchangeil 

Carriers of old passports 
that have not expired are not 
required to replace or renew 
them before their originai 
expiration date. 

Earlier this year, the 
department began gradually 
introducing the new passport 
format in accordance with 
global standards of the Cana- 
da-based International Civil 
Aviation Organisation and 
the IntemationaJ Air Trans- 
port Association to facilities 
the travel of citizens world- 
wide. 

Thousands of the newlv 


fonnacced copies were issued 
to meet the Kingdom's need 
for 1998. The size of the doc- 
ument and the colour of the 
covers — green, red, brown 
and blue — remain 

unchanged depending on 
whether they are ordinary, 
diplomatic, special or tempo- 
rary passports. However, 
pages ans nou' printed hori- 
zontally instead of the pre- 
sent vertical form and their 
number has been reduced to 
48 finom 60. The holder’s full 
name, mother's maiden 

name, place and daze of birth, 
issue and e.xpiration dates are 
displayed on the front page 
instead of the being scatter^ 
across the first thr^ pages as 
in the past The national 
number, given to everyone 
who is included in a family 
book, has been moved to the 
from page instead of the last 


page. Other infomiation has 
been omitted e.xcept for the 
civil status page, in which the 
names of the holder's wives 
and children can be added. 

The new' format was mode 
to facilitate the issuance of 
visas by .suieumlining aU 
needed i^ormation. Howev- 
er. Yerfas was quoted by 
local newspapers as saying 
that embassies which refuse 
to give \isas to Jordanians 
should not manipulate the 
passports or print “refused" 
on them. 

Yerfas said the department 
last week decided to go 
iti^d witii new regulations, 
including computerising all 
data to ensure the security 
and accuracy of all official 
documents. 

The department has around 
73 offices throughout the 
Kingdom. 


Jordanian volunteer reaches out 
to help disabled poor in Yemen 


AMMAN aX) — After 
SfKnding 14 mcmihs working 
with die phy^cally dis^led in 
remote vill^es of Yemen for 
United Nations Nblunteers 
(UNV), Mohammad Abu Lail 
was gripped with «Hnegc as 
be read a farewell stai^nem as 
his final wcKksbc^ before 
reoutiing to Jordan. 

“I will remain grai^ul to 
this kind miintr y its peo- 
ple and T win carry in my 
memory and heart all the feel- 
ing of af^xeciadtxi and love as 
long as I live,” the 41-year-old 
volunteer toUi an authence of 
dvU servants, sodal workers, 
and monbers of non-govem- 
meotal txganisadons with 
whom be fa^ worked closely 
over the year 

Mfihammad waS One Of 

3,620 mid-career ixofession- 
als who took time out fiom 
their careers in 19S17 K) partic- 
ipate in XJNV, a wDlunieer- 
based programme which sup- 
poitt grassroots development ' 
projects, provides humanitari- 
an aid and promotes human 
rights and demooacy, a 
statement sakL 

Estatdished in 1970 by tbe 
United Nations, the UNV 
report to tbe United Nations 
D^Iopraent Programme 
(UNDP) and works thiou^ 
in^lDP coun&y offices around 
the world. N^y three-quar- 
ters of UNVs serve in the 
world's poorest ootiens such 
as tbe least developed coun- 
tries or small island 
economies of Africa azxl the 
Asia-Pacific i^oo. reedving 
a nxidesi inontiiiy living 
allowance only. 

When LNV began recruit- 
ing volunteers to improve 
vocational rehabilitation ser- 
\ices for the disabled in 
Yemen, Mdiammad's col- 
leagues urged him to apply. 
His profile was a p^ect 
match — he had been a social 
worker for tiK last 15 ye^ 
wntfa the Mzrustzy of Sxial 
Development where he devel- 
oped and aqiervised vocation- 
al training programmes fo' the 
disabled. Over the years, 
Mohammad hod b^rome 


well-veixed in the special 
needs of the ijigabled, publish- 
ing a series of niagazine aiti- 
cltt and appearing on radio 
and television talk ^ows. 

A graduate of social science 
and psychology from A1 
Najah Univetsity in NaUus, 
Mcrfiammad l^eves his 
mother's untimely death dur- 
ing his eady childhood 
injured him to become a 
social woker and help other 
people. 

‘The most difficult part was 
leaving my wife and five chil- 
dren ftxr an extended time;" 
admits Mc^iammad, recalling 
the iticment he was offered 
the assignment in Yemen. “Of 
course, 1 would not have been 
able to do it without my w^'s 
stqqxxL” 

Yemen, a poor; war-rav- 
aged counixy with a popula- 
tion of {QjpfoximBtely 17 mil- 
lion. a challenging task await- 
ed Mohammad and five other 
volunteer fipm the n^gion 
who were lecniited by UNV. 
About one million Yemenis 
are rf?.sabicd, many of them as 
a result of war, Bid there were 
only two rdialriliiation centres 
in tbe oountiy which catered 
to their needs. UNV le^xxxl- 
ed by ftxmulating a project to 
assist the government of 
Yemen in upgiadiiig and 
expanding their services for 
the disabled. 

With a $988,000 grant from 
the UNDP and tedinical assis- 
tance from the Inremational 
Labour Oiganisadoo. 
Mohammad and a team of 
volunteers worked extensively 
in the field, establishing eight 
community-based vocatio^ 
training centres ihiougiboui 
Yemen as well as supporting 
tbe two major centres in S anaa 
and Aden. Tbe idea was to 
engage the communities in tbe 
dewlt^ment of tbe centres 
which are owned and operaied 
by the viUagers themselves. 
This ap^oach ensured tiiai a 
sustainable mechanism was in 
place to int^raie the disabled 
population into tbe communi- 
ty by making tfiom productive 
members of society. 



Mohammad Abo Lail 

At these community-based 
centres, disabled men and 
women were tau^ a variety 

skills that would help attract 
tourists and generate incoaie, 
such as knhring. weaving, tai- 
loring and tbe production of 
leather goods. In coastal vil- 
lages, the disabled learned 
how to make fishing nets and 
take care of boats. 

“Local communities have a 
big role to play in such pro- 
granunes, because disabled 
people in remote areas don't 
hav« money to travel to urban 
cennes." explains Moham- 
mad. “Tbere is also too much 
refiance on govemmeni assis- 
tance. The cfisabled should be 
encouraged to be proactive 
and pHoductive." 

Ib^y. Mohammad is back 
working for the Minisny of 
Social Develcpmem at a voca- 


tional rehabOiiation centre for 
ihe disabled in Ruseifa. He 
was among 216 UNVs who 
served the Arab regioo last 
year. His experience in 
Yemen, he concedes, has 
strengthened his character and 
given him a renewed sense of 
commitmem towards his pro- 
fession. 

‘There are many people in 
the region who can benefit 
fixtm the JonJanian experience 
in the social development of 
the disabled." he says. 

When asked if be would 
encourage hLs children to vol- 
unteer when they grow up, 
Mohammad lespcvtded with- 
out hesitation. “Yes, but they 
must be humble and have lots 
of patience and respect for 
peq>)e and their culture. After 
aU. their would be to help 
others." 


Ifalian piano duo in Jordan for two performances 
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'.-:l^.jeaii-Claude Elias 

— The series of conceits 
%Amman music lovers have been 
to every December con- 
widi an exceptional piano duo 
otaafialy. 

Bttbata ranai-wani gjjd Domeoico 
■will play four-hand piano 
^ aementi, Rossini, de 
J^^Gaziosi, Casella and Mozart at 
'^'^cteceris sdietfoled for S^rday 
Concen Hall of tbe Union 
in /unman, and Monday at the 
of the Faculty of Educa- 
^ and Rne Arts at Yaimouk Uni- 


Four-hand performances further 
enhance the already orchestral char- 
acter of tiie piano. Cattabiani and 
Poccia are masters of the genre. They 
have played the complete repertoire 
of four hands and two by Mozart. In 
addirion to numerous concerts and 
abroad they have recorded for Itali^ 
state television (RAT) and are work- 
ino on a CD dedicated to the works 
Johannes Brahms, Claude 
Debussv and Maurice Ravel. 

Cattabiani has worked with the cel- 
ebrated composer Ennio Momcone 
_ particularly known for his unfor- 
gettable film scores and witii 
Luca Salvatori and Beatnce Cam- 


podonico. She is the artistic director 
of the Agimus branch of Giottafeira- 
ta in Rome and a member of jury of 
tbe intemational piano competition 
TW. Poccia is a specialist of the 
contemporary repertoire. He has par- 
ticipated in the performance of tiie 
"Nozze" by Igor Stravinski and is 
currently teacher at the Conservatory 
of Santa Cecilia in Rome. 

A fine interpretation by the duo of 
Johannes Brahms' Hungarian 
Dances can be heard on a CD that 
was recorded live and that was given 
to the Jordan Times by the I talian 
embassy. Manuel de Falla’s “Ritual 
Hue Dance" can also be beard on tbe 


disc. The recording reveals not only 
highly talented performers who play 
together in per^t harmony, but also 
their exceptional sensitivity to ffiffer- 
em music style. 

Among the pieces the musicians 
have chosen to play in Amman are 
tbe overmre of Rossini’s *Tbe Bar- 
ber of SeNille," de Falla's “Ritual 
Fire Dance" and Maurice Ravel's 
“Spanish Rhapsody.” 

'The concerts are held under the 
patronage of Hind Nasser and are 
present^ by tbe Italian ensbasty is 
Amman and the National Music 
Conservatory of Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation. 




going 


CHOIR 

Young Women's Christian Associa- 
y choir at the Royal Cultural 
Dec. 7 at 8:00 p.m. (daily un&I uec. 

ig Law in Germany" (in 
Olwan at the Applied Science 
Today Dec. 6. (Time of lecture to be 


checked at the university). 

EXHIBrnONS 

* Photography exhibition “Empreinces" (a 
photogfapby trip ftom Morocco to Tbrkey) at 
the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Amman, until 

Dec. 17. , . . . - 

* Works of 1 7 British artists and painters from 
the Nineteenffi Century at the British Council, 
Jabal Amman, until Dec. 10. 


* Oil paintings by Ali Najjar at Instituto Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman, until Dec. 14. 

* The Tenth Anniversary Exhibition of Con- 
temporary Arab Artists at Darat Al Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh (Tel. 4643251/2, until Jan. 28. 

* Photography exhibition entitled “Windows 
and Doors" by Hani Hourani at Baladna Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598), until 
Dec. 18. 


Air navigation conference ends 
with regional plan of action 


By Mobanmiad Ben Hussdn 

AMMAN — A five-day air 
navigation conference 
concluded Thursday by 
adopting a regional plan of 
action, an official said. 

‘The conference adopted 
common navigatioD and 
air traffic management 
plans which will be for- 
warded to tbe International 
Civil Aviation Organisa- 
tion for approval,” Raja'i 
Rifa’i, from the Civil Avia- 
tion Authority CCAA) and 
chairman of the confer- 
ence, told the Jordan 
Times. 

Tbe plan is a combina- 
tion of individual plans 
from each country that 
were harmonised and 
adopted for the first time in 
the history of the region, 
regardless of {tolitical dif- 
ferences, Rifa’i added. 

Several task forces were 
created to pursue matters 


related to studying the cost 
for utilising the European 
Global Navigation Satel- 
lite System and establish- 
ing a regional contingency 
plan for the effects of the 
Year 2000 bug on air navi- 
garioo systems within the 
region. 

Jordan is very active in 
tbe international arena and 
works through the Arab 
Civil Aviation Commis- 
sion (ACAC.) to enforce 
standards and contribute to 
finding a solution for the 
Millennium Bug problem, 
CAA Director General 
Jasser Ziyyad told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The conference also 
decided to create a special 
group to deal with prob- 
lems related to ground 
operations and safety with- 
in flight information 
regions. 

It also agreed on a draft 
plan for search and rescue 


operations which will be 
signed by neighbouring 
countries. 

“Jordan is located in the 
middle of the region, and 
therefore, most of the traf- 
fic crossing the region 
between Europe and Asia 
will benefit Jordan due to 
overflying fees," said 
Rifa'i. 

Around 52 papers and 
different presentations 
were presented during the 
conference. 

Eighty participants from 
1 2 Arab and regional coun- 
rtes including Iran and 
Israel took part in the con- 
ferenM. Delegates from 
the P^estinian National 
Authority also participated 
for the first time. Repre. 
sentatives from several 
intemational organisa- 
tions, the United Stale*: 
Australia and the Euro! 
pean Union also attended 
the conference. 
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U.K., France 
hail defence ties 


SAINT-MALO, France (R) 
— Britain and France 
worked to finalise a land- 
mark declaration on 
European defence Friday 
while a British domestic 
row over European tax har- 
monisation bubbled in the 
background. 

The declaration was set to 
round off a two-day Franco- 
British summit dominated 
by discussions over defence. 
One British diplomat 

described the talks as “quite 
hard going.'* 

Defence ministers Geor^ 
Robertson and Alain 
Richard, meeting before 
dawn on the deck of a 
British warship during an 
annual summit, sign^ a 
separate letter of intent for- 
m^ising and extending 

defence ties. 

“Standing here on HMS 
Birmingbara we start a new 
era of British-French mili- 
tary relations." Robertson 
declared, flanked by a guard 
of honour of sailors from the 
two navies. 

The document commits 
both sides to cooperate more 
closely in a number of areas 
to improve the way they 
respond to crises, allowing 
them to undertake joint inii- 
itary deployments. 

Robertson pointed to the 
leading role of Paris and 
London in putting together 
an extraction force based in 
Macedonia to help protect 
peace monitors in Kosovo 
as an example of what the 
tw'o governments intended. 

Thursday F^e Minister 


Tony Blair and President 
Jacques Chirac spent 45 
minutes trying to narrow 
differences over how to give 
Europe a stronger defence 
role — a longstanding 
Fiench aim which Britain 
has recently swung round to 
supporting. 

‘*When the Americans do 
not want to get involved, the 
European countries should 
have a c^ability of acting 
decisively," Robertson told 
reporters. 

Richard echoed Britain's 
insistence that NATO's role 
should be unaffected but 
said Europe should become 
“a significant and balancing 
power in forei^ relations.” 

Diplomats said the thorni- 
est issue still to be decided 
was the role of European 
iustimtions in creating the 
elusive defence identity. 
France wants the European 
UnioD to take over the semi- 
moribund Westem 

European Union, incorpo- 
rating it as its defence pillar. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook did his best to 
calm raw nerves at home 
over a joint push by France 
and Germany towards 
greater tax harmonisation in 
Eiiiope, celling BBC radio 
the status quo was not going 
to change. 

Cook dismissed British 
press reports on the issue as 
“scare stories" and stood by 
an earlier statement that he 
believed the high tide of 
political integration in 
Europe had passed. 

Bl^'s spokesman has 


complained that *TiystericaJ” 
coverage of the tax issue in 
Britain's mostly right-wing 
Eurosceptic press has made 
a rational deb^ impossible. 

The right-wing Daily 
Telegraph slammed Blair's 
policies on Europe Friday: 
Blair must defend the 
rights of this nation, even if 
it means giving up his for- 
mer illusions of acceptance 
in Europe. He will soon 
leam chat the pursuit of 
influence in the EU is a 
chimera," it said in an edito- 
rial. 

Cook insisted that many 
other EU states would resist 
French and German propos- 
als to end the rule that tax 
matte rs should be decided 
by unanimity. 

**We will not agree to the 
harmonisation of direct 
taxes in Britain," he said. 
British income and corpora- 
tion taxes tend to be lower 
than ID most other EU states 
and VAT (value-added tax) 
rates are different 

French Finance Minister 
Do min ique Strauss-Kahn 
and British Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Gordon 
Brown were also meeting 
Friday and were expected to 
focus on current proposals 
for a commOD withholding 
tax in the EU on savings. 
Britain and Luxembourg are 
blocking the plan. 

The two governments said 
Friday they intended to 
cooperate more closely in 
Africa, a traditional area of 
rivalry. 


OSCE slams Kazakhstan 
over election flaws 


ALMATY (R) — The 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) Friday urged tiie 
government of Kazakhstan 
to postpone a presidential 
election set for Jan. 10. 
saying its reputation 
abroad was ^ stake. 

The group warned in a 
statement that it would not 
fully recognise results 
from the poll, which 
President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev agreed to 
bring forward in October 
from 2000. His leading 
opponent has been baimed 
from taking part. 

"The government of 
Kazakhstan should post- 
pone the election to ^low 
for adequate preparations 
to ensure a democratic 
election." said the OSCE, 
which groups European 
and former Soviet states in 
Central Asia with the 
United States and Canada. 

‘This is a strong state- 
ment and was intended to 
be so." Rainer Hermann, 
OSCE election project 
coordinator in Central 
Asia, told Reuters by tele- 
phone from neighbouring 
Uzbekistan. 

Nazarbayev, who has led 
the country since Soviet 
times, has come under 
growing international 
pressure over his govern- 
ment's handling of the 
election since he agreed to 
bring it forward. 

Opposition candidates 
say that the snap early 
elections has given them 
linle time to mount a seri- 
ous challenge to 


Nazari>ayev. But the cam- 
paign is in full swi^ and 
government officials 
Friday played down the 
possibility of postpone- 
ment 

Nazarbayev is virtually 
assured of victory, particu- 
larly after his most serious 
rivtd, his former Prime 
Minister Akezhan 

Kazhegeldin, was banned 
from taking part by the 
electoral commission for 
an administrative irregu- 
larity. 

“Of particular concern is 
the refusal to register two 
candidates because of 
minor administrative con- 
victions, raising serious 
doubts whether a fairly 
contested election is possi- 
ble,'* the OSCE said in its 
statement, referring to the 
bar on Kazhegel^n and 
another candid^ue. 

Asylbek Amantai. 

TTie OSCE's Office for 
Democratic Institutions 
and Human Rights 
(ODIHR) sent a mission to 
the resource-rich Central 
Asian state of 16 million 
last month to asses the sit- 
uation. 

“Under the present cir- 
cumstances the ODIHR is 
not prepared to launch a 
full election observation 
mission." it said. 

Hermann, who was on 
the mission, said OSCE 
officials had met govern- 
ment representatives, non- 
governmental groups and 
the media, adding that the 
overwhelming impression 
was chat people were 
being intimidated into sup- 


porting Nazarbayev. 

“There were so many 
examples, a pattern 
emerged. The impression 
was obvious all over the 
icountry." 

The United States 
attacked the ruling last 
month by Kazakhstan’s 
Supreme Court which 
upheld the electoral com- 
mission's decision. 

Nazarbayev, in what crit- 
ics said was a smoke- 
screen for the international 
conununity. had written to 
the court uiging it to allow 
Kazhegeldin to stand. 

Naz^ayev is sensitive 
to his country's image 
abroad. Foreign compa- 
nies have poured billions 
of dollars into the oil. gas 
and metal sectors, and 
their investments will be 
crucial to Kazakhstan's 
long-term economic 
developmenL 

His staff defended the 
election process Friday. 

“There is a normal 
process going on here 
resulting from the decision 
by parliament (to bring the 
vote forward')." Asylbek 
Bisenbayev. Nazarbayev's 
press secretary. told 
Reuters. 

“There is a constitution 
and laws in Kazakhstan, 
and several candidates 
representing different 
movements, from commu- 
nist to liberals, have been 
registered." 

Three other candidates 
have been registered, but 
early Kazakh opinion polls 
suggest they have little 
support. 



The space shuttle Endeavour reflects off the water as it lifts off firom launch pad 39A 
at the Kennedy Space Centre. The crew was successful in their second attempt to 
be^ Mission STS-$1^ the first U.S. flight for assembly of the International Space 
Station carrying the ‘Unity' module. The Dec. 3 launch was scrubbed due to mechan- 
ical difficulties (Reuters photo) 

Endeavour launched for meeting 
with Russian module 


CAPE CANAVERAL (R) — 
The space shuttle End^vour 
blasted off from the Kennedy 
Space Ontre in a spectacular 
predawn display Friday to 
begin orbital constnicticH] of 
the $60 billion International 
Space Station. 

The ov'emi^ laimch, fol- 
lowing a flawless countdown, 
briefly spread the hues of a 
felse dawn over much of cen- 
tral Rorida. drawing gasps and 
cheers from onlookers. 

The sLx-astronaut crew plans 
to join U.S. module cani^ by 
Eiideavour to a Russian mod- 
ule 210 nautical miles in space. 

“We’re ready to start on a 
new era of intematioDai coop- 
eration in space and get this 
space station built." said 
^deavour commander Robert 
Cabana monients before the 
ftnal launch sequence. 

Endeavour was launched at 
0835 GMT — a 10-minute 
window necessitated by the 
flight path of the Russian mod- 
ule Zar>'a. or Daybreak, which 
was passing over Cq^e 
Canaveral at launch time. 

The shuttle uill woik until 
Sunday to adjust its orbit and 
rendezx'ous uith Zaiy'a 
Astronauts will mate it to the 
U.S.-bui]t Unity module in the 
first interlocking of space sta- 
tion segments in orbiL 

Once a third component — 
the trouble-plagued Russian 
command module with living 
quarters for astronauts — is 
added, the station will become 
functional. 

NASA the go-ahead ftn* 
launch Friday after a team of 


e.'qTehs detentuned a cockpit 
alaroi diat led to a iast-secc^ 
launch abort Thursday was no 
threat to the mission, a NASA 
spokesman sakL 

“Great show. Endeavour, 
and welcome to orbit” fellow 
astronaut Scott Horowitz told 
the crew from Missitxi Control 
in Houston shortly after the 
shuttle leached oitit and its 
three main engines shut down. 

Commander Cabana and his 
crew waited a year for diis 
mission, delayed as die cash- 
strapped Russian space pro- 
gramme struggled to complete 
a command module schecteled 
for launch next summer. 

The station, with a life- 
expectancy of 10-15 years, will 
take more than five years to 
build and is the most expensive 
scientific underraking ever. 
More than 40 shuttle flights 
and hundreds of houis of high- 
risk space walks will be 
required 

Supporters and detracttxs 
alike agree the station wiD 
severely test the spirit of coop- 
eration between its senior part- 
ners. the United States and the 
Russians. Once bitter cold war 
rivals, they now lead the effort 
among 16 nations to build the 
station. 

But Russia's participation is 
clouded by financial and polit- 
ical crises at home. 

’There's no question the 
Russians are unstable part- 
ners." said Dan Hedin, chief of 
staff' lor NASA's Space devel- 
cpment Office. could go 
forward without them, but 
there would be delays. Vife're 


very dqpendent on their pattic- 
ipatioD in the early years of 
ti<» developmenL" 

Since the United States aban- 
doned hs Apollo TtKxxi pro- 
gramme two decades ago. only 
the Russians have had the 
heavy boosters needed to 
launch the station's most mas- 
sive elements. 

But die threadbare Russian 
Spiace Agency has not only 
b^me dependent on U.S. 
cash. Moscow ctmtinues to 
look for ways to ripbon money 
to Us ageing Mir space statical, 
the one-time jewel of the inde- 
pendent Russian programme. 

VS. buttle launch Riday. 
bad nothing but praise for die 
station and Us pioqiecL<i. 

‘T do believe Ui the space 
programme and I want to do 
everything I can to help,” she 
told NASA administrator Dan 
Goldin and the Kennedy 
launch team. She praised the 
effots of so many countries 
“woridng together on the Idnd 
of issue the 21st century is 
going to be all abi^" 
Astronauts Jerry Ross and 
James Newman are slated to 
make duee space walks to con- 
nect Zaiya's power suprply to 
unity and to complete connec- 
dons so that the two modules 
can be pressurised. 

Upon con^letioD, the space 
station will stretch 1 10 metres 
and have more pressurised liv- 
ing and woiidng space than a 
Boemg 747 jumbo jet The sin- 
tion will become one of the 
brightest objects in the night 
sky. 


Zambia puts last touches to Congo summit 


JOHANNESBURG iR) — 
Zambian President 

Frederick Chiluba is putting 
final touches to a summit of 
heads of state which offi- 
cials say will hammer out a 
peace deal in the war-bom 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. 

Government officials in 
the Zambian capital. 
Lusaka, told Reuters Friday 
that Chiluba, who heads a 
regional preace think-tank on 
the Congo crisis, was fol- 
lowing up an agreement 
reached at a Franco-African 
summit in Paris last week to 
sign a ceasefire pact by mid- 
December. 

“He (Chiluba) is merely 


pumng finishing touches to 
ifae summit's programme. 
Everything being equal. We 
should host the talks in 
Lusaka in the next week." an 
official told Reuters by tele- 
phone from the Zambian 
capital. 

Officials at the regional 
Southern African 

Development Cornmunily 
(SADC) in neighbouring 
Botswana, which Ts helping 
to set up the s ummi t, said 
Chiluba was conducting 
telephone consultations with 
all SAOC heads of state, the 
United Nations and the 
Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU). 

‘The idea is for the sum- 


mit to be able to sign a bind- 
ing peace deal and not 
involve presidents in anoth- 
er round of wrangles,” the 
SADC oCficial said. 

Zambian government offi- 
cials could not give dates for 
the Lusaka summit to bring 
together regional leaders. 
U.N. and OAU officials as 
well as Rwandan, Ugandan 
and Libyan heads of state. 

But OAU officials said the 
Lusaka meeting would have 
to be held by mid- 
December. ahead of an 
OAU special summit on the 
former Zaire in Burkina 
Faso. 

Diplomats siaid Chiluba's 
main problem remained nar- 


rowing the gap between 
those calling for the rebels* 
participation at the talk.*; and 
those agairest. 

Previous attempts at a 
ceasefire under the auspices 
of SADC have failed 
because of the exclusion of 
rebel forces from earlier 
talks. 

Congolese President 
Laurent Kabila, who refuses 
to recognise the rebels. 
acciLses his former allies 
Uganda and Rwanda of 
fomenting the revolt and 
invading in support of those 
who took up arms again.st 
him on Aug. 2. 

The conflict has sucked in 
troops from seven nations 


and threatens to erupt into a 
full-scale multi-national war 
at the heart of Africa. 

Zimbabwe, Angola, Chad 
and Namibia all sent troops 
to help Kabila against the 
rebels, who are backed by 
Rwanda and Uganda. 
Sources say Libya and 
Sudan are also helping 
Kabila. 

The rebels failed in a bid 
to take Kinshasa in August 
but they control about 48 per 
cent of Africa's third largest 
country including the entire 
• eastern region of the Congo. 

Diplomats said the Lusaka 
meeting was expected to 
produce a ceasefire docu- 
ment to be ratified at the 


Buiidna Faso summiL 

U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan and French 
President Jacques Chirac 
said in Paris last Saturday 
that leaders of nations 
involved in the conflict had 
promised to stop fighting. 

Congo rel^I leader 
Wamba dia Wamba said 
Sunday the rebels would 
fight on but did not dismiss a 
ceasefire deal out of hand. 

Rwanda and Uganda have 
thousands of troops in the 
Congo be(xiuse of what they 
say are genuine security 
concerns. The two countries 
want the Lusaka summit to 
specifically address these 
concerns. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bosnian Serb genocide susp^ 
in court Monday 

THE HAGUE (R) — A Bosnian Serb general 
accused of genocide for his alleged role in one of the 
bloodiest incidents in the 1992-1995 Bosman wgr 
will appear before the International Criminal 
Tribunal Monday, the court said. “Radislav Krstic 
will appear Monday. The purpose of this .hearing is 
to ask the accused to enter a plea of gufl^- br noL 
(Tuilty on each of the counts in the indictment agjuitst 
&m.'' the U.N. court said in a statement Krsfic, a 
high-ranking officer in the Srpsk^ or Bosman Serb 
army, and an ally of former Bosnian Serb President 
Radovan Karadzic, was arrested by NATO troops in 
Bosnia Wednesday. He was transferred to the coori’s 
detention cells in Scheveningen near the Hague 
Thursday. Krstic. by far the most prominent Bosnian 
Serb war crimes indictee capt^d to date,', stands 
accused of genocide, persecution and mi^er. of 
Muslims from the former eastern Bosnian enefeve of 
Srebrenica. Prosecutors say he helped engineer the 
fall of Srebrenica, a U.N. safe area protected by 
Dutch U.N. troops towards the end of the war, A 
dotted 13-page indictment alleges Krstic was a-1u^ 
figure in the massacre of thousands of Bosnian 
Muslims in and around Srebrenica. The document 
says he stood shoulder to shoulder with theiK 
Bosman Serb commander Ratko Mladic. Krstic’s 
detention by NATO forces has raised the ire of 
Bosnian Serbs and Friday prompted Russia to ques- 
tion the legitimacy of the court’s sealed, or sec^ 
indictments. “The legitimacy of references to so- 
called 'secret' lists of indictees gives rise to the most 
serious doubts.” the Russian foreign ministry said in 
a statement. The tribunal switched to a system of 
secret indictments in 1997 to avoid alerting suspects. 
The court was not immediately available to comment 
on the Russian criticism. 

S. Africa’s Mbeki says 
committed to constitution 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — South African Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki said Friday be was commit- 
ted to the country's constitution and rejected sugges- 
tions he would depart from policies of reconcUia- 
tion, nation building and peace. “The deputy p^’- 
dent will continue to observe the letter and spirit of 
the provisions of the constitution and views lus alle- 
giance to the country and the constitution as 
supreme.” Mbeki's office said in a statement. Mbeki 
is expected to take over as president when Nelson 
Mandela steps down at South Africa's second 
race elections due between May and July next year, 
elections which Mbeki’s African National Congress 
should win easily. Mandela said last week the ANC 
wanted to win a two-thirds majority next year to stop 
traditionally white parties blocking he ANC]s 
progress in improving the lives of the black majori- 
ty, impoverished under decades of apartheid. A two- 
thirds majority would allow the paiW to change the 
constitution, but the party has said it has no reason to 
alter the ..new. democracy’s founding document it 
helped author. Commentators expect Mbeki's'pi^'- 
dency to focus more oh redistribution of resources Ki 
miilions of j^o'r blacks and'fess on th^ rec6ncili^"6h 
and nation building that was the focus of the 
Mandela era, a theory his office rebutted. “The fur- 
ther suggestion that the deputy president will de^ 
from the mandate of peace, reconciliation and nation 
building is as factless as it is without foundation," 
the statement said. “These policies form the corner- 
stone of the country's founding document — the 
national constitution — and do not depend on the 
whimsies of individuals or political parties," 
Mbeki’s office said. Mbeki's office said anyone who 
suggested otherwise did not support these oodoos 
and preferred to uphold the old apartheid status quo. 
“The deputy president will not allow himself to be 
distracted from the policies of the government ao(i 
the need to bring about fundamental socio-economic 
transformation of our society with a view to the cre- 
ation of a better life for all.'’ his office said. 

Four civilians, 10 police hurt 
in N. Irish clashes 

BELFAST fR) — Protestant demonstrators burled 
fireworks, bricks and bottles at police in Northeii) 
Ireland overnight and four civilians and 10 officers 
were injured, police said Friday. The violence broke 
out after 1,000 people gathered at Drumcree by 
Portadown, scene of violent clashes in July after the 
Protestant Orange Order was barred ^m staging an 
annual parade through a Catholic part of town. No 
one was seriously hurt in the clashes, but the civil- 
ians were treated injuries which included a cut on the 
head and the officers were hit by missiles, police 
said. Violent clashes have broken out at DruinerM in 
recent in recent years as security forces tried to 
enforce a ban on Orangemen parading past 
Drumcree Church and down the Catholic G^aghy 
Road. ‘The protesters attacked cars and there was an 
incident where they tried to Ujack a lorry. 'Hiey 
attacked police lines and clubs were found in the 
crowd." a police spokesman said. Police fired one 
plastic riot bullet into the crowd but there were no 
reports of arrests. Local media said the crowd bad 
gathered in support of a small permanent protest that 
has remind at Drumcree since July with the aim of 
completing the traditional parade route. The latest 
Drumcee disturbances came as efforts by British and 
Irish leaders to breathe new life into the Northeni 
Ireland peace process hit new obstacles. British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair and his Irish counter part 
Bertie Ahem expressed their frustration as the talks 
in Belfast ran into further trouble Thursday. 

Three die after blast 
at Russia military warehouse 

■EKATERINBURG, Russia (R) — Thre& fjeople 
died Friday in an explosion and fire at. a milit^ 
warehouse containing packages of artillery 
powder in Russia’s Ural city of Yekaterinburg, ot"' 
cials said. "At the present time, we have managed 
to localise the fire and are trying to establish what 
exactly happened," a local spokesman for the emer- 
gencies ministiy told Reuters. The dead were,al 
civilians. Russian news agencies said the dea^ roll 
had ri.sen to four, but this could not be immediately 
confirmed. Accidents at military sites are fairly 
common in Russia, where cash shortages hamper 
security arrangements. 
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^rld News 


Dissidents, 
a litmus test on 
China’s toierance 


BE£HNG (R) — The fate of 
tbee leading Chinese dissi- 
detain^ (his week is a 
limnis testoo Beijing’s will- 
iogoess tp live up to its 
pledge to improve human 
limits, diplomats and pro- 
democracy activists said 
Rjday. 

''Ihat’U be die thin g to 
watd^ what kind of seo- 
saces these people draw. 
assurcQDg they’re charged,” 
obe diplomat 
■Since late last year, begin- 
.-.tiiDg with the release from 
prison. _of celebrated pro- 
.dcinoc^y activist Wei 
Jigging, China’s largely 
(jomiaDt' dissident tnove- 
ment has experienced a flur- 
ly of acti%^ amid signs 
Beying may taking a softer 
line.' 

Activists were further 
emboldened by U.S. 
president BUI Clinton's 
Giina visit in late June and 
eariy July which saw 
Chinese authorities release 
dissident Wang Youcai after 
i brief period of detention. 
But adter months of play- 
ing cat-and-mouse with dis- 
adents trying to form an 
opposition party, Beijing 
appeared to have taken its 
gloves o£T with the round-up 
of key members of the 
Gnhese Democratic Party 
-r Xu Wenli, Qin Yongmin 
and Wang Youcai. 
in a departure from the 
la^t trend of short deren- 
tidas and a lecture from the 
pdice, Qin and Wang have 
been formally arrested on 
chafes of iodting to over- 
dimw the state and could 
fare up to life in prison. 

■ Xu was in police custody 
DO suspicion of harming 
oational security, a foreign 
i^tiy spokesman has 

“I think the central gov- 
emm^t is prepared to move 
agrinst the Chinese - 
Democratic Party as a 
vhok .if the international 
communi^ doesn’t pipe up 
tn ihis,^ said Peng Ming, a 
vocal pro-reform activist 
But several Western diplo- 
mats said they have not seen 
agns'of a general crack- 
down on the party so far. 
.Nevertheless, the diplo* 
QlatS‘Said the round-up was 
apparently targeting mem- 
of die Chinese 
Demoasdic Party seen as 
instruoiental in ^e coordi- 


nation of the loose patch- 
work of party cells. 

"1^‘s is clearly a sign of 
Beijing’s exasperation,” 
said one Beijing-based 
human rights anaJysL 
‘They may take two or 
three of them and give them 
long sentences and hope 
Aat will scare everyone else 
into behaving themselves,” 
the analyst said. 

A member of the Chinese 
Democratic Party’s branch 
m Shandong province 
agreed, quoting a Chinese 
proverb as saying the 
authorities may be “killing 
the chicken to frighten the 
monkey.” 

“But who are they going 
to scare? Our activities are 
protected by the law. We 
have done nothing illeeal," 
he said- 

Also at stake in the case is 
the credibility of China's 
much-trumpeted legal 
reforms and its recent 
pledge to participate in a 
United Nations treaty 
enshrining political free- 
doms. 

‘To have signed these 
international covenants and 
then to so blatantly box 
someone up for exercising 
those rights ' will give 
ammunition to those who 
are thumping the table over. 
China's ri^ts situation,” 
said another Western diplo- 
mat. 

The detentions risked 
embarrassing President 
Ginton, who staked his own 
credibility on engaging 
China on its human rights 
record as op^sed to angrily 
scolding Bdjing. 

The second diplomat said 
China would have to weight 
the risk of replacing Wei 
Jingsheng with new mar- 
tyrs. and the Communist 
Party’s perennial interest in 
securing its survival. 

“I don’t think they care 
(do much about what every- 
one else thinks. When it ' 
comes to the crunch, they're 
more worried about domes- 
tic security and bear the 
consequences,” he said. 

‘If at the end of the day 
they only get short sen- 
tences or charges get 
dropped, then I think the 
democracy movement will 
just carry on, because they 
seem to have really got a 
head of steam up since late 
last year." 


Women more at 
risk from deadliest 
lung cancer type 

LONDON (R1 — Women have some hormonal or 
are nxm likely than men genetic predisposition to 
to develop the most dead- the most deadly form of 
_ly .form of lung cancer lung cancer. 

..which is nearly always The study, which was 
caiBed by smoking, based at the Royal 
researchers have said. College of Physicians 

The results of Britain’s Research Unit, exanuned 
largest study of luns can- data from 46 hospitals. 
.^. patients, presented at The researchers will use 
'.'dw British Thoracic the information to check 
“Society winter meeting, areas of the courttry which 
showed thaf’ women under have poor survival rates 
® were at particular risk for lung cancer, 
of'getting Rmnll ceU lung Pearson said that despite 
i cancer, which is usually the publicity about the 
[.inoperable. dangers of smoking. 

**Qur research suggests teenage gifls ^ sriJl tak- 
dat‘ women have less ing up the habit ^ 
Tfiristance to the most “Wrongly, smoking in 
d®^us kind of lung teenage girls is on me 
«nca,” Mike Pearson, increase. It is vuaiiy 
^ leader of the research important that young 
icain, said in statemenL women know the 

- The- scientists do not risks they are runmng bj 

faiow why women are smoking- We rau- p 
®ote at risk than men, but vent them becoming 
4^ think there are three lung cycer vic^s of the 
possible explanations. future,' be , 

•TTiis my be due to Lung cancer is the lead 

^<*anging patterns of caiise of ^er 

booking bSaviour — in counmes. PeaKon 
;'^y women took up the small «U ^ j 

Wt a decade after men isp^cul^y 
r.sffiafced heavily during half of patients 
...Wsid War IT” month. , . 

:■ ‘may also But h^e sho^ 

in a different way that by 

■ to n^n, for example tack- the risk of s middle 
. shorter, sharper tobKco. E 

which could aged adults wh stop 

M effect on the kind smoking 
.^severity of cancer that their nsk 
% devcli ” he added. 

- ^ther^ssible expla- ^ 

^on iatiiat women may avoid nearly aU 





Parts of an anti-aircraft missile are seen near residential areas in the western port dty 
of Inchon, South Korea. South Korean forces near the heavily militarteed border acci- 
dentally launched a fiilly armed anti-aircraft missile (Reuters photo) 

U.S. Pacific commander 
says N. Korea like scorpion 


HONG KONG (R) — Admiral 
Joseph Pmeher. the lop U.S. 
commander in the Aaa-Pacific 
regicin. said Friday ihat 
CoTTvnunisi Nonb Korea was 
like a scorpioo which, if cor- 
nered. could make itself painiiiUy 
felt 

Nexth Korea irdiiiaiy forces 
had declined in recent years but 
still maintained a significant 
capability to inflict bea^ dam- 
age on (te South Korsao capital 
of Seoul, near the border, be stud. 

*ln my mind. I dunk it's Uke 
stepping on a scorpion. The scor- 
l»on will sdng you as it dies, but 
it will still sting.” he told a lun- 
cheon audience. 

‘TT we should bhioder and back 
Nonb Korea into a comer where 
they felt like the only option they 
had was to lash out ... there would 
be hundreds of diousands of 
casualties in the Seoul area,” he 
said. 

*^e (kxi't want that to happen. 
But there is no way that North 
Korea would prevad in a con- 
flict” he added. 

North Korea said Thursday dial 
morale was high arrxxig its 1.2- 
mtUion-strong army and they 
were bracing for a fight against 
the United States. 

Ptueher said there were some 
deluded members of North 
Korea’s forces, who thought they 


could win a war on the divided 
peninsula but there was “no 
way.” 

U.S. saaieg>' was to try to bring 
about change with Noi^ Korea 
without a codflia but it was very 
difficult he said. 

*'The mos graceful word I can 
use for North Koresm decision 
mafdog is mercurial and it's 
worse than that” he said. "We do 
not understand bow North Korea 
makes decisions. Tfae>' spend 
about 30 per cent of their GDP on 
thdr nulitary. it's beggaring thdr 
nadon." 

Prueher's command stretches 
from the U.S. West Coast through 
the Pacific and Indian oceans to 
the eastern coast of Africa, 
putting him in charge of the 
largest .American ur^ed coro- 
m^ 

The most fr:^e spot in the 
area was Indonesia, where there 
was simultaneous fraying of the 
military, the economy said the 
pob'dc^ scene. 

'7c's a very difficulr siaadon... 
exacerbated in Indonesia with die 
islands.’ the nundrer of cultures. 
It’s a veiy lough jcb to do under 
the best of diciuiistanoes,” he 
said. 

''Where the economics, the 
political part and the ntilitary part 
are the most frayed is in 
Indoaesia,” he said. “So 1 think 


that's one where we need to be 
watching.” 

Pruett said gxd U.S.-China 
relations were crurial m the 
region, and (Kxed eflbns to build 
contacts between the American 
mUitary and the People's 
Liberation Army (FLA). 

When Beijing staged menacing 
war games and missile tests near 
rival Taiwan in March 1996 “we 
bad zero relatior^p with the 
PLA. no communications, dar?- 
gerous situ^on lobe in.” he sail 

Washington re^xmd^ to the 
war games sending two air- 
craft carrier ^ups go the re^on. 
its biggest fleet of wsships in 
Asia since the Viemam war. 

Priieher said rince that crisis 
the U3. nuHiary had t^d to open 
a dialogue whb the PLA, "build- 
ing fbund^ons for leefuJ rela- 
tions with China for the long 
haul.” 

There was a programme with 
the PLA in 1996 and again in 
1999 but this dkJ iwt include 
combioed mi&aiy exercises. 

'There is a lot of ignorance in 
the Uruted Svaies t^xrut the diffi- 
culties of governance in China. 
Tough place to govern, 1 3 billion 
pecfile. Food, clothing, shelter, 
jobs, energy fer that mai^ petals 
is a tough job.” he said. "It's 
something our nation Deeds U) 
understand.” 
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S. Korea says missile 
launch was accident 



SEOUL (RI — South 
Korean forces near the 
heavily militarised border 
accidentally launched a 
fiilly armed anti-aircraft 
missile Friday that explod- 
ed in mid-air. injuring at 
least three. 

Defence mimstiy officials 
said the missile was fired in 
the morning during an 
equipment-checking drill at 
an air force base, in the 
western port ci^ of Inchon, 
some 40 km the bor- 
der dividing the two 
Koreas. 

The Korean air force later 
said in statement that a cir- 
cuitoty defect occurred as 
soldiers turned on a switch 
which signified that all was 
ready for inspection. 

“Normally the missile 
cannot be launched with 
this switch,” the statement 
said. “A circuitoiy problem, 
not human error, was the 
cause of the accident,” it 
added. 

The statement said mili- 
tary authorities would con- 
tinue to investigate the rea- 
son behind the dreuitory 
defecL 

Air force Lt Col. Lee 
Sung-Ryol told reporters 
earlier that an automatic 
safety device caused the 
missile to self-desDuct in 
mid-air three seconds after 
it was launched because a 
target was not assigned to 
it. 

The missile was fully 
armed, he said. Reports had 
said in the morning t^t the 
missile was unarmed. 

Fragments from the 
explo^g missile hit a 


nearby residential area, 
injuring at least three civil- 
ians and damaging cars and 
homes, Yonhap Television 
News (YThT) said. The 
flaming debris also set off a 
fire on a nearby hill. 

One man was hospitalised 
after sustaining head 
injuries from the missile's 
fragments. “I felt as if I was 
bashed with a dull and 
heavy instrumeuL I thought 
I was going to die.” he told 
■yrN. 

Another witness said: “It 
was a mess. Dust and black 
smoke (was everywhere).’' 

Local television showed 
images of damaged cars 
and broken home windows 
from the missile fragments. 
Police said 41 cars and nine 
homes and businesses were 
reported damaged by the 
explosion. 

Some 165 square metre.s 
of trees and brush were 
burnt down by flames on 
the hiU, police said. 

The missile was identified 
as a 34-year-old “(Nike 
Hercules” with a target 
range of some 160 km, 
designed for shooting down 
enemy aircraft and large 
missiles. YTN said. 

North and South Korea 
have been technically at 
war for the past 45 years 
after their 1950-53 conflict 
ended in a now fraying 
truce instead of a peace 
treaty. 

The accident near the last 
cold war fr^ontier came as 
North Korea was escalating 
its war of words with the 
United States. 

A North Korean foreign 


ministiy spokesman, in a 
statement carried by the 
olficial Korean Central 
News Agency, Friday called 
the Korean peninsula “the 
worst hot spot in the 
world.” 

The presence of U.S. 
troops in Asia was an indi- 
cator of American designs 
for militaiy' domination and 
North Korea would fight 
back “mercilessly” if neces- 
sary. he said. 

TTie comments came in 
the wake of remarks 
Thursday by North Korea's 
Vice Defence Minister Jong 
Chang-YoL who said its 
array threatened to “blow 
up" the United States in the 
event of a war and that its 
forces were bracing for a 
fight against it. 

Jong also accused U.S. 
President Bill Clinton of 
telling the 37,000 U.S. 
troops stationed in South 
Korea to prepare for war. 

Tensions have grown 
since North Korea's Aug. 
31 missile test over Japan 
and its refusal to grant 
access to what Washington 
suspects is an underground 
nuclear site near Yongbyon, 
where a Soviet-era nuclear 
power plant has been moth- 
balled under a 1994 agree- 
ment between North Korea 
and the United States. 

Wednesday, a North 
Korean military spokesman 
accused Washington of tak- 
ing a “no compromise" 
stance over Pyongyang's 
suspected nuclear site and 
said the United States was 
pushing the situation to the 
"brink of war.” 


Suharto may be under 
house arrest during probe 


JAKARTA (R) — 

Disgraced fonner 

Indonesian President 
Suharto could be placed 
under bouse arrest during 
an official probe into his 
wealth, a senior govern- 
ment official said Friday. 

State Secretary Akbar 
Tandjung told reporters 
Attorney-General Andi 
Gbalib could put the 77- 
year-old former general 
under bouse arrest while be 
investigate allegations 
Suharto bad corruptly 
amassed a personal fortune 
during his 32 years in 
power. 

*lf be feels this step is 
necessary... that there is a 
need to put Suharto under 
house arresL it is up m the 
attomey-generai," Thndjung 
said. 

Gbalib later told reporters 
he would call Suharto in for 
questioning soon. “We will 
summon Suharto as soon as 
possible — God wiffing, 
□ext week,” he said. 

Ghalib said he would also 
summon several cabinet 
ministers who, he said, may 
be able to provide informa- 
tion on Suharto’s actions 


during his years in power. 

He gave no further 
details. Several ministers 
are close to Suharto and 
owe their positions to him. 
including President B.J. 
Habibie. 

Some analysts e.stimare 
Suharto and his family 
build up a fortune worth 
S40 billion during his auto- 
cratic rule. 

Suharto denies any 
wrongdoing and recently 
told former Australian 
Prime Minister- Paul 
Keating, a close friend, that 
be was prepared to face any 
inquiry. 

Suharto ceded control of 
seven charities, worth S500 
milli on, to the government 
last week and authorities 
said last mooch they bad so 
far uncovered about S2.6 
million in accounts held by 
Suharto in local banks. 

The forestry department 
says its investigations have 
so far found that Subaitro, 
his family and friends own 
or control about nine mil- 
lion hectares of rainforest 
— about the size of the 
main island of Java. 

Suharto stepped down in 


May amid calls for democ- 
ratic reforms and growing 
unrest triggered by the 
country's worst economic 
crisis in decades. 

Habibie, his hand-picked 
successor. Thursday 

ordered Gbalib (o speed up 
his probe in the face of 
mounting protests demand- 
ing Suharto be tried over 
allegations of corruption 
and human rights abuses. 

The capital was quiet 
Friday, the Muslim prayer 
day. ^though several hun- 
dred students were gather- 
ing at differem points in the 
city, preparing to march 
lowank Suharto's home. 

Daily attempts to march 
on the home in the elite 
inner suburb of Menteng 
have been halted by heavily 
armed troops about one 
kilometre from the house. 

And about 200 women 
from a Muslim women's 
group also demonstrated in 
centi^ Jakarta's main thor- 
oughfare demanding an end 
to violent civil unrest that 
has rocked the world's 
fourth-most populated 
nation for much of this 


Taiwan candidates make final election appeals 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan's 
election campaigns hit an 
exuberant crescendo on the 
last day of campaigning 
Friday as candidates 
islandwide used every- 
thing from firecrackers and 
drums to mass rallies and 
motorcades to woo votes. 

Nowhere was the beg- 
ging and pleading noisier 
than in Taipei, where opin- 
ion polls showed a dead 
heat in Chen Shui-Bian’s 
bruising battle to keep City 
Hall for the opposition 
Democratic Progressive 
Party and away from 
Nationalist Ma Ying-Jeou. 

Chen and Ma were on the 
stump at dawn, planning to 
attend at least three mass 
rallies each in a final pusb 
before the election 
Saturday, when politicking 
is bann^. 

Many of the more than 
400 candidates vying for 
seats in a i^wly expanded 
225-seat Legislative Yuan, 
or parliament, plied 
Taiwan’s cities and vil- 
lages in ear-splitting 


soundtracks. 

Ignoring a chilly drizzle, 
canffidates and supporters 
paraded through Taipei's 
crowded streets in 
makeshift caravans of 
open jeeps, delivery trucks 
and motorbikes, beating 
gongs and drums, shooting 
off firecrackers and 
haranguing voters for sup- 
port 

In sharp contrast to the 
March 1996 presidential 
election, when China rat- 
tled Taiwan with war 
games and missile tests, 
the island's five decades of 
defiance of the communist 
mainland has had little res- 
onance this election sea- 
son. 

And ffiougb the next par- 
liament will carry Taiwan 
into a new century, most 
races were marked by a 
conspicuous lack of con- 
crete issues despite local 
worries over Asia’s reces- 
sion, nuclear pow'er, crime, 
pollution, education, the 
ageing and traffic. 

Parliament oversees a 


S4) billion stare budget 
and makes all laws except 
the constirutioD. Tbe elect- 
ed president selects the 
cabinet, but parliameDt has 
power to dismiss it 

Tbe deafening din of the 
high-profile mayoral con- 
tests left parliamentary 
candidates scrambling to 
get their names known. 

Across Taiwan, minivans 
festooned with candidates' 
names and pictures 
screamed a untver^ 
theme from their loud- 
speakers: “Remember my 
name. Remember my num- 
ber. Please support me. 
Thanks for yewr vote! 
Please, PIea.se! Thank you. 
thank you!” 

Some voiera voiced frus- 
tration over a lack of 
knowledge about most 
candidates and where they 
stand. 

“Election trucks or flags 
don't tell you anything 
about the candidate." said 
Cornelia Liap, a Taipei 
businesswoman, 

‘They just say. Please! 


Please! Vote for sucb and 
such a number That tells 
you nothing about their 
viewpoint. Such voting is a 
very blind act.” Liao said. 

The Democratic 

Progressive Party, deter- 
mined to expand its 28 per 
cent presence in parUa- 
ment to 35 per cent, took 
out newspa^r advertise- 
ments advising supported 
how to vote so as to spread 
their support across as 
many candidates as possi- 
ble. 

The p^'s clear worry 
was that incumbents would 
receive many votes and lit- 
tle known candidates 
would come up short under 
Taiwan’s complicated sys- 
tem for proportional repre- 
sentation. 

Some voters said tbe par- 
liamentary race was being 
overlooked because of tbe 
Taipei mayor's race. 

"While the parliamentary 
election is really important 
it seems to have been 
ignored,” said business- 
man C.Y. Hsieh. 


China court hears 
Internet dissident trial 


SHANGHAI (R) — A Shanghai 
court Friday b^an hearing ihe 
case of a mas acoised of using (he 
Intanet to undennine the stale, and 
authorities q^)eaied to be detain- 
ipg his wife. 

Uq a 30-year-old computer 
eo^neer. was Ixoughi before the 
Shan^iai Number One 
Intennediaie Court for inciting 
subversion of state power, a court 
enqiloyresaid. 

'This hearing is bring held 
behind closed doors,” said a court 
employee, speaking to reporters 
out tide the court building. 

*1 don't know if it is oi'er yet," 
she said about me hour after the 
scheduled stan of the bearing as 
unifofined and plainclodies police 
patrolled near the courthouse gate. 

Lin’s wife Xu Hong was not 
invited to anend the bearing but 
had told foreign reporters she 
would wah outtide du^ the pro- 
ceedings. She btiefly answerd a 
reponer's lelejdxne call but was 
audibly told to hang up 
Later atteo^ produced a record- 
ed message saying ber phone not 
in service. Lin. who was arrested 


earlier this year, has been accused 
of using the Internet to send tens of 
thousands of e-mail addresses to 
VIP Reference, a dissident publi- 
cadon based in the United Stares. 

It was unclear if any decision was 
reached at the hearing aldxxigh 
Gtinese court decisions are usual- 
ly swift. If he is convicted. Lin 
could face an>'wbere bom less 
than three years to life in prison. 

VEP Refcrenre. one of many dis- 
sident publication that have sprung 
up using the IntemeL say's it sends 
information to 25OJIO0 e-maQ 
accounts in China bom various e- 
mail addresses in the United 
States. 

Court documents called VIP 
Reference a hostile foreign evgani- 
satkm. Tbe grmq} used his data *10 
disseminate laige numbers of arti- 
cles aimed at indting subversion 
of state power and the socialist sys- 
tem.” the documents said. 

Ihe case, believed to be the first 
involving dissenr and the Internet, 
was to have been beard in a closed- 
door session ai the same court last 
month but was postponed at the 
last minute. 
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Clever approach 

THE INTERNATIONAL criminal tri- 
bunal on war crimes and crimes 
against humanity in former Yugoslavia 
succeeded in arresting a high ranking 
Serbian general implicated in war 
crimes simply because his indictment 
was left secret Had the general in 
question been accused in public he 
would have been able to escape the 
ambit of the U.N. forces which 
detained him. The prosecutor general 
at the tribunal has acted very vnsely by 
not announcing the indictment of the 
general in question beforehand. This 
new policy should prove more effective 
than the former stance which in effect 
gave cri minals adequate notice to stay 
away from U.N. soldiers operating in 
Bosnia. The implications . of the new 
judicial course ara far rendering and 
set a precedent for other Judicial pur- 
suits and apprehension of people 
charged under similar grounds. The 
fallouts of this approach not only 
touches Serbs but other nationalities, 
regardless of whether there is in place 
an international tribunal for their 
prosecution and punishment. Even 
prior to the creation of the 
International Criminal Court (ICC), 
countries could apprehend people 
accused of genocide, war crimes or 
crimes against humanity should they 
step onto national soil. Keeping indict- 
ments, whether international or 
national, under wraps would facilitate 
the arrest of cri minals guilty of inter- 
national crimes, and may prove the 
most effective deterrence against inter- 
national crimes. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i's Fahed Fanek criticised a daily newspaper for 
publishing a 1 996 economic study conducted by former 
governor of the Central Bank of Jordan, Saeed Nabulsi. 
because it is “an analysis of past targets." It is not fur 
to publish a thiee-year-old review of economic figures 
and expectations instead of evaluating actual achieve- 
ments. said the writer. What is the benefit of knowing in 
199S that the 1996 inflation was expected to be around 
3.5 per cent, or that the CBJ's reserve of hard currency 
was expected to reach $620 million, Fanek asked. Even 
discussing the issue of providing financial assistance to 
ease the negative reflections of cancelling subsidies on 
bread in L996, is worthless now. Such issues might 
interest historians, but not economists, Fanek thun- 
dered. 

A1 Ra’i’s Raja Issa said the U.S. is ready to use its mil- 
itaiy power to “solve" the U.N.-Iraq issue, yet it seems 
pow'erless to do anything to Israel, which keeps break- 
ing the Wye River Accord, except for denouncing its 
stubborn policies or sending “roses with Denis Ross," 
the Middle East peace envoy. The U.S., including 
President Bill Clinton, has put in a lot of effort to ensure 
the deal’s implementation, but Israeli conditions on the 
Palestinian National Authority form a serious obstacle. 
What is the superpower's response to such actions 
going to be. Issa asked. 


Light at the end of the tunnel for Libya 


IT WOULD seem that there is a 
flicker of light at the end of the 
tunnel in the Lockerbie case with 
the expected visit of U.N. chief 
Kofi Annan to Libya this week. 
Almost daily developments have 
been taking place in case after 
the International Court of Justice 
found that it bad the jurisdiction 
to try the case, as opposed to the 
American and British contention 
that the two Libyans suspected of 
direct involvement in the bomb- 
ing be tried in a Scottish court. 
Aner arguments and coun^- 
arguments — many of them aired 
through the media — over guar- 
antees that the two would be enti- 
tled to a due process of the law 
and would not be questioned out- 
side court, and over who would 
be the judges and where the trial 
would actually be held, it seems 
±at now Libya is ready to send 
them to the Hague for trial. But 
ambiguity still surrounds their 
fate ^ were indeed found 
guilty. 

While the U.S. and UK insist 
that they should serve the sen- 
tence in a Scottish prison, Libya 
has been demanding that the 
place of detention be outside 


British or Andean temtory. It is 
not clear yet whether a British 
guarantee that Libya would have 
consular access to them if titey 
were found guilty and seat to a 
Scottish jail has satisfied Trip^L 
Peptics even suggest tbm Briti^ 
or American — or even a com- 
bined force — could simply 
snatch the two once outside 
Libyan territory and try them at a 
place and in a nunner satisfying 
London or Washington. The 
sceptics cite the airest of AchiUe 
Lauro hijacks as an example 
although the scenario was not 
played out fully to the s^isfac- 
tion of the U.S. because Italy 
opted to free tiie suspected mas- 
termind of the hijack, 
Mohammad Abbas of the Aiab 
Liberation From, before the 
Americans could teach him. 

W^e we would not endorse 
the view that American and 
British intelligence and security 
services are waiting to snatch the 
two Libyan suspects as soon as 
they are out of Libyan control, 
we do have to take into consider- 
ation die possibility thm many 
unexpected incidents couUl take 
place or be en^eeted n> take 


place between the time of tteir 
departure from Libya and arrival 
in die Hague. 

HopefbUy, this and other bones 
of contention will be the focus of 
Annan's talks widi Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi this week. 

For technical purposes. 
Annan's talks with Qadh^ are 
expected to be limited to the 
mfeans of transpoit for the sus- 
pects ^m Libya to the 
Netherlands. But we find it 
ridiculous tH.qt the head of the 
UJ^. has been restrained by vest- 
ed interests from pursuing a logi- 
cal and all-out efibrt to resolve 
the outstanding problems once 
and for all so that the Libyan- 
U.S. conflict — which inde^ is 
at the toot of the dispute — is 
deprived of another means of 
manifestation. 

Indeed diere are many ifs and 
buts in the situation, including 
the tey question what the inisma- 
tional reaction would be if it was 
established beyond any reason- 
able doubt at the trial that the 
government of Libya had ordered 
the blast aboard the PAN AM 
flight. It is not an impossible sce- 
nario in court given the intensity 
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with which the U.S. and British 
governm ents have been going 
ahead in their anti-Libya cam- 
paign. 

At the same time, if whar we 
have heard so for is any indica- 
tion, Libya is planning to put up a 
strong defence by pr^ucing evi- 
dence which Tripoli believes will 
eftahMsh that U.S. and UK 
had deliberately suppressed proof 
of non-Libyan involvement in the 


bombing and channelled' all 
investigations wi& the pied^. 
mined goal of implicating lil^ 
One things is clean Tbea is 
strong evidence and point^ of' 
non-Libyan involven^ in 
bombing includu^ indicatk^' 
that the bomtdi^ was the ihad- 
vertenc result of a blotched drug- 
running scam. ■ 

What 1$ needed is an op^ 
minded and impaiti^ paoiel of 
judges who would brook no non- 
sense and insist on concrete eri- 
dence rather than suggifotioiB and 
material proof fails toansw^ 
questions (like the iiuxwlu^ 
link between Libya 'and the 
sophisticated detonator foe 
bomb which exploded aboaid foe 
iU-foted plane). 

Indeed, the worid is anxioiis4et^ 
ensure that the perpetrators of 
explosion should not be alld 
to get away with foe crime. 7116"^ 
muid apjxeciates the will, dela- 
tion, seriousness, objectirity and 
neutrality of law enforcement 
agencies and crime investigators 
the world over, but has to be 
sceptical when it finds foat politi- 
cal considerations could have 
clouded and misdirected them. 






tl^rrr 




Mitfi 


r 







Space: The final frontier 


Out of Order 



Brian Brown 

SOMETHING THAT I heard often while I 
was growing up was the advice foat “if you 
want to do somediing, you may as well do 
h right.** This rccommcridatioc. along with 
many others presumably airaed at enhanc- 
ing my development into a con^xtent and ' 
productive member of society, sadly, fell 
upon deaf ears. However. I be^ reflecting 
igron tins aknost-foigotteD Ime from oiy 
youth after finding out that yet another 
space shuttle flight took off yesterdr^ for 
outer space. 

This was no ordinary, run-of-the-mill 
space shuttle OighL The race into ^lace is 
besaing up again, with plans for an interna- 
tional space station involving the U.S., 
Russia, foe EU and Japan coming closer to 
reaii^. The most recent space shuttle launch 
is caning components that will be used in 
the construction of tins project, the final 
result of winch is envisioned as a sort of 
Qon-tenestrial laboratory. Being a die-hard 
{xoponent of the advancement of science, I 
heanily endorse the project, winch promis- 
es te a^ ro the kvtg 1^ of achieveiTieats (b^ 
have been made possible by die woidwide 
space programme. So in to minimise 
any arguments by deiracuxs that cost of 
le^t^ ^paoe shuttle trips and the station's 
estimated $60 NUion prvre tag are too much, 
especially at a pednt in his^ when mD- 
litns are starving and real incomes (espe- 
cially nune) the world over are on the 
decrease, I have summarised sotub of tire 


most mqxxtaix sd entifig achiev emen ts that 
have been a ^/aa/ealrc^ mankind's foiay 
into outer ^ace: 

— Compute and Ekdromes: No one 
can fo^pt^ that mankind as a whole has 
ivTiAfifpd from inDovatioQS in this field. 
Who has not reaped the joys of viewing 
satellite TV? Who has not expeiieoced the 
delight mobile {foooes trilling in the teo- 
ouid drno^ibere ^ a restaurant or theatre? 
^0 has not received tiieir dividends from 
the InllioDS of ddlas amassed by a certain 
power-bungty tedmocrat who is putting a 
sttangiduld oc die vefakrles of infannaticxi? 

Ffastic: Due to the rigours of outer 
space, newer and mote durable materials 
were lequiied, and many of these materials 
were ba^ on polymers. Ihe uses of plas- 
tics are alrnost endless, with varieties of tins 
material in wide^xead use aO over the 
world. The troubling thing ^xxit tins, some 
say, is that hi^ volume plastics use is 
foreaeaiiag the environmeat and may make 
earfo rnho^table to human life at some 
perint Iftids turns out B> be mie, then ^ 
port for tite sp^ pn^fotunte w31 certainly 
be a good investment because, in an irodc 
twist it will allow us to get foe hell out of 
here vfocn the whole planet goes up in 
smoke. 

— XANG: The s^et sweet quasi-exange 
taste oflANGvwuld, in n^oii^cia^ vindi- 
cate the entire programme even if 
nothing else bad come from it 

But die <xie probkm is that despite the 
foct diat these a^evenarats ^)eak for them- 
selves, the space progra mm e to date has 
been, fiaukly. a h^-assed endeavour. 

Mankind has aheady put h umans (S) foe 

moext but now cannot move farther away 
fioixi the earfo than a fow bundled kikxiie- 
tres, much less visit oeigjsbouring celestial 
bodte such as Mats, the would-be destina- 
tion of many well-msaoing plans. Of 
Gcxirse. evayone knows that foe trips to foe 
mocxi in the 1960s and 1970s were motivat- 
ed by politics, not sdence: foe Soviec Union 
put both dK first object ID orbit and the first 
object on the moon; the cxrly way foe U3. 
could save face was by putting the first man 
on foe moon. 

The space shucie pit^ramme represents 
foe continuation of tins half-hearted 


qjproach. Designed at first to continue foe 
space programme oo a Iowet level and later 
titflispri fer obtaming scientific infoanatiioi 
to make such sdtemes as Reagan's “Star 
Wars” project seem sane, it has now mor- 
phed into a ehaiifiejtr sexvicc for ^the-first- 
(fiU in the bIanl^iD-^)aoe." Joto Glenn, for 
example, recently herame foe first 
Amedcan to OiM the Earth" in q»ce, a 
unique hnnoiirthat ahnna restored my featfa 
in foe space tiiuttle sector. 

The t^y way; m my miDil to fix this sorry 
state a&irs is to begjn going bc^dly 
where no man has gone before. I would like 
to take tins opportum^ to encourage foe 
world's ^)ace programmes to look forward 
and exesX full efiixt to develop what could 
be a cmdai fiebf for advancmg science, not 
expmding a pack of plutocratic wallets. A 
manned mkdnn to MaiS Seems tO be foe 
logical first step in a levanqied space pro- 
gramme. Thexe is enough mcco^. if govein- 
ments around the world would b^m 
putting this wealth into avenues that ccxikl 
advance humanity rather than destroy it. 

Betides, wouldn't it be nice to run inm foe 
reaI-UfeMr.Spock? 

RECOMMENDED REAimG: Bmve New 
WoHd, by Aldous In die bride of the 

dystajMmnin>eb,l^afitdddirdIhavetogpe 
dienodto *I984’,bectmeIfeddiatitpre5em 
a much Ueaher woriMew: dun a no escepe 
and dun are no answen. That being said, 
there art some among us that beBere Bnm 
New tibHd has stoodthe test of tinu better than 
Orw^ coatrdrudoH to the eoBecdn human 
nightman. Baxley^ novel teBs the story of 
John the Savage, a man bom outside of and 
litter iittroduced as a tolid innocent to the eon- 
sumerist, hedomsdc, ready-made society that 
dominates the fittun. Uafifrtuiuttdy, ^ our 
protagonist, jB^camwlfiinelion as part of a 
sodety m which aB sources of confSet and 
stru^ have been eliminated. As a dissidait, 
be becomes somedting if a source cf amuse- 
ment to the general populace before being 
dipped off to an bbnidthitt serves as a prison 
Jdrpersmrsdndbtrtolan. Whdedupremaeof 
Brave New^ioridmay be more inUruwtihour 
times, bathe overaB socubd setup of 1984 
thes [ fear more. Ingsoc may not be the threat 
t once was, but there^ always Ingcap. 


LETTERS 


• _vi* '.T 


implementing the law 

To the editor: 

WE READ with satisfaction the news report (“Cabinet 
adopts regulation requiring foreign labourers to disclose 
place of residence." JT Dec. 2i about certain government 
measures aimed at organising and regulating the Jordan 
labour maikeL We would like to particularly commend foe 
pronouncement that the government would “activate” 
Article 1 2 of the 1 996 Labour Law which has actually bwn 
the Embassy's basis and guide since its opening in April 
T99S in trying to resolve conflicts between Jordanian 
employers and their Filipino domestic helps, relative to 
Iwhat therein is the responsibility of the employers to secure 
land pay for the issuance/renewal of their employees/guest 
'workers, failing which, said employers under the law 
jshould be penalised accordingly and defray expenses of 
|deponation outside of foe Kingdom. 

Hereunder is a summary of foe provisioos of said Article 
12 ; 

1. Jordanian employers are not allowed to engage anv rion- 
\Jordanian, e.xcept with the approval of the Minister of 
Labour, unless the work requires experience and ceq?ability 
not possessed by Jordanian employees, or there are no 
available munber to meet the need, priority being given to 
\Arab etperts, technicians and labourers. 

2. The non-Jordanian employee must obtain a work permit 
for the Minister prior to his recruitment or engagement, the 
period of which may not exceed one year renev^le. 

3. [In obtaining the work permit] The Employer shall be 
charged by the Ministry a fee for the insurance or renewal 
of the work permit for every non-Jordanian employee 
including employees mentioned in paragraph C of Article 
j3. This fee shall be considered an income to the Treasury 
and such fee shall be set out by regidation. (Note An. 3. 
para C refers to “Domestic servants, gardeners, cooks and 
persons similarly employed). 

The Employer shall be penalised a minimum fine ofJDSO 


for every month or part thereof for every non-Jordanian 
employed in violation of the provisions of this law. which, 
fine may not be reduced below its minimum in any case ami, 
for any reason. 

5. The Ernployer shall at his expense ^ect the deportation, 
upon decision by the minister, of the employee who violates 
the provisions of this Article, and such decision shall be 
executed by competent authorities. 

We find foe 1996 Labour Law a very modem and very 
enlighten^ piece of social legislation as it clearly defines 
the obligations and responsibilities of an employer to his. 
employee aud to foe government namely (1) regularise foein 
emplc^ees status with a work pennit. (2) pay the fees there- 
fore to foe government, which is basic^y a “tax” consid- 
ered an “income to the treasury” failing payment of which 
by the employer means depriving foe govenunent of much 
Tteeded revenues; C3) pay a fine of to tte government of not 
less than JD50 per month per worker woridng without work 
permit; and (.4) defray deportation expenses for an “illegal” 
employee. 

The foregoing legal and financial responsibilities are very 
fOTgh indeed, bur there is a price to be paid foe non-patron- 
ising pr^wrly equaUy qualified nation^ and other Ar^ in 
foat order. 

Jaime E. Calano 
Attacbei 

Embassy of the HuUppines 


Corr^^n 




the Amai Cancer Centre 

chairptg Amal Cancer Cehlrjeibpi^ ^-inisleesT, JT 
r<7 he dhai^^^ ^l^^ iflsdesty Qtieen 

did m appear m the list as Jffrddn 

Tbi^-^^logises for anv’ ineot^^Sdur^^msed by die 


The status Of 
Arabs and nuclear 
weapons in the 
Middle East 


Reviewed by 
Mohammad Ben Hussein 

rjTliimnisbs last week com- 
mented on foe detedoratioD cf 
the Arab states; the Iiaq-U.S. 
saga, frao-Rusaa nuclear deal 
aid the peace process. 

A1 Ra’Fs Fahed Fanek criti- 
cised tite Arab r^jmes for their 
tilence over the fluctu- 
ating status of the 
AiabT^^'^’ 
its pattonisatioa 
by Israel, 

Tbik^ and 
the United 
States. He 
said foe 

imp t fiiTipnta - 

tioD of the 
Wye River 

acend is subject 
to Netanyahu's _ 
mood. Miile Syria is 
under daily threat firom TuifcQr 
which could hit Syria any day, 
acconfiog to Tfoidfo Prime 
Minsier Mesut Yelmaz, and the 
United States is warving 
we^xns of mass destruction. 
ifaieateniDg to strike Iraq if it 
does not heed UK deonands. 
All is left to Cninioo, said 
Fanek. He added that foe Arab 
Wxkl is taking a back seat and 
watching events without taking 
^ prathcal steps to lestere its 
ima^ Fanek raid statements 
of rejection and dismissa] from 
Arab leaders are not sufficient 
and do not represent the Arab 
street's deares. There has to be 
a concrete reaction, demanded 
Fanek. 

A1 Ra'i’^ Tareq Massarwah 
sad die United States and 
Britain announced fodr sup- 
port for foe Ixatp ^iposition in 
attempting to m^Ie Iraqi 
PteskieQt Sadam Hussein, 
Maraarwah said this is a tactic 
to avdd direct re^ioiisfoility in 
overtfaronang Sadam. The 
American administration and 
Britain shouldeped the whole 
affoir on foe Iracp r^ipo siti on 
after announcing that saiictions 
imposed on foe country will 
not be lifted whDe Sadam 
Hussein is in office. Defeoing 
to UI^. Security Council ces^ 
lutxms 00 longer raanere to dis 
U.S. any more, said the writer. 
But the dteory of sanctions is 
only valid in the U.S. (Congress, 
not the test of the world, added 
Massarwah. The writer ruled 
out ai^ possibility that the Iraqi 
opposition, from abroad or 
vnthin liraq, could succeed in 
topt^ing Saddam Hussein 
eqteCiaUy since they have 
become agents of foe U.S. and 

Ankara, said Massarw^ 

AI RaT^ R^ AI Issa com- 
mented on the crisis betw een 
Iraq and the United .Sra^c as 
saying that Iraq does not have 
weqxMs of mass destruction 

more and even if it dares to 
atiadc ai^ adjacent countries 
with hs emrent arms, the 
American forces would elimi- 
nate it in a few hours. He said 
the U.S. s advanced army is the 



wedd’s iD^or power and no 
one can stand in its way. The 
writer charged that saoctioos 
imposed on Iraq teemeanfto 
ex^oft Iraqi wealth and foat foe 
U.S. is imposiog sanctioos on 
Ira) ID save Isr& its fovoufoe 
child in foe icgkn. Howne; 
AI Issa said Is^ has enough 
weapons to destroy the whole 
r^ioa but notfaiog is beiiig 
done to stop tfaear ams 
stodqnliDg, foe writer 
comnKSABciii 

1 ' ■* iii.'jft'riV' I 

AI Diisloiii^ 
Yaqcub Jdr 
esqiected that 
li^ -in 
near fidue 
will own an 
arsenal of . 
nuclear [ 

weapoos. He ^ 
the Russians ^nored 
American pressure and con-' 
ducted a Inlateial deal mfo 
Iran, and cfoai]^ foat foe U$. 
move came pressure from 
Jewish groips across foe U8. 
as wen as fnxn Israel Bin 
according oo Russian cffirials, 
Russia «£)e$ not bow to any 
outside threat and it is deter- 
mined to go on wifo its deal 
with han. The hard-fine Isiadi 
Prime Minister Beoyamm 
NeterQrabu criticised the agree- - 
meat and emsidaed it as threat 
to the stalrilty of the r^joa 
But fran and Russia insist 
dealwillbeusedfbrnon-inifi- 
caiy ptsposes and Irao activiiy 
win invtogn osonkoring from 
foe W(xld Nuclear Agency.- 
The writer expects foat hm 
win conduct nudear tests fils 
F^ddstan and hicfia bare in 
ofria to warn the rest rrf foe 
wo^ and prevent ariy attack 
m its land with weapons of 
mass destructiotL 


AI Dnstour’s Mazen Saket 
expected that most Palestinian 
final gtatiK ftwmnnfk will be 
shunned by foe hairi-line Israeli 
leados. He said dfot 
Palestinian Nadonai Anthodiy 
(FNA) as well as all lfae Arab 
leaders wiD later realise — 
albeit “very late” — ^ the 
concessions ofieied in tfte 
Icng-overtlue deal will be in 
vrun. It can be acknowk^pd 
that foe has adrieved foe 
fibetatioD of some Arab lands 
from Israel only when istaci 
annouDces hs omunitrDeitf 

i mpkiTWfi tin g all SeClEiiy 

Council resNurioDs w 
Palestine. Israel amounced 
before foe start of foe 
River accord talks it has -no 
iiiteiitioii of wiforiiaMrii^ 

more foan 13 pa cent of 
West Bank and showed to ^ 
is just as firm (xi its ^ 
Jerusalem as foe “eternal cap^ 
taloflsraeL” Israel also must 

stop foe ejqjariM of 
meiits on foe Ax^ 1®® 
because sidi an actiscon^ 
ered a flagrant vtelatioq of ^ 
of- the long-awa^ 
giaiwt ^faai signed bclwee ntne 

PNA and brad, said foe writet 
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By Michael Harrison 


The biggest merger in history 



^ MAP of the world oil industry was 
j^wn last week after- Exxon unveiled 
det^s of its $250bn merger with Mobil, 
and Total of France and Belgium's Petrofina 
joibed foixas in a $39bn European merger. 
Exxon Mobil represents the biggest merger 
in histoiy and will create the world’s pre- 
eminent oil major with revenues of $200bn, 
123,000 employees and worldwide produc- 
dm) of 23 million barrels of oil a day 

The merged U.S. oil giant forecast that it 
would generate savings of S2.8bn after two 
yearsrand shrugged off fears that regulatory 
opposition could yet scupper the deal. 

Exxon Mobil estimated that racionalisa- 
don costs would reach $2bn but it declined 
to say how many job losses could be 


entailed. In Britain, where Exxon operates 
under the Esso name, the two companies 
employ a total of 4,100 staff. 

However, shares in both Exxon and Total, 
the dominant partners in the respective 
mergers, fell on confirmation of the two 
deals as analysts questioned whether they 
were overpaying at a time of historically 
low oil prices. Exxon shares fell 5 per cent 
while Total shares took a battering on the 
Paris bourse. cra.shing by 8 per cent as the 
market opened. Brent crude slid to $10.4.^ a 
barrel. 

Analysts and oil industry observers have 
warned that Exxon Mobil will have to over- 
come serious competition concerns both in 
the U.S. and Europe, where Mobil already 
has a joint venture with BP covering 6,000 
petrol stations. European Union regulators 


are expected to force Exxon Mobil to unrav- 
el the tie-up with BP. This could result in BP 
buying back Mobil’s 30 per cent stake in the 
$5bn joint venture at a l^ock-down price. 

Analysts said Exxon Mobil could also be 
forced into heavy disposals in the U.S., 
where it dominates the petrol market, par- 
ticularly on the West Coast. However, 
Exxon Mobil said it did not expect any big 
anti-trust problems. It added that in the U.S. 
it would be of a similar scale and size, both 
nationally and regionally, as other down- 
.stream joint ventures such as the BP-Amoco 
merger. 

“This will be a company with a market 
capitalisation of $2S0bn. It can afford to 
throw the regulators a crumb of say $5bn in 
asset sales or divestments,” said Fadel 
Gheit. an oil analyst at Fahnestock in New 


York. The Exxon Mobil deal reunites two 
of the seven sisters orphaned by the 
enforced break-up in 1911 of John D Rock- 
efeller's United Standard Oil Trust. 

Exxon shareholders will own 70 per cent 
of the enlarged company and the chairman 
and chief executive of the combined group 
will be Exxon’s current Chairman Lee Ray- 
mond. Mobil shareholders will be left with 
30 per cent of the merged group and are 
being offered 1.32 Exxon shares for each 
Mobil share they own. The deal values the 
smaller oil company at $76bn. Exxon, 
which was advised by the invescment bank J 
P Morgan, estimates that the merger will 
improve its return on capital by 4 per cent 
within three to live years. 

The main elements in the $2.8bn cost-sav- 
ing programme are S 1.1 bn of savings 


through rationalisation of production pro- 
grammes. S750m through “organisational 
efficiencies” and $300m each through the 
adoption of best practices and a more selec- 
tive exploration programme. In the U.K.. 
Esso and Mobil together operate about 
2,600 petrol stations and have a combined 
market share of 25 per cent. Esso employs 
2,500 staff and has a further 780 employees 
at Exxon Chemicals. 

Mobil employs 1.300 staff in its oil and 
gas exploration division and a further 500 in 
the joint venture with BP. Total Fina will 
become the world’s sixth largest oil group 
with revenues of $53bn and net income of 
$1.9bn. However, analysts criticised the 
price Total was paying. 

— T/ie Independent 



An ‘alternative’ tour of Jerusalem 


I By Abraham Rabinovich 

HIS TOUR guide’s course lasted 
17 ye^ — (be time be qjent in 
Israeli prisms — and the view of 
I jenisdCT he offers his clients may 
I be oniqoe: that of an ex-texrorist, 
Maxist-Leniiiist, Musfim-txxn 
atiast. 

ah Jiddah stands inside Ja& 
Gate seacci^ (be faces tourists 
, fcrifledy clients. His business card 
inttodiices him as an “alternative 
dw gutde” in English, French or 
H^xew. The alternative is to the 
usual 4,000-yeaES-of-histtxy spiel 
focus is on now. 

-“I show what’s bs^ppening inside 
ibe Old City. 1 show them [Foreign 
Nfinister Ariel] Sharon’s bouse in 
ibemiddle of tbe Muslim QuartcL 
Isfaw (hem the Jewish seolers m 
de Muslim Quarter. I show diem 
die huge gap in services between 
tk and Muslim Quarters. 

1 kt them talk to Pales tinians 
who are really soious about 
peace. 

‘My best clients are American 
fcffi "n^’re very qpen-minded. 
Iget Israelis, too.” 

Ali jydah, once planted a 
benri) on the Jewish si^ of the 
is^cemtiDuing the struggle 

otemems. . . 

Ah Eddab Is a letident of the 
-Affican Quartet'’ of the Oia;€Si5t;’i 
a smeD enclave just west of the 
Mount containing 70 fam- 
ilies of si^>-Saharan descenL His 
ihber, fixxn Chad, was among a 
gibi^ Afincan Muslims who 
came in 1936 on [nlgrimage and 
lananedL 

Becatwe Chad was a French 
col^ tile French consulate 


sidised Jiddah 's tuition to the pres- 
tigious College des Freres, a 
Cadiolic high school near Jofia 
Gate. He was 17 when tbe Six Day 
War opened tbe 

'I be^ to expedenoe life under 
occupation, being stopped by sol- 
diers and told to sta^ against a 
wall widt bands up,” says Jiddah. 
’‘Groi^ of Israeli civilians began 
to come imo the Old Qty, sin gin g 
and dancing in a very arrogant 
way. I felt 1 was losing my dignity 
at both levels, person^ and nation- 
al. 

“And don’t fex]^ I’m black. To 
be a Palestinian is a problem, but 
to also be a *kushi'.„ (Among 
Arabs, it is only “primitive peo- 
ple” who mock his blackness, says 
Tiddab. “Among Israelis, die 
Ethiopian Jews are the most mis- 
oable group. They are rxx accept- 
ed).” 

Aft^ the Six Day War, tiie 
French stopped paying lus tuition, 
so Jiddah quit school and found a 
ni^t maintenance job at the old 
Egged bus station near Zion 
Square. 

He also joined the Popular Front 
for the liberation of Palestine 
(RFLP), headed by Geoige 
Habash. 

His first operationalia$sagEimenU' 
be says, came in the summer of 
M968. • t i-r 

“Israeli planes attacked the Jor- 
danian of A1 Salt a dvilian 
target We got instruedoDS to letal- 
iate by dvilians.” 

In what came to be called in 
Israel “the night of the bombs,” 
five PFLP members placed explo- 
sive charges in western Jousalem. 
Jiddah planted his in a garbage bin 





The first thing Ali Jiddah wanted after his release was to go to the Mount of 
Olives: “I got out of the car and stood for a long time looking at Jerusalem. I 
suddenly felt tears running down my face’ (photo Brian Handier) 


near Bikur Holim Hospital, its det- 
onator set to explode an hour later. 
He was in bed at home, pretendng 
to his parents to be slee^g, when 

^jhe,bomb went off. woimdin^ nine 

' 

r Two weejes l^er. four other 
member of the'cell went to Tel 
Aviv to plant bombs near the cen- 
tral bus statioD. Oie of them was 
caught and, under Interrogation, 
revealed the names of the entire 
cell. Jiddah was arrested at home 
tiua night by the General Security 
Service. 

“I didn’t play games, since all 


was known to them I was sen- 
tenced K> 20 years.” he says. 
Prison was where Ali Jidda’s 
higher education begaiL 
“At first we weren’t peraiiaed to 
'have bo<3jcs.\ tli«i ‘ ' 'staged 

^ger stri^.f^ JxK^ were 
’^owed.’* ’ ■ 

Termisis were lo^ apeax fiom 
other criminals and developed a 
hi^y oiganised routine. Each 
political faction would bold its 
OW'D study sesrions. 

“We discussed ideological, polit- 
ical. and social issues. We studied 
languages. 1 studied Hebrew and 


was asked to give iessems in Eng- 
lish and French, which I bad 
learned in hi^ school. I began to 
raise my political awareness with 
older comrades, who were more 
politically aware chan me.” 

The members of the H=LP, 
which advocates Marxism-Lenin- 
ism and aibeism, clashed initiaUy 
with members of Fateh and other 
groups, but this soon resolved 
itsdf. 

“We agreed to put our differ- 
ences on tbe shelf, otherwise we 
would be totally broken.’’ he 
recalls. 


Members of the M=LP would 
address each other as ‘rafik' 
(“comrade.”) Fateh members 
would call each other “ah” 
('Ixother.”) There would some- 
times be discussioas in \^ch 
members of different groups par- 
ticipated. 

“Prison is the most horrible 
experience you can have,” says 
Jidd^. “But what hai^iens ib^ 
d^nds on you. You can make it a 
pr^uctive experience or you can 
be broken.” 

Jiddah thought the Israelis 
would never release him, not even 
after 20 years. 

“I pre^rammed myself oa die 
basis that I would spend the rest of 
my life in prison,” he says. 

As it tui^ out. be was released 
three years early in the prisoner 
exchange with Ahmad Jibiil’s 
oiganisatirxi in 1985. 

‘1 wish I could relive that day. 
They relea^ my group in Ramal- 
lah. There were TV teams waiting 
for us. I was Mikin g to Bench tel^ 
vision when two Palestinians I 
didn't know grabbed me by the 
shoulders and put me in a car: 
They also took my cousin, who 
had been arrested with me. 

“The men were firom the PFLP. 
They took us to Jerusalem. AU the 
residents of the African Quarter 
were waiting outside to greet us. It 
was a treni^ous scene. At 10 
that ni^t we were all sitting in a 
big hall when some fiiends asked 
if there was anything 1 would like 
to see. 1 said, ‘Please take roe to 
tbe Mount of Olives.” 

“I excused myself to tbe others, 
and we drove up there. I got out of 
the car and sto^ for a long time 


Icxddiig at Jerusalem. I suddenly 
fek tears running down my face. 

*T said to myself ‘Ali, you're 
fiee now. What are you going to 
do?’ 1 swore I would do my best to 
save Jerusalem but by other 
means. No more violence.” 

Jiddah worked fbr several years 
alter his release as a joumalisL He 
has been interviewed several times 
on Israel Televisicm as a 
spedeesman for the mJP although, 
he petints out. dm is an unofficial 
design^CKi since the organisation 
is outlawed 

He married an laaeli Arab fiom 
Acre with whom be has fcxir chil- 
dren. Their apartment is close to 
diat of his fadier. who is mukhtar 
of the Afiican (^uaitec Five years 
ago be gave up journalism and 
began waking as a guide. 

He is optimistic, says Jiddah. 
diat a poL'tical solution to the 
ongoing conflict will eventually be 
found, even for Jerusalem. 

“Otherwise there will be a very 
iMg mess in diis region.” 

He still believes in socialism. *Tf 
it faDed in the Soviet Union it 
doesn't mean that it can't work.” 
he says. 

Having spoken to a visitor in a 
coffee house, Jiddah shows him 
the Afiicao Quarter, where rlxtit^ 
ers” are adding a room to some- 
one's apartment 

“We never hire people from the 
outside; we help each odier.” he 
explains. 

Jiddah then hurries back to his 
post near Jaffa Gate to seek out 
clients. There is a lamily to be fed 
and a cause to be served 


— The Jerusalem Post 


The Saturday Crossword 


SCHOOL TIES 

By Willy A. Wiseman, New York, New York 


Iraqi children die in 
‘sanctions war’ 


Acnoss 


Minwso 

1 1 \talcanie crater 
Ij B Pi^jrimageto 
I Mecca- 
ki^BBtiyibod 
ns Dinner 
N PBct 

SOMoiskorFBlipe 

df^basebaD 

21 Jepenesesash 

22 .Comic Johnson 

23 ftac^onal farm 
organizaSon? 

27 -ScooWi dagger 
28RWe 
thburtdfulhess 
29. Meed 
29 Neighbor of 
_.Martr9que- 

3l tittle Brown Jug* 

lefiatn 

M 1 w heel drive 
^-tranepori 
« Coraparatlve sufSx 
i|32.FDrlF888-dwelBng 
'I monarch's 
!; demency? 
j[tt Ci^ In S.E. Mexioo 
;^BUealtwin 
^ GoRar ' 


I ■ Tbny 

l(^.Unma*ertcry 

I'SOSis^W.'. I 

ij,. huritml 

I2i mb oCthe Palazzo 

) ' Diicale'. 

[ly.flal^lbijspoetoi 


I _ epnwioh woa Hh? 
igQaMNpWura 


^‘Jto*5n‘-grDup I 
gB^inernber 

i^Nightaarish 

L®^^artet 

iJJlmUevfcsch. 

■ 


S !^5<a 1^7 
.“iJttK.inrirpoct 
^ .ftanas- . 
«-^NQhlto ■ 
a^.ggpenheCatar 
i*';wbiWhhaiMfifi 


102 Oiinoco tributaiy 

103 BuefS Costello 

104 Native American 
language of the 
Northwest 

105 Heroic 
aceompBshmenl 

109 Mach+jet 

111 TTi^ Fr. 

112 Heart problem? 

1 16 Budd^s rsBglous 
servait? 

121 Supporters 

122 ABas letters 

123 Comibil 

124 Enmity 

125 Meth. operation 

126 Psychedelic drug, 
for short 

127 Faded in the 
sireltf) 

128 In _ (ovenluaBy) 
DOWN 

1 Metal containers 

2 Severn tributary 

3 Bologna money 

4 See regularly 

5 African naL 

6 Drtveadhglw 

7 Sngernanfdh 

8 Hin^reardoors 

9 Bassorginger 

10 Actor Victor 

11 Alaska^ capital 

12 Luaufare 

13 Buefrnents 

14 Sanctimony 

15 FdrtiBzer 

16 _ the Bed 

17 To you: Fir. 

18 Musical Home 

24 Dcrahue movie, 

'Su^ ' 

25 Evaluate 

26 BAisfim schoiam ; 

31 jacet (here Bos) 

32 Alma-__ . 

Kazakhstai ' 

33 ibxasshrine J 

35 SottpalBte [ 

37 Fusses ' 

38 Non-Pdyneslan i 

HawaBai ' 

38 Oozeout i 

40 Corker i 

41 Wniddrt Mary ' 

42 Tldalterm ^ 1 

43 Hindu melodies J 

44 Yisualaid ° 

AS Oidironliri^ o 

52 Padcage into. | 

53 Ripper , ^ 

54 Irish Rose tover » 

66 In-person exams » 

57 mgh-IQ QW ® 

58 AddamsF&fMy ^ 
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By Sarnia Nakhou 

Reuters 

FOR KHULOUD MANSOUR, sud- 
den death from an American bomb 
would be prefenJile to the slow agony 
of watching her leukaemia-stricken 
son fade away. 

“Whai should we be airaid of? Let 
them strike and finish with us,” she 
says as her seven-year-old son AJi lies 
unconscious at Baghdad’s Saddam 
Children’s Hospital. 

Air has no hair. His face is yellow, 
his belly distended. He is clinically 
dead. 

‘They stopped giving him the ueat- 
ment b^use his body cannot take it 
any more,” Mansour sobs. 

When a hospital alarm bell jangled 
on November 14 to warn people to 
Cake cover in the basement firom an 
imminent U.S. air snike, she stayed 
where she was. 

‘'We hoped to die rather than live 
every day waiting for them to attack.” 
Mansour says. 

Tbe bombing never came, averted at 
che last minute by an Iraqi climbdown 
over U.N. weapons inspections. 

Mansour’s despairing readiness to 
welcome death is an all too common 
response among Iraqis after eight 
years of crippling sanctions imp^d 
for Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Doctors and parents watch helpless- 
ly as c^dren die for lack of food and 
inedicine. Humanitarian supplies 
under Iraq's oil-for-food programme 
with tbe United Nations are intended 
to alleviate the impact of sanctions, 
hut cannot meet the needs. 

Across the cancer ward, a mother 
sleeps in peace, lockeii in the arms of 
her tiny four-year-old child, another 
leukaemia victim, who has a drip 
strapped to one hand. 

Many of tbe children elsewhere in 
the hospital suffer from respiratory 
problems, brain damage, vomiting 
and diarriioea. 

Haiztdiya Jabbar's 18-monch-old 
baby was born deformed and cries 


constantly from pain in his knotted 
limbs. 

Flies crawl over babies lying on 
bare, soiled mattresses, amid a stom- 
ach-churning smell. 

“A recent survey of water and sani- 
tation facilities in hospitals has indi- 
cated that the poor condition of facili- 
ties poses a genuine health hazard.” 
said U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan in his latest report on condi- 
tions in Iraq. 

Doctors say they are short of every- 
thing from injectable antibiotics to 
intravenous fluids. Sometimes ±ey 
have to halt surgery because of miss- 
ing drugs, scissors or anaesthetics. 

Parents have no money to buy 
appropriate food for their children, 
even on their death beds. Many have 
sold household gixnls and furniture to 
buy medicine on the black maiicet. 

“I will sell the shirt off ray back to 
save his life.” said Abbas of his four- 
year-old son Khalil, tears welling in 
his eyes. “1 have sold all 1 owned and 
pray to God to cure him.” Since 
leukaemia gripped Khalil 15 months 
ago. Abbas has travelled regularly 
ftbrn his village to Baghdad, where he 
buys blood units and takes them to 
hospital for his son. 

The last thing Abbas sold to pay for 
medicine was his own business, a 
spare parts shop, but the money dried 
up quickly as the struggle wore on. 
His son's leukaemia has progressed 
throughout his body and has killed bis 
br ain. “His condition is fatal. The doc- 
tor told us he won’t live,” Abbas says. 

Fatmeh Audeh, 48, brings her nine- 
year-old daughter Doua'a to hospital 
for regular sessions of chraiotherapy 
for her leukaemia, but cannot afford to 
feed her properly. “She needs a spe- 
cial diet but we have no money. My 
husband eanv 3,000 dinars ($1.70) a 
month,” she says. 

“I have a mentally retarded son,” 
she adds. “1 cannot pay for his tieai- 
ment. Each injection costs 45,000 
dinars. I stopped buying tbe medicine. 
He has nervous bre^downs. 


“He starts crying and breaking 
things. He hits his sisters. 

government used to pay for the 
treatment but since che embaigo they 
stopped.” she explains. 

’ne Iraqi health minisiry say.s at 
least 1 .5 iri^on Iraqis have died since 
1990 from disease and malnutrition 
because of U.N. sanctions, with 70 
per cent of the victims aged under 
five. 

Health officials have also reported a 
dramatic jump in cancer cases, genet- 
ic deformities and abnormalities in 
children bom after the 1991 Gulf war. 
especially in the south. Ttey blame 
depleted uranium munitions fired by 
U.S. and British forces as they drove 
Iraqi forces out of KuwaiL 

'‘There has been an alarming 
increase in, cancers and other unusuiti 
diseases.” environmentalist Sami A1 
Araji told Reuters. 

“Among military personnel, lym- 
phomas and leukaemia have risen five 
to six times in the last five years. 
Among childreD and civilians the rise 
has gone beyond that number.” Abbas 
describes cancer as “the di^ase of the 
aggression,” blaming it on Britain and 
the United States. 

“What did the people of Iraq do to 
America and Britain? What crime 
have the children of Iraq committed? 
They want to punish the leadership of 
Iraq, but they are killing Iraqi chil- 
dren,” Mansour says. “Who are they 
hurting except us?” Iraqis see sanc- 
tions as deadlier than bombs. “War 
is better than the embaigo, which has 
killed more people than bombs have.” 
Abbas says. “War is between soldiers, 
but tbe embargo is a war on the whole 
population of Iraq.” Aid workers say 
m^utritioD and a general collapse of 
health, educational, water and sanita- 
tion systems has put the future of a 
whole generation of Iraqis at risk. 

“This is a new method of war by the 
United States. It Is the method of star- 
vation. Bombardment is bound to end 
after a certain period, but this has no 
end,” says Abbas. 
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Seminar highlights WTO 
benefits for Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Trade and 
Industry iMTH, in cooper- 
ation with the USAID- 
funded AMIR programme, 
has launched the first of a 
series of seminars dealing 
with Jordan's move 
towards membership in the 
World Trade Organisadon 
(WTO). More than 60 per- 
sons from government 
ministries and departments 
attended the first seminar 
which was held last week 
at Amman's Inter.Cond- 
□ental Hotel. 

The process and benefits 
of accession to member- 
ship in WTO, along with 
requirements for member- 
ship, were featured in four 
hours of presentation and 
discussion. Pardcipaots 
included, in addidon to 
MTI, Ministry of Jusdce. 
Ministry of Transport 
Royal Jordanian Airlines, 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Ministry of Telecommuni- 
cadons, the Central Bank, 
Customs Department Gen- 
eral Supplies Department 
Investment Promodon Cor- 
poradon. Ministry of Cul- 
ture. Audit Burea, Amm an 


Financial Market. Institute 
of Diplomacy, the Parlia- 
ment and others. 

Tamam /U Ghoul, head of 
MTI's WTO unit and 
Farhat Farhat policy com- 
ponent leader in AMIR, 
conducted the seminar. 
Both emphasised econonuc 
benefits of membership in 
WTO, including more 
access to internadonal mar- 
kets for Jordanian cora- 
raodides and services, and 
increased trade and invest- 
ment. 

A country that meets 
WTO membership require- 
ments offers a stable and 
globally accepted business 
environment which 
encourages increased trade 
and investment. 

Accession to member- 
ship will have profound 
effects on the Jordanian 
economy, opening a variety 
of markets and creadng 
business opportunides for 
the country. 

Other joindy sponsored 
seminars in December will 
focus on rmsing awareness 
about WTO among the Jor- 
danian private sector, and 
will promote dialogue 


between the public and pri- 
vate sectors. 

The series will continue 
into 1999. focusing on the 
specific aspects of acces- 
sion and the impact and 
opportunides for Jordan 
business. 

AMIR supports these 
seminars with policy 
analyses and other pro- 
gramme assistance to MTI. 
A1 Ghoul, has been 
involved in the accession 
process for Jordan since 
1995, while Farhat joined 
AMIR a month ago. having 
recendy advised four Cen- 
tral Asian republics that 
were going through the 
WTO membership process- 

The AMIR Programme is 
a four-year economic 
opportunides project fund- 
ed by the United States 
Agency for Internadonal 
Development In addidon 
to the policy reform assis- 
tance mentioned above, the 
AMIR Programme also 
provides technic^ assis- 
tance and training in 
microfmance and business 
association support. 


Deflation threatens global 
economy — Japan report 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
global economy is threat- 
ened with growing defla- 
tionary pressures which 
could le^ to recession, a 
Japanese govemmeot 
report has warned. 

Japan, the United States 
and Europe should work 
to counter the global risks, 
said the annual Economic 
Planning Agency report 
tided White Paper on the 
World Economy. 

It cited the threats of a 
possible downturn in the 
U.S. share maiket, a pro- 
longed economic slump in 
Japan, devaluation of the 
Cmnese yuan and further 
increase in the U.S. trade 
deficiL 

“If these risks materi- 
alise in a chain reaction or 
simultaneously, the world 
economv w\\\ he subsuin- 


dally affected and a glob- 
al recession is not at aU a 
remote possibility in the 
worst case senario," the 
agency warned. 

Crisis-hit Asian 

economies will be in trou- 
ble for several years 
because their export-led 
recovery plans cannot 
deliver a ouick retum to a 
growth, the report fore- 
cast. 

“It will be very difficult 
for five countries hit by 
the currency and financial 
crises in East Asia to 
return to a growth path 
with exports leading the 
way as quickly as Mexico 
did." it said. 

Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines. South Korea 
and Thailand were not fol- 
lowing the same tight 
nioneUiry and fiscal poli- 
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cies that led Mexico's 
recovery from ffoancial 
crisis in 1994, said its 
annual report. * 

The agency said the 
Asian crisis had not 
wiped out these nations' 
growth potential, howev- 
er, and “their return to a 
high-growth path is possi- 
ble." 

The likely senario for 
Asia was a gradual 
impFOvement of the trade 
balance and inflows of 
forei^ capital, it said. 

This upturn would allow 
Asian nations to cut inter- 
est rates and stimulate 
personal consumption and 
investment, the report 
said. 

The Economic Planning 
Agency, however, warned 
against sweeping regula- 
tions of investment capi- 
tal flows. 

Free movements of cap- 
ital benefitted the global 
economy by redistribut- 
ing financial resources, it 
said. 

“Liberalisation of capi- 
tal movement should be 
well sequenced and pru- 
dent and it is important to 
distinguish long- and 
short-term capital.” said 
ilie aaency. 


Aggressive inflation 
target hurts growth 
— economist 


TEL AVIV (R) — Har- 
vard economist Jeffrey 
Sachs told a conference 
of Israel’s economic poli- 
cy makers this week that 
central banks should not 
raise interest rates to 
achieve aggressive infla- 
tion targets. 

“I don’t believe in 
aggressive (infiadonj tar- 
gets," said Sachs in a 
statement that appeared 
aimed at the Bank of 
Israel, which has used 
interest rate increases as 
a means of reining in 
inflation. 

“Too aggressively try- 
ing to eliminate inflation" 
could hurt growth, he 
said. 

The Bank of Israel 
increased the base lend- 
ing rate by 4.0 percentage 
points in November m 
response to high monthly 
consumer price indices. 

Bank of Israel Gover- 
nor Jacob Frenkel said at 
the time of the most 
recent 2.0 point hike on 
Nov. 12 that he raised 
rates to achieve the gov- 
ernment’s 1999 inflation 
target of four per cent. 

I^ation this year is 
expected to be between 
nine and ten per cent, 
within the government’s 
target of seven to 10 pu 
cent but well above earli- 
er forecasts of four per 
cent. 

Growth, meanwhile, 
has stagnated. The gov- 
ernment expects gross 
domestic product to 


expand by only 1.6 per 
cent in 1998 and 2.0-2.S 
per <^nt next year. 

Finance Minister Yaa- 
cov Neeman said he did 
not intend to raise the 
1999 inflation target 
since recent jumps in ±e 
CPI might prove to be 
isolated responses to the 
shekel's depreciation in 
October, rather than part 
of an ongoing trend. 

“fWe need) to wait a 
number of months before 
we evaluate the target to 
see if we can return to the 
inflation level we were at 
during the first half of 
1998 or if this target is 
unattainable," he told the 
conference. 

Sachs, however, said 
timt in terms of growth, 
the cost of bringing down 
inflation by single digits 
could outweigh the bene- 
fits. 

He added that the dif- 
ference between inflation 
of “eight per cent, four 
per cent or two per cent’* 
was not very significant 
and was often diffi cult to 
sustain. 

As part of his formula, 
S^hs also suggested that 
countries institute flexi- 
ble exchange rate mecha- 
nisms, maintain tight fis- 
cal policies and keep high 
fbrei^ exchange reserve 
balances rather than 
squandering reserves to 
defend overvalued cur- 
rencies. 



iOROANDHAR 

MUaRKM. 

UAfnRMM 

■MMMiDBM 


Rnw. 
iQATMmU. 
kUWMirOMAR 

bsiffTpeuwp 


Ebmohiju 

Lmdouar 

loBRirAIHaTBUM 


tOODO 

90976 

S.1881 

DS325 


0.1B88 

10000 

0.6793 

D.1005 


0.5438 
S.1434 
0 4268 
4.8149 


0102S 

09709 

0.080S 

a908B 


21.4831 

1.4124 

0.6450 


4.0552 

0.2686 

0.1995 


0.1927 
1.0211 
1.0000 
0.1026 
01048 
0.9914 
0.0823 • 
0.9260 
41408 
0.2722 
0.1629 


1.8776 
9 9480 
9.7429 
10000 
1 tail 
9.6584 

0d017 
B.0409 
40 3416 
26523 
1.5868 


1.8390 

8.7421 

9.5408 

09793 

1.0000 

9.4584 

0.7851 

Basse 

39.5065 

2.5974 

1.9539 


Q1944 

1.0300 

1.0087 

01035 

0.10S7 


1.0000 

00630 

0.9361 

4.1768 

0.2746 - 

0.1643 

0 4578 


2.3424 

1Z4093 

1Z1528 

1J4T4 

1Z736 

12.0460 

• imoo 

11J776 

50.3236 

33095 

1.9794 

5.5127 


02S77- 

1.1003 

1.0776 

0.1106 

01129- 

1J26B3 

aoes7 

looag 

4.4621 

02834 

0.17S5 


3.7W 

defid 

ostid 

03^ 

3 . 64 is[ 

asBzs 

3.40871 

isSos 

i30on 

oaoesf 


sauiANraAitK 

mnSILAWFRA 

FWINCEnAMC 

UMNVBI* 

1.9216 

7.8894 

1.6768 

2.8608 

0.3625 

1.4892 

0.3165 

0.5004 


3.6087 
14 6150 
31488 
4.9779 

35340 
14.5063 
30S36 
4 8748 

0 3736 
15339 
0.3250 
0S154 

4.5016- 

164804 

3.9279 

62094 

0.3992 

1.8387 

03483 

.aSSDB 

1 

■wsiBdanHA 

mu.vi*A“ 

MomMuwe 

11.3718 
23 3010 
48.5452 
-JflSIM 

21466 

4.3B84 

9.1836 

04262 

21918 

A4912 

9.3570 

0.43S2 

21.3540 
43 7554 
91.1599 

4.2403 

209119 

4284B6 

890727 

41525 

45303 

9.4364 

0.4390 

26.5372 

54.9810 

113.7135 

52884' 

23619 

<8397 

10.0630 

OABOa 

I'M' “ 

39596 

0.7483 

0.7m 

7 4543 

7 3000 

U.// IQ 


0.8245 

2UQG 


Z8762 

aS433 

0554B 

5 4049 

SO930 

05596 

6.7421 

OS97B 

ZQ37S 


165506 • 

3.1242 

31901 

31 0796 

30 4364 

3 2179 

38.7692 

3 4377 

11 TIM 


21709 

0.4098 

0.4184 

4.0768 

3.9922 

0.4221 


04509 

1.S37I 

kss 

1.198S 


0.2310 

92506 

72040 


2.8074 


0.S48g 











■M'‘ :: r:- 





1.0000 

1.6716 

0.8002 

07350 

01790 

05423 

05326 

60617 

1.1785 


05863 

1.0000 

03981 

0.4397 

01071 

05039 

00158 

3.6255 

07D51 

BEiauurriMiK 

14862 

27851 

10000 

12246 

02953 

1.4035 

00878 

101000 

10631 


raoDS 

9 2742 

08160 

10000 

02436 

1.1461 

072SD 

6247S 

1.6035 


&S8S7 

03385 

03524 

A 1053 

1.0000 

A7049 

29762 

335557 

85BZ7 


1167200 

1804405 

712520. 

872556 

212543 

1.0000 

832566 

7106416 

136911! 

NfiUANDCtUSR 

IJ768 

11371 

1.1284 

1.3784 

03360 

1.5509 

1.0000 

11.3766 

22111 

LwDeMKWMA 

BDS11 

114574 

48320 

SB173 

14414 

67816 

42895 

408031 . 

04683 


164971 

27.5748 

09010 

121249 

29535 

108955 

07800 

10000 

104415 

BCLfiaiHHUMe 

34J7D0 

574495 

RTTTttH 

252509 


209505 

103131 

2003396 

40SOE 


1.S8B7 

26723 

0.9595 

1.1790 

02B82 

1.3486 

06618 

06809 

10U1 

'J'lJjj.' 

26106 

40078 

1S860 

20656 

0503? 

23673 

1.4975 

17.0363 

03123 

1 ii 1 ~i~i M 

20878 

24082 

12230 

1.4977 

03648 

1.7165 

1.0665 

123S25 

2401! 

UlSnUMNUMB 

11.7180 

105086 

70320 

06124 

20979 

06703 

62436 

71.0307 

130067 

BIWMDOUAR 

16S70 

25891 


1.1296 

027S2 

12946 

06189 

09168 

T6114 

EURO 

08485 

1.4183 



01619 

0.7147 

D4S2I 

01435. 

10OK 


MAJOR CURRBOCieSABAWST JOWaANPft^ 


CENTRAL BAM( BULlfTW 


1 1' ' 1 II 1 




POA ANV BMORS OR H8TMCS 

UgfITWTTMJI'l wrri c&u 

1 

Tf 

1 



iM.vii' 

■ESiiZZ 





1 aianev 

ia 

3B 


IT? J 





016BO 
It NMD 

50313 

06200 

40000 

04100 

MSI 

!i 1 i.in ) 1' 



Ml 1 'W 

■ElEI] 

■GZS 


03600 

09000 

04300 

03790 

03000 

S313S 

HEEQ 

TrTTrV.:>'-3^^^m 


IIKEI3 

■'Tirr.ToTirr^™ 



111.’ V 1 , 

10300 

OODOO 

laooo 

00000 

10000 

OCODO 


1 

■EZZSHmiil 


Philippines officially plunges into recession 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
Philippine economy went 
into recession in the third 
quaiter. according to offi- 
cial data, but the govern- 
ment and private econo- 
mists rem^ed 
about growth prospects. 

Economic Fladiaing 
Secretary Felipe Medalla 
said gross doraesde prod- 
uct (GDP) contracted 0.1 
per cent in the three 
months to September. 

It was the second suc- 
cessive quarterly <3DP 
decline mer a 1.2 per 
cent fall in the thm 
months to June, Two con- 
secutive quarters of neg- 
ative GDP growth techni- 
cally constitute a reces- 
sion. 

The Philippines 
became the eighth reces- 
sion casualty in Asia, fol- 
lowing Japan. Indonesia. 
South Korea, Thailand. 


Malaysia, Hong Kong 
and Singapore. 

However Medalla 

insisted the country bad 
“successfully escaped 

recession," citing gross 


ubbeaf-*- naticHial prSduSt (' 

growth or 0.8 per cent in 
the third quarter. GNP 
takes into account 
io^me acquiring fixim 
^road. 

He said the government 
used GNP as its basis for 
computing a recession, 
adding that GDP figures 
might eventually be 
revised upward since 
did not include cer- 
tain items in calculating 
the data. 

Medalla credited the 
ttifiference between the 
GNP and the GDP per- 
formance to the remit- 
lances of about four mil- 
lion Filipinos working 
overseas. 


He also said averas 
GNP of one per cent 
the whole year was still 
“feasible" and a 0.5 per 
cent GDP target was 
“still within reach." 

“In a sea of very nega- 
tive growth in the region 
this is really positive 
news," Medalla told 
reporters. 

The drop in the GDP 
was blamra on the agri- 
culture and fisheries sec- 
tor which declined 3.1 
per cent in the September 
quarter due largely to 
effects of a drought 
spawned the El Nmo 
atmospheric phenome- 
non. 

Industry was also down 
1.7 per cent while manu- 
facturing and services 
inched up 0.9 per cent 
and 2.6 |Kr cent, respec- 
tively. 

Medalla also expressed 


optimism the country 
would enjoy 3.5 per cent 
GNP growth and three 
per cent GDP ejroansion 
m 1999 as the eftects of 
the Asian financial crisis 
fade. 

“The state of the local 
economy is that it has 
bottomed out and we are 
quite bullish about 
1999," he added. 

President Joseph Estra- 
da, in a speech to busi- 
nessmen an hour before 
the GNP figures were 
released, said: “We are 
confident that the Philip- 
pines will soon recover 
mm the Asian fiDanciaJ 
crisis.” 

He cited the stability of 
the foreign exchange 
rate, the f^ in inflation 
and interest rates and the 
strength of the banking 
sector compared to other 
countries In the recion. 
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Francis Varela an 
economist with Asian 
Bank, a local bank, noted 
that even with the nega- 
tive GDP figure, >c 
would still be in ajniicb 
better situation thi^ tbe 
other conntries in::As« 
because our declines 
have been Trader xm^ 
pared to countries like 
Thailand and Indonesia.” 

The government bad 
previously been boasting 
that Che Philippines 
likely to escape a reces s 
sion altogether, making it >•- >. 

stand-out further among fj. 

Asian nations. 1 , 

“Obviously there will 
be some dampened .r:,,-,- 

enthusiasm there," now - 

that the figures are oui : 

Varela said, but added 
that investor interest 
would .still continue. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Edjfed by Wayne Robert WiHtams 


ACROSS 
1 Movie award 
6 Cradle call 
10 Come up short 

14 Puf info words 

15 First husband? 

16 Does 
something 

17 Rides the 
waves 

18 Quickly 
20 Kidnap 

22 High crags 

23 Holid^ lead-in 

24 Auto 
maintenance 
jobs 

26 Routine duties 
28 Deceive 

31 Viewed 

32 Thirst 
quenchers 

33 Costa 

35 Razor 

sharpener 

39 Tide type 

40 Laurel and 
MiKita 

42 Bees' home 

43 OHers relief 
from discomtort' 

45 Ye Shoppe 

46 Earthly 

paradise 

47 Water pitcher 
49 Library patrons 
51 Set of steps 

54 ''Camille' star 

55 Aflen craft; 
abbr. 

56 Inland sea of 
Asia 

5S Finnish baths 
62 immediately 

65 Discount buy, 
briefly 

66 •_ la OouC9‘ 

67 Ripped 

68 Bnrig [oy 

69 Distribute 
hands 

70 Pub 
preferences 

71 Make lawn 
repairs 

DOWN 

1 Mountain m 
Thessaly 

2 Torn ticket 
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Peanuts 


IF TOU'RE ^IN6 
TO Fl> south, I 
SU66E5T YOU'D 
BETTER 6ET 
I STARTED.. 




By Roger Cobum 
Summerville, GA 

3 Joker 

4 Qulddy 

5 Rrefighter's 

fsat 

6 Baudelaire's 
'Les fleurs du 

7 Mine entrances 

8 Type of shark 

9 Set an arbitrary 
punishment 

10 Vegas 

1 1 Orange shade 

12 Appliance 

13 Sot. Ketauver 
19 Fire residue 
21 $ki-slope 

devices 
25 Newspaper 
employee 

27 Quickly 

28 Horse hair 

29 Inkling 

30 Oceans 

31 _ Day 
O'Connor 

34 Coolidge 
casual^ 

36 Take the bus 

37 Beyond 
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>D|AL NEVER 
DO TT. MISSUS 
-WUM4MBTD 
BEAKETO 
KOPYOUR 
AWmSWT? 


TAKENONCmCE, , 
.MUM-MIS UORSte) 
^W ENTP OWN, 

'TESraSQaY 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 




38 Writing tools 
41 Oracles 
44 Workout 
wetness 
48 List of lapses 

50 Oecreaser 

51 Gruesome 

52 In flames 

53 Religious tenet 


54 Angry gaze 
57 UmF truant 

59 Long and 
Peeples 

60 Countertenor 

61 Luge 

63 Linden of 
'Barney Miller* 

64 Affirmative 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 
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''I'm' 





Now isn’t a good time to talk, 
argue better after I’ve forgotten 
what I was angry about.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD 

by Henri Arnold and Miks Argmon 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to 
lorm tour ordinary words. 
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WHAT THE VDUN? 
PRUMMEP5 Pll? 
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NOW arrange the drefed tel*®® ® 
form the surprise answK ** **■ 
gested by the above cartoon- 


^ -A. -A. ^ <1- 


Answer a 

K.AAA Jl L ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(/Vswets 

Yesterday’s I Jumbles: nippy LATHE SEPTiC 

Answer. The kind ot audience the zookeeper had v”*" 
he washed the cage — "CAPTIVE* 
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Beat 


^FBview^o^ews from the Arabic Press 

Wster sector to receive lion’s share of 
capital spending in next year’s budget 


*♦ THE RECURRENT spending is 
estiznated at JD1.683 million in the 
:.1999 bi^et or 78 per cent of the bud- 
get which totals JD2.160 million for 
next year. Capital spending is expect- 
ed m account for the remaining 22 per 

• cMt, or JD477 million. 

-The government targets a budget 
deficit of seven per cent of the total 
gross domestic product estimated at 

• JD5,540 million, or about JD378.8 
miliion. The Council of Ministers is 
expected to endorse the 1999 draft 
budget Satorday and to transfer it to 
die Lower House on the same day in 
or^ to specify the time for debating 
iL The Cabinet on TYiesday approved 
an addendum to the 1998 budget 
totalling JD133 million. 

Local revenues for next year were 
estimated at around JD 1.782.3, repre- 
senting more than 80 per cent of 
Iwdget noting that "a good sav- 
ing was achieved between recurrent 
revenues and recurrent savings." 
Wages of civil servants were estimat- 
ed at JD352 million or 1 6.3 per cent of 
the total budget 

A JD3S million amount was bud- 
geted for the projects of the Social 
Pl^ctivity Programme but the funds 
earmarked for food subsidies were 
lowered by the same figure expected 
from the cuts in bread prices early 
next year. An informed source said 
that in return for cutting bread prices, 
the subsidy will be lifted except to 
those who are beneficiaries from the 
National Aid Fund and military per- 
sonnel. 

Subsidies will continue for other 


foodstuffs but specifically to benefit 
those who earn less than JD500 a 
month. The source said that no deci- 
sion was taken regarding the alloca- 
tions for wheat subsidy although it 
was extended. “The government pre- 
feTOd to leave the issue for discussion 
with the legislative au^ority widun 
the framework of dialogue that will 
st^ with the deputies to arrive at a 
suitable equation that would satisfy 
the Lower House," the source added. 

The 1999 budget focused on two 
aspects the first being the social 
dimension and the second in covering 
all types of expenditures so as there 
would no way to issue any addendums 
for the budget 

The water sector took the lion's 
share of capital spending in next 
year's budget and an independent bud- 
get was formulated for each gover- 
norate. As such, the general budget 
took into consideration the principle 
of decentralisation but ad venues of 
spending in the govemorates were tied 
to the central authority in Amman 
through the ministries and depart- 
ments to the directorates in each gov- 
emorate. 

Tbe source indicated that the target- 
ed sev'en per cent deficit was in har- 
mony with the expected giWth rate 
and money supply. The deficit, which 
was calculated based on detailed 
financial and monetary studies, has 
left a share of the credits to the private 
sector. Allocations were also budgeted 
to repay instalments of loans and 
interest (A1 Ra*i). 


HOROSCOPE 

FOP^CAST FOR SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1998 

. . . ; Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Ser\'ices, Inc. 

ARI^: (March 2] to April 29) There are a lor of people 
yte’d like to see, but you'd be wise to have them come to 
neighbourhood instead of the otiier way around. 

got plenty of sniff you can interest them in, and it 
save you resources and energy. Both of those are 
scarcer commodities than you'd like co admiL 
-lATJRUS: (April 20 to May 20) This would be a ^eaf 
to learn a new skill Since money is still an issue, 
'^"about leaming to make something you can sell? Peo- 
^ te^ to go into buying frenzies this time of year, so you 
nri g)|t find a ready mad^ for your product You already 
.-Idxw'how to pinch pennies. Now, try to find ways to gen- 
;<rate income. 

(May 21 to June 21) Looks like you're in a 
penny-pinching mood. Thai means it's a good time to go 
^shopping, especially if you and your partner need to buy 
.SQODiBdiing together. Figuring out what could be a chal- 
lenge.. You both have strong ideas. If your money is 
involved, make sure you get your two cents' worth in. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) You have to stand up for 
. vhai you want in order to get it, and today is no e.xcej^on. 
You and someone you live with could clash temporarily. 
.!Hie other person may be in a rotten mood, but you can 
overpower him or her with a great combination of sweet- 
ness and strength. Be polite, but stay in control. 

UEO: (July 23 to August 22) You're taking little jaunts 
down memory lane today. You may even have had a dream 
dxNitlhe past last night — past romances, conversations, 
.plans that you and a certain someone were making for the 
'fiftoie: The problem is that you have a little tetween 

the fruuasy awt the reality. Today, work on bridging that 


GO: (August 23 to September 22 j Your friends would 

love you to join them in a fiin-fiUed afternoon. Your house 
'Would certainly be most convenient for you, so why not 
. invite them over? It looks like your home is the best place 
■fix a gathering this afternoon aind all through the weekend. 

• so the more the merrier!. 

-tIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) An older person 
•'Wants to dominate your rim e today, so go ahead and sub- 
■ iJut.Yqu can impress this person with the skills you’ve 
..recently leameH, so you can show off as well^. Be polite. 

mannered a little deferent to tbe other s authority, 
•ti'diofft, be respectful: the respect you receive in return 
.li'ndlheevra greater. , , , . 

L'8GORPIO:(C)ctober24 to November 21)You ve worj^ 

^haiti this week and you deserve a little relaxation. You jure 
s Kg group of people around, and you treat them all ^e 
■family. Ibat's one reason they hang around with you. The 
Piher reason is you’ve just so much fun. H^ng a 
irc^) involved with your activities this weekend will keep 

c^enses do^ too. ^ ■»!% vx.. 

-SAGirCARIUS: (November 22 to December -I) You 
could make a good deal today if you're willing to b^r- 
•Vou’ie sometimes good at thau but if your h^isn t in it, 
■you conld be die other person's dream instead. If you th^ 
person needs the money more than 
"Kni or her a tip instead of trying to get the u 

C^IUCORN: (December 22 to January 19) Tr^ is a 
day for innovation. You and a foend can dewlop 

, Hant ideas. Your ideas bufid as foe other persononers^ 

I 'gestions, and the same thing happens back. syn^ 
^gaietates an enonnous wave of energy, wfo J' 
cany out just about anything you can dream up. 

:fial . . . . ^ 

t^QOARIUS: (Januaiy 20 to Februaiy 18) 

; ^peekend, but you have to woit Well, it s ^ ' 

off most of foe week, and now you 
JKJlYou can concentrate a little better w^y 

duting foe week. It’s not necessanly but it 

• ^leasifir to keep vour mind on tbe tpk at h^ ' 
■?KG¥S: (rS 19 to March 20) Looks 

It’s about time. You've been ^ 

bf difietent dunes all week, and your nerves may^sna 

You still have some exciting to 

®^. tiscuss them with a person who al y 
“Jderaand. It’ll hdp you calm down and make ^ 

aedsipa. 

'ffirth Stone of December: 'Dirqnoise 


Hotel 

Inter.Continental 
Jordan Interfit 
SPA 

celebrates 1st 
anniversary 

HOTBr INTER.CO)^- 
NENTAL .VJolrdan: • cele- 
brates today the 1st 
anniversary of foe Interfit 
Spa. The Interfit Spa 
which was officially 
opened last year by Min- 
ister of Tourism & Antiq- 
uities Akel Biltaji has 
become the talk of foe 
town in Amman. Tbe spa 
offers its members a state- 
of-the-art gym equipped 
with foe best machines to 
ensure your fitness and 
enjoyment. 

The Interfit Spa encom- 
passes a beautiful indoor 
pool, sauna, steamrooms, 
a healthy juice bar with a 
wide range of tempting 
healthy food and drinks, a 
boutique displaying an 
extensive range of cos- 
metics. make up, gift 
packs and sports wear. 
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EU: 500,000 information 


technoiogy jobs going 
begging for iack of skiii 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Over 
SOO.OOO jobs in Europe's 
information technology 
(IT) sector are cunemly 
unfilled ^cause of skill 
shonages. a European 
Conunission report said 
this week. 

A failure to address these 
.^shortages urgently will 
“carry a heavy price" for 
European Union (EU) 
countries growth and com- 
petitiveness. as well as for 
employment levels, the 
report warned. 

To address the crisis, the 
commission said the EU 
had to do more to encour- 
age srart-up firms in the 
sector and boost IT training 
in schools and colleges as 
well as for people already 
in work. 


Underlining the potential 
of informadou-related 
industries, the report said 
the EU audiovisual market 
would grow by 70 per cent 
by 2005. creating up to 

300.000 new jobs. Another 

150.000 jobs would be cre- 
ated if other EU countries 
matched Finland's mobile 
phone densit>'. 

A report published by 
U.S. computer giant 
Microsoft in September 
said that the number of 
unfilled IT jobs in Europe 
will have groum to 1.6 mil- 
lion by 2(X)2. seriously 
undermining foe capacity 
of Europe's businesses to 
embrace new technologies 
like the Internet. 

That report w*amed that 
foe huge tas^ of adapting 


computer systems to cope 
with foe millennium bug 
and foe switchover to foe 
single European currency 
were soaking up scarce IT 
personnel, preventing com- 
panies from addressing 
issues like the training and 
reskilling of foe broader 
workforce. 

Over four million people 
currently work in IT indus- 
tries in the EU, accounting 
for five per cent of foe 
bloc’s gross domestic prod- 
uct. 

Bernard Veignes. the 
chairman of Microsoft 
Europe, has said foe num- 
ber of IT workers could 
reach 12 million by 2002 if 
the sector's potential was 
fully realised. 


Qatar attracts lenders but pays 
more as oil price slides 


DOHA (R) — Comforted by 
Qatar's huge gas reserves and 
big name development pro- 
jects, foreign banks continue to 
lend millions of dollars to the 
Arab Gulf state desjMte this 
year's dive in oil prices, 
bankers and officials say. 

But the price slide combined 
with financial turmoil in other 
emerging markets is forcing 
Qatar, a dny oil producer with 
seven per cent of the world's 
gas reserves, to pay a premium 
to aitraci lenders. 

The latest in a string of loans 
was signed this week when 
banks lent S5 1 0 million to fimd 
expansion plans by refiner 
National Oil DisiribuiioD Co 
(Nodco). Next week, another 
grciup is to lend S475 million to 
C^alar Vinyl Co, a petrochemi- 
cal firm. 

They foUow hard on the heels 
of a SlOO million facility 
arranged in July by i^onaJ 
banks for a new five-star hotel. 

**You will see mote deals 
being signed in tbe next two 
months." Hnance Minister 
Youssef Hussein Kamal told 
Reuters. 

Tbe deals raise the tally of 
Qatar's external debt built up 
over the past four years to more 
than $12 billion, or 130 per 
cent of gross domestic produci. 

Threeniuarteis of these arc 
project-relaied and non- 
recourse finance, so repaymem 
Stans after foe project is com- 
missioned and they are not 
directly guaranteed by the suite. 
StiD, most vennires have suite- 
owned firms as majori^^ share- 
holders. 'The massive drop in 
crude oil prices has not altered 
foe intenoational financial com- 
muniiy's perceptions about the 
(Qatari economy," Pariba> 
Chatiman Andre Levy-Lung 
said. 

“The fundamentals remain 
siJODg and the outlook for Uv 
economy is bright," be said on 
a recent rist to Doha. Pariba.s 


arranged the Qatar Vinyl Co 
loan. 

Bankers said the presence of 
big forrign firms in Qatari ven- 
tures vfas a major attraction to 
project financiers. Qatar Vinyl's 
foreign partners include Nor- 
way's Norsk Hydro and a unit 
of France's Elf Aquitaine. 

Another source of confidence 
is Qatar's huge gas reserves, the 
basis of its drive to develop new 
tndusDv. Until these plans are 
realised Qatar is relying on its 
smaD oil reserves, 

“With around seven per cent 
of the world gas reserves con- 
centrated in its cDDdnenial shelf 
and a pragmatic political lead- 
ership, Qatar still represents 
investors' paradise," said an 
economist working with a 
(Qatari bank, who asked not to 
be named. 

But turmoil in emeiphg mar- 
kers is taking is toll, forcing up 
loan, prices and encouraging 


(^aiar to put off a bond issue. 

"High^ margins on loans are 
inevitable, as you see in the 
Nodco case. But these are 
mainly due to the .\sian crisis 
and a general deterioration in 
the economic climate and are 
not going to starve good pro- 
jects of financing." the econo- 
mist said. 

The nine-year Nodco loan 
was priced at between 55 basis 
points (bps) over the London 
Interbank Offered Rate 
(LIBOR) for the first four 
years, 65 bps for years five and 
six and 85 bps for the remain- 
ing three years. Nodco is a sub- 
sidiary of state-owned Qatar 
General Petroleum Corp. 

In 1997. the pricing for 
(Qatar's sovereign borrowing on 
five-year loans, each wonh 
betv^n $300 raiUion-S5(X) 
miliioD. rose during foe year 
from 30 bps to 40 bps over 
LIBOR. 
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On Friday & Sunday {Lunch a Dinner) 

'£ Adutts=8JD's - klds=4JD^s - under 5 years=Free 

I For Reservation Call 4658850 
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DAJANIJEWELLERS a Stress - free Christmas 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call:| 
Abdoun Real Estate 

59206055920609/1 079(530007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 
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Quariity Sfvicad SuHes 

*One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
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Asian Games 

Jordan hopes to win medals 

in boxing, taekwondo 


By Aleen Bannayan 

AMMAN — The 
Kingdom's delegation to the 
Dec. 6-20 Asian Games has 
arrived in Ban^ok. 
TbaUand. with high hopes 
of achieving the county's 
first Asian gold medal. 

The taekwondo team, 
firesh out of a ten-day train- 
ing camp in Taiwan, is 
favoured to bring further 
glory as Che councry'*$ sole 
Asian Games medals were 
achieved through the spoil 
with three silver and five 
bronze medals in Seoul ‘86 
and Hiroshima ‘94 Games. 

The team is headed by 
Ib rahim Aqil. who won the 
gold medal at the recently 
concluded World Military 
Games in Houston. Texas. 

The rest of his teammates 
were also medal winners at 
the last Pan-Arab Games in 
BeiiuL Those include gold 
medallist Hussein Tableh, 
silver medallist Mohammad 
Abu] Ruz, Zaha Talhouni. 
Nancy Hindi, and bronze 
medallist Ahlam Bino. 

Jordan's delegation also 
pins high hopes on 
Mohammad Abu Khadijeh. 
one of the counccy's leading 


sportsmen having won the 
boxing gold medal at the Sth 
Pan-A^ Games, at the 
West Asian Games in 
Tehran and Jordan's only 
gold at the 18th Arab 
Boxing Championships 
which concluded in Tunisia 
recently. 

The athletics team 
includes Fakhreddin Fuad 
— a gold medallist in the 
Pan-Arab Games high 
jump. 

The team just concluded a 
. training camp in Qatar 
'where Fuad achieved 215 
centimetres, and Just came 
short of his record of 222 
cm. 

Teammate Mohammad 
Abdul Baqi set a new 
Jordanian record in the 
triple jump with 15.S3 
metres — 18 centimetres 
more than his previous 
mark. 

The delegation also 
includes Pan-Arab Games 
boxing gold medal winner 
Aym^ Nadi, and bronze 
medallist Basel Hindawi: 
judo's sliver medallist Musa 
Khalaf, swimming's bronze 
medallist Hana MajaJ: 
karate bronze medallist 
Butheina Mahsiri and 


weightlifting's Ayed 

Khawaldeh who became the 
fust Jordanian to win three 
bronze medals in any event 

The Kingdom joins 41 
countries in the last sporting 
event of the century with 
only Saudi Arabia and 
Afghanistan missing the 
event. 

Jordan Olympic 

Committee iJOC) Secretary 
General Ismat Kurd! under- 
lined the importance of tak- 
ing part in the Asian Games 
saying it was “part of plans 
of the Ministry of Culture 
and Youth to prepare teams 
for the upcoming Pan-Arab 
Games in Amman next sum- 
mer and the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics.” 

"It is an invaluable chance 
to assess our teams and pin- 
point our location on the 
map of Asian sports,” Kurdi 
added. 

With Minister of Culture 
and Youth Talal Sata'an A1 
Hassan missing the meet- 
ings of the Olympic Council 
of Asia (OCA) which will 
be held on the sidelines of 
the Games. JOC >^ce 
Qiairman Mouaffaq AI 
Fawwaz and Kurdi will rep- 
resent Jordan at the meet- 
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A fomily poses for a photo in front of a naga, Imythical Thai serpent) outside the main 
athletics stadium at the Thamniasat University complex. Competition for the track 
and Geld events of the 13th Asian Games begins Dec. 13. Teams fttim 41 Asian nations 
will be participating in the Games which officially opens Sunday (AFP photo) 

N. Korea, Laos debtors of Asian sport 

BANGKOK (R) — .^sian sports debtor costs were Laos. North Korea nnri 


nations — formally — are Laos and North 
Korea. 

Cambodia is maybe a downside risk. 

An Asian Games spokesman said two 
days before the start of the December 6-20 


Cambodia. 

But war-tom Cambodia's situation is less 
clear. 

The spokesman said that paid the first 


event the only nations that had formally installament of money required from 
applied for subsidies to cover their teams’ nations to compete. 


logs. 

Jordan's delegation will 
u^ate the OCA Arab state 
members on preparations 
for the Pan- Arab Games and 
urge fellow ministers to 
support the West Asian 
Games. 

They will also meet offi- 
cials from the organising 
committee of the Sydney 
Olympic Games as well as 
Japanese Olympic officials 
charged wi± sports market- 
ing who would be beneficial 
in that aspect of the Pan- 
Arab Games. 

Jordan will also follow up 
on its recent compl^t of 
disqualification firam the 
World Cup handball finals 
where Saudi Arabia took 
first place while Jordan 
came second on points with 
Kuwait and Bahrain. Uie 
organising committee gave 
Kuwait the runner-up spot 
i^er disqualifying Bahi^ 
on a technicality (see sepa- 
rate story on page 11). 

Jordan’s delegation which 
includes 19 officials and 37 
athletes wifi be compettag 
in 1 1 sports: athletics, box- 
ing. bowling, gynmastics. 
judo, karate, shooting, 
squash, swimming. 


weightlifting and taekwon- 
do. 

Jordan will not be taking 
part in teams sports — 
notably soccer, handball and 
baskedrall. 

The national of 

these sports were negatively 
affected after their federa- 
tions bad their share of con- 
troversial issues to deal 
wi±. The basketi^all board 
declined partzcipacioo after 
the freezing of all basketball 
activities following the fed- 
eration’s resignation which 
was retracted at a later 
stage. 

The handball federation 
declined after Jordan 

achieved 9th place among 
1 1 teams at the Arab Cup in 
Cairo. 

Only the soccer event of 
the Bangkok Games has 
commenced with the first of 
around 10,000 athletes and 
officials arriving in 

Bangkok which is gr^>pling 
with a series of problems 
including traffic and health 
scares at the venues and 
hotels. 
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The one and only spectator at the large spectators stand of the gynmasticsveira^- 1&’ 
daogbter of a gymnastics member participating m the 13th ^lan Games, ^cfaes si 
training session at the gymnasium in Muang Tohong Tham, m northern Bai^ok;: 
(AFP photo) 


China wins first off-fieid 
victory over Taiwan 


BANGKOK (R) — China had its first off- 
the-field Asian Games victory over Taiwan 
on Friday when host Thailand decided 
Taipei’s Olympic flag, but not national flag, 
could fly at sports arenas during the event. 

A Thm Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
the action was taken after Beijing formally 
complained in a letter to the ministry that 
Taiwan's national flag, without the manda- 
tory Olmpic rings on it, bad been sighted at 
a number of venues two days before the 
start of the December 6-20 Games. 

Under an Olympic agreement that allows 
both Taipei and China, which regards 
Taiwan as a renegade province, to compete 
in the Games. Tdwan's national flag does 


not fly and the Olympic anthem is played, 
rather than its own anthem. 

At opening and closing ceremopji^-:; 
Tmwan marches under the name Chm^v 
Taipei and carrying a flag with the Olympic., 
rings on it 

"We received a demand that all Taiwan - 
national flags at sports arenas should be 
pulled down,” said Thai Foreign Ministry-' 
spokesman Kobsak Chutikul. 

"In some locations, we have already, 
replaced the national flag with Che Taiwan - 
Olympic flag,” he said. 

Thailand downgraded its relations with. 
Taiwan in 1979 when it established diplo- 
matic relations with China. 


Tlmisians bid for unique 4 
African hat-trick 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Tunisia’s Esperance, 3-1 up 
after the first leg, are 90 minutes away from African soccer 
history when they meet Primiero Agosto of Angola in the 
second leg of the Cup Winners' Cup final on Simday. 

Esperance are seeing to add the Cup Winners’ crown to 
the Champions’ Cup and CAF Cup titles they have won in 
the last four years. Should they accomplish the feat, 
Esperance will be the first dub to win all three of Africa's 
m^jo^ club prizes. 

In comparison four European teams — Ajax Amsterdam, 
Juventus. Barcelona and Bayern Munich have won all 
three European competitions. 

The Tunisians take an experienced squad to the Cidadela 
stadium in Luanda for the return leg, including five players 
who were in the country's squad at the World Cup in 
Prance. 

But they will be aware their two-goal lead will receive a 
severe test from Primiero, who have a good record at ±e 
imposing concrete stadium in the slum district of Luanda 
where a capacity crowd of 50,000 is expected. 

The Angolan side have scored a remarkable 17 goals in 
four matches on their way to their first appearance in an 
African final and have not won a match by less than three 
goals. 

In last month's se mifinal against pie-toumament favouii- 
ties Africa Sports of the Ivory Coast, they came back from 
3- 1 down after the first leg to win the tie 5-3 on aggregate. 

Primiero have six Angolan internationals and two 
Congolese imports in their team. 

Esperance. captained by veteran goalkeeper Chokri El 
Ouaer, have promised an attacking game to try and keep 
Primiero pinned back in their own half throughout the 
game. 

A win for the Tunisian visitors will complete a continen- 
tal double for the North African country tUs year after CS 
Sfaxien's win in the Confederation of African Football 
(CAF) Cup final last Sunday. 

African Cup Winners’ Cup finals since 1975 

Year Winners 

1975 Tonnerre (Cameroon) 

1976 Shooting Stars (Nipria) 

1977 Enugu Rangers (Nigeria) 

1978 Horoya (Guinea) 

1979 Canon Yaounde (Cameroon) 

1980 TP Mazembe (DR Congo) 

1981 Union Douala (Cameroon) 

1982 Arab Contractors (Egypt) 

1983 Arab Contractors (Egypt) 

1984 Al Ahli (Egypt) 

1985 Al Ahli (Egypt) 

1986 Al Ahli (Egypt) 

1987 Gor Mahia (Kenya) 

1988 CA bizerte Tunisia) 

1989 AI Metreikh (Sudan) 

1990 BBC Lions ('Nigeria) 

1 99 1 Power Dynamos (Z^bia) 

1992 Africa Sports (1. Coast) 

1S>93 AI Ahli (Egypt) 

1994 Daring (Tlub (Zaire) 

1995 JS Kabylie (Algeria) 

1996 Arab Contractors (Egypt) 

1997 EtoUe Sahel (Tunisia) 






urooean s 



I i 






ill 




; 












A Thai official tends to the fiame of the 13th Asian Gaines at Sanam Lnang Fhrk 
where it will stay until the start of the Games. The flame will be relayed on Dec. 6 to 
the opening ceremony by more than 200 \'IPs* celebrities and athletes (AFP photo) _ 

Games turn blind eyes to beer ban call 


BANGKOK (R) — Asian Game.s uinduls 
turned a blind eye Friday to a reponed call 
by Thai police for alcohol to be banned at 
sports venues after fans threw bottles onto 
the pitch during a preliminary soccer match. 

Friday's Bangkok Post newsp^ier said 
police had' called for the ban after the arrest 
of several drunken fans during the Thailand- 
Hong Kong fixture. 

*We remain as we are,” Valerie McKenzie, 


a spokeswoman for the Games said of the 
availability of liquor at sports stadiums. 

The newspaper report said police feared 
soccer hooliganism might spread throu^ 
the Dec. 6-20 Games if action was not tak^ 
now 10 ban alcohol. 

The Danish brewer Carisbeig is sponsor- 
ing the Games to the tune of SIO million and 
its beer is on sole at stalls at all venues. 


CINEMA m.-46M144 

phuadeuhia 


Richard Gere .. in 


RED CORKER 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


TEL>463-4144 


TEL:S69923S 


PHILADELPHIA 


Jeff Bridges .. in 

WHITE SQOAIiL 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15, 
8:30. 10,30 


PIJkZA 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
DNIVERSITX' 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


TE1jS934793 


^ CONCORD ^ 

CONCORD “1" 

John Travolta & 

Emma Thompson .. in 

PRHORY COLORS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15,10:30 
concord “2" 

nmNCH KISS 

k Shows: 330/5:30 > 


GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.Jo/Galleria 
Antonio Banderas .. in 


THE MASK 
OF ZORRO 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 830. 10:30 


CtNEMA TEL- 5W479J*'* 

GALLERIA 2 

- 

ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/GaUeria 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows; 3:30, 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


^ ■nniwbra 

TEL- 462515? 

'v 

Watch out for 
the new play 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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„ LOCAL SPORTS SCENE 

lISnSTwins speed test 

y ^ 

f AN4MAN — Jordan’s Yaser Jarrar driving a Renauli 
jTiffbo GT won first place of the second Auto-Sports 
J Complex Speed Test, which was held Friday with 25 
^laceiis taking part in commemoraiion of the late Nazmi 
R i^.Saeed, one of the Kingdom’s sport pioneers, who 
g passed away last month. Amir Najjar achieved second 
f. place while Khaled Sa'i, who won the first speed test, 

/ took third place. The Jordan Press Foundation A1 

g Ra’i and other parries provided trophies, medals and 
awards to the top three winners. 

Football federation to name 
new national team 

} AMMAN — The Technical Committee of the Jordan 
Football Association is preparing a proposed project 
for a mechanism to reshuifie the national team and 
study the trmning situarion after the federation can- 
cell^ contracts of several trainers. A preliminary list 
iof the resfaufiPle will be submitted today which will 
f include 40 players from the national team, as well as 
[7 the tinder-23 and under- 19 categories. 

'Jordan might host media seminar 

^ AMMAN — Jordan and Egypt were nominated to 
} host a media seminar held by the Arab Table Tennis 
j Federation during next March or April 1999. Around 
20 participants form Arab countries are expected to 
take part in the event. 

Football Association to meet clubs 

^ AMMAN — The Jordan Football Association will 
^ SOCHI discuss the possibility of holding a joint meeting 
with the presidents of the seven Premier League clubs 
t to discuss distributing proceeds and marketing cham- 
|pbnships. The meeting comes after the clubs’ objec- 
on rile previous method in which the federation 
i^ded to market the 1998 league through a consor- 
in line with a JD300,000 contract. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 



World Cup 

euphoria 

triggers 

record 

French 

crowds 


PARIS (R) — World Cup 
euphoria has triggered 
record attendances at 
French clubs this season. 

Nearly three million peo- 
ple watched first division 
matches between August 
and November, up more 
than 500,000 on fast sea- 
son, according to league 
statistics published Friday. 

Olympique Marseille's 
Velodrome, whose capacity 
was increased by a third to 
60,000 for the World Cup, 
had the highest average 
rate of 52,780 and the 
biggest crowd of the sea- 
son, 56,346, for the visit of 
Paris St. Germain last 
Sunday. 

Marseille’s average rate 
is higher than the accumu- 
lated average for France’s 
six least popular first divi- 
sion teams that include 
Monaco, AJ AaTerre and 
Bastia. 

It is also some 10.000 
greater than PSG, who 
have averaged 42.225 at 
their 48,500-capacity Parc 
des Princes stadium. 

The average league rate 
is 19,728 per match so far 
this season, the siatisiics 
show. 

RC Lens, on the verge of 
a place in the European 
Cup quarter-finals, are the 
thi^ biggest crowd-pullers 
with an average rate of 
34,564. France won their 
first World Cup on July 12 
in Paris, beating Brazil 3-0 
in the final. 
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vitalised Juventus and Lazio 


laeet in crunch clash 
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T^E (R) — Italian 
ClnmpiDns Juventus and 
Italian Cup holders Lazio. 
60th. revitalised by good 
isid-week perfbnnances, 
meet in a crunch clash at 
the Stadio Delle Alpi in 
Tvm on Sunday. 

Both sides have been in 
poor form in recent league 
matches with Juventus los- 
ing two of their last four 
games and wi^ Lazio los- 
riiree of their last five. 
Ust Sunday, Juventus 
veie humbled in a 3-0 
defeat . by Bologna while 
Lazio were held to a 3-3 
draw in their Rome derby 
Roma, conceding 
goals to their city 

CQQsins. 

tampions Juventus 
coiK;.mto Sunday’s game 
place, four points 
leaders Fiorendna 
'vhfle visitors Lazio are 
lOifa, eight points behind 
die lead^. 

Both Juventus coach 
Ma^llo Lij^i and his 
counterpart. Swede 
Eriksson, however. 
J^eve that the worst is 
%biod them now, taking 
for good mid-week 
performances. 

Oo Wednesday, Juventus 
their postponed 
^|flmpions League tie 
Jpfti • 1\iikish side 

palaiasaray 1-1 in 
i^^nbul wUle on Thursday 
^0 beat Inter Milan 2-1 
^ ah Italian Cup quarter 

4T?.:Said on Friday: “I 
satisfied with our 
‘nonstration of solidity 
^Hi'sireiigth in Istanbul. I 
impression that 
^. are whole lor of peo- 
P^-aroiad me just waiting 
w write the words “end the 
f®®; alongside the name 
Juventus. 

H(»evM we’ve every 
nientiob of putting off that 
long as possible and 
S: -more- -we’re cofi- 
we can do so.” 
Sweden Sven Eriksson 
took comfort fiom 
^o's:Cnp-.win against 

ir^^re on' the way back. 
“ con^rinced that we’re 


finally heading in the right 
direction but we must now 
play well in Turin to round 
off a positive week for us.” 

Juventus. without long- 
term injury victim 
.Alessandro Del Kero, con- 
tinue to field the makeshift 
strike force of Filippo 
Inzaghi, partnered by 
Frenchman Jocelyn 

Blanchard replaces Lnjui^ 
Dutchman ^gar Davids 
alongside compatriot 
Didier Deschamps. Angelo 
Di Livio and Anionio 
Come. 

Gianluca Pessotto drops 
back from midfield to left 
back to replace suspended 
Yugoslav Zoran Mirkovic 
while reserv'e goalkeeper 
Michelangelo RampuUa 
comes in for the injured 
Angelo Penizzi. 

Lazio, as usual this sea- 
son, have injury problems 
with Czech Pavel N^ved 
the latest to join an injury 
list that includes strikers 
Christian Vieri and Croat 
Alen Boksic as well as 
Australian midfielder Paul 
Okon and Portughese 


defender Fernando Couto 
while Yugoslav defender 
Sinisa Mihajlovic is sus- 
pended. 

Roberto Mncini and 
Chilena Maicelo Salas 
continue to lead the Lazio 
attack while Italian inter- 
national defender 

Alessandro Nesta may 
return to feature in his first 
Serie .A game since injur- 
ing himself in the opening 
minutes of Italy's first 
round game against Austria 
at France'98. 

Nesta made his come- 
back in the cup tie against 
Inter on Thursday, coming 
on at halftime to give an 
authoritative second half 
performance. 

The record books holds 
out little hope for Lazio, 
however, since the Rome 
club has won only five out 
of 55 league games played 
against Juventus in Turin. 

Last season, too. Lazio 
fared badly against 
Juventus. losing 2-i in 
Turin in December and l-O 
in Rome in April. 


_ RErsinr 

A s^ndfloor flat, part of a villa, with an area of 200 sq.m. 

of two large bedrooms, two complete bathrooms, 
L-shaped sitting and dining room, two large verandas, cen- 
tral heating, private entrance, and separate telephone. 

Possibility of fixing a dish. 

5680131 



A specializing in m^nanre services is 

for the post of MIS officer. TNs rs a challenging joh 
SSlvS^g within a dynamic team environmeni 

interested awrlii^^should.^^^ degree (preferable) 

* In computer science trom a reputable university; 

. Have rninimum 2 years experience in software 

devetopment 

• Be inqui^tive and willing to learn. 

Be a seif-starter with a pleasant character: 

• Be willing to work as a member of a team and 

* always keep a smite on his/her face. 
Anniicants^wld send a copy of their CVs, no later than 

fa te foe following address: 

• p.O- 

^mrviori 

fr9X-= 

Women encouraged to apply 


Jordan adamant on stand 
in handball controversy 

Hamdan threatens to resign from Asian federation 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Kingdom Friday announced 
that it would freeze membership in the Asian 
Handball Federation (AHF1 if the Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA) fails to issue a fair ruling 
regarding Jordan's recent “unjust disqualifica- 
tion” from the World Championship finals. 

Jordan Handball Federation (JHF) President 
Sari Hamdan reiterated that Jordan wa.s firm in 
its stand and que.si for a fair solution as it had 
officially qualified to the finals which will be 
held in Egypt next June. 

“There was a complete disregard to internal 
regulations and norms. If that continues we have 
no option but to freeze membership in the AHF. 1 
will aJ.so 'submit my resignation from the AHF.” 
Hamdan told reporters at a press conference 
Friday. 

The issue emerged at the West Asian qualifiers 
where hosts Saudi Arabia took first place, while 
Jordan come runner up and officially qualified. 


However, follow'ing Jordan’s 32-19 w'in over 
Bahrain, the technietd committee of the champi- 
onship announced that Kuwait qualified as run- 
ner up when Bahrain’s results were cancelled due 
to technicality in their fuial match against Jordan. 

The technical committee scrapped Bahrain’.s 
results at the championship citing that Bahrain 
had handed Jordan the win by pa.ssive play tn the 
second half. 

“Bahrain did not pull out nor did it hand us the 
win. On the contrary, they were trying hard to 
narrow the gap.*' Hamdan said. 

“The technical committee of any championship 
does not have the authority to take decisions but 
should leave that to the federation. Similarly 
Asian or international regulations do not stipulate 
cancelling the entire results of a team but rather 
considering a withdrawing team os loser by a 10- 
0 score,” 

Hamdan also pointed out that the Slovenian 
referees of the match did not advise that Bahrain 
had a technical error but it was rather the techni- 


cal committee who took that decision single- 
handedly. 

Jordan hu.s since lodged a complaint with the 
OCA which meets under the chairmanship of 
Sheikh .Ahmad A1 Fohd AI Subah on Dec. 9 on 
the sidelines of the Asian Games which open in 
Bangkok Sunday. 

Hamdan said if the OCA fails to issue a fair rul- 
ing, the matter would be appealed with the World 
Handball Federation. 

Hamdan said Jordan now had a ranking on the 
map of Asian Handball after recent activit) on 
the club and national team levels. Furthermore, 
be stressed that the men’s and women's teams 
were training hard for the upcoming Pan-Arab 
Games in Amman. 

Bahrain has meanwhile lodged an appeal with 
the OCA and the World Handball Federation cit- 
ing “injustice to the Bahraini team” which had 
players suspended in their mutch again.st Jordan 
before the technical committee cancelled their 
results. 


Sulayyem clinches Dubai Rally in style 

Bustami sixth, as three Jordanians compiete raiiy 


DUBAI (J.T.) — 

Mohammad Bin Sulayyem 
maintained his dominance of 
the Dubai International Rally 
Friday by winning his home 
event Rm* the ( Ith time in 14 
years, while fellow UAE dri- 
ver Sheikh Abdullah Al 
Qassimi clinched his first 
Middle East success. 

Jordan's Bashar Bustami 
marked his return after a six- 
montii lay-off by finishing 
sixth in his Nfitsubishi 
Lancer, ahead of the rally's 
fastest Formula Two driver, 
Roger Feghali. the Lebanese 
national champion who rev- 
elled in his first overseas 
eveoL 

. 'Hiree of the five Joedf^an 
entries also made it 10 the 
finish line. Fans Bustami fin- 
ished 9tb and Lee Ourui i6th. 

Jordan's 1^7 champion 
Mohammad Daoud quit the 
rally on the first day with 
mechanciol trouble. Amm ar 
Haddad, who was ISth on 
the first day. did not firush 
the rally. 

Completing an emphatic 
sian-to-flnish victory, 
Sulayyem rounded off his 
tenth Mid^e East 
Championship winning sea- 
son in style to underline his 
supremacy in the regional 
series. And Al Qas.simi made 
it a UAE championship dou- 
ble, finishing fourth overall 
to overtake Aussie. Ron 
Cremen, and clinch the 
Middle East Group N title 
for production cars. 

After recording the fastest 
time in 13 of the event's 16 
special stages, the Arab 
World's No. 1 driver was 
first back to the Rally HQ, at 
the Al Bustan Rotana Hotel, 
seven minutes and 35 sec- 
onds clear of his closest chal- 
lenger, the UAE's Rashid 
Ben Ghurab. 

“It was a very good rally 
for me,” he said. “I love the 


new stages. Th^* made it 
very easy for people to go 
and watch. I’m very happy 
for Ford that we won six out 
of six events this year to keep 
our (00 per cent record 
through the season.” 

Ghurab completed a mem- 
orable perfommnee to finish 
second, powering 

Sulayyem's former Ford 
Escorty Coswortii ahead of 
Al Qas.srmi in the tenth stage, 
and then moving past Michel 
Saleh in the 14th stage for 
the runners-up spot 

While Sulayy^ cruised to 
victoiy. Ghurab set the 
fastest time on two sia^s 
Friday, increasing the pres- 
sure .on Saleh as the route 
took them from Dubai Creek 
and the Murmon district into 
the Al Dhaid area for the first 
lime. And as Ghur^ turned 
up the beat he snatched sec- 
ond place when the UAE- 
based Lebanese driver suf- 
fered a punture and stalled 
his engine after a titanic 
straggle. 

But there was no catching 
Sulayyem, wheree Ford 
World Rally Car remained in 
total control to earn his 46tb 
international vicicwy. 

enhancing his srattis as the 
world's most successftii dri- 
ver in FIA championship ral- 
lying. 

Held under the patronage 
of Sfaeikb Ahmad Ben Saeed 
.Al Maktoum. fnesidem of 
Dubru Civil Aviation 

Department, the rally is 
organised by the Automobile 
and Touring Club foi the 
UAE. the national motor 
sport authority. 

Dubai Ports Authority and 
Jebal All Reez Zone were 
the official sponsors, with 
Danka Kodak official sui^U- 
ers of photocopiers and 
Emirates computers official 
suppliers of computers. 
Ghozal Al Wadi 'Towing 



Fans cheer for UAE ace Mobamniad Ben Sulayyem during the final day of the Dubai 
rally, Friday, the last leg of the regional series. Sulayyem, already the Middie East 
champion, won his home event for a record 11th time ahead of Dubai driver Rashid 
Ben Ghurab. Sheikh Abdullah AJ Qassimi of Sharjah in fourth place became the 
Group N champion, while Cy'priot driver Nearcbos Nearcbou won the Formula 2 title 
(AFP photo) 


Services (GTSi also provid- 
ed vital support. 

The biggest smile of the 
day belonged to Al Qassimi 
wbo finished one place 
ahead of his season-long 
rival Cremen In fifth to 
clinch the Group N title and 
complete a UAE clean sweep 
of the leading four places in 
the Dubai event. 

Trailing the 1996 Group N 
champion by just one point 
going into Dubai Rally, 
Qassimi took advantage of 
home knowledge of finish 
with a comfortable six- 
minute cushion and decide 
one of the r??ost dramatic bat- 


tles ever seen for a Middle 
East rally title. 

•Tm very pleased, winning 
my fust Middle East title is a 
new feeling.” said Qassimi. 
“I had a perfect rally and 
everything went well. 
Yesterday, we pushed very 
hard to build up a good lead 
over Ron and today I just 
concentrated on winning the 
Group N uile.” 

Cremen's consolation was 
that he pipped .Al Qassimi for 
second spot in the overall 
standings in the Middle East 
Championship. 

There was high drama in 
the chase for the re&ion's 


Formula Two crown, with 
Nearchous Nearchou over- 
coming horrendous mechan- 
ical problems to crawl across 
the finish line to clinch the 
title. 

Second day ca.sualties 
included Au.strion veteran 
Rudi Stohl. wbo was foreed 
to retire on the day's second 
stage when his .Audi’s engine 
burst into flames. The his- 
toric cars' only second day 
starter, a Ford GT 350 driven 
by Paul Kane, battled its way 
to the finish to pa\ e the way 
for the new categoiy' to blos- 
som in next season's Middle 
East Championship. 


GREAT OFFER 


AUDI (4), 1,800cc, duty paid, perfect condition, 
18,000 km, fully equipped 
(+ A/C, ABS, airbag, sunroof). JD25,000. 
Please call 5538085/6 <9:00 a.m. -4:30 p.m.} 



T'/k IntematiomCScfiooC 

Of efioucifat - Summon 

is looking for a 

Motivated, Career Oriented Person 

to work with tfte student lite oiganization 
The successful candidate must : 

O Hold 3 Universi^ degree. 

® Possess excellent command of English. 

® Be interested & enthusiastic in working with 
students. 

O Be computer literate. 

Please apply to the directt»r at the following 

Fm# 591811 before Dec. 9lh 

Interriaws wBi be heU between Dec. 10 -14th, 1S&S 


MIKHI STORES - SWEIFIEH 
TOYS - GIFTS - STATIONERY 


20% DISCOUNT 

starting today until 24/12/98 

BIG SURPRISE!!! purchase the value of JD20 
or more to join the raffle for 
TWO TICKETS AMMAN-LONDON-AMMAN 
plus accommodation for one week. 

Results on 26/12/1998. 
"Incooperation with SARA TOURS” 


TeL 

Fax 


4645654 

4645709 



MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Sweifieh Business Area - Mikhi Center - Tel. 5865652 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

FAX: 

5696183 


Catini CtetXU Qotir Oi^lSCAiAS Sho^tM 

nm 

^NASSAR BOOKSHOP 

Toys - Gifts - XMAS Decorations 
A large Selection Of XMAS Cards St Stationery.' 
Situated in Sweifieh- Beside Zuhrab 
£^^^kOpposhe Zanbaqa Supermarket 

TELEFAX 5812621 












12 N e ws 
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U.S. mulls using Palestinian airport 


LOD (AP) — TTk United 
Stales is considering whether 
^eskient Ginton wUl land at 
the newly opened Palestinian 
aiiport later dds month, a U.S. 
official said Thursday. Israel 
fears sudi a move would boost 
Palestinian sovereignty claims. 

Clinton is to arrive in Israel 
on Dec. 12 and is to fly to the 
Gaza Strip on Dec. 14 to usher 
in the serand stage of the 
River land-fbr-securi^ agree- 
ment fie helped negcttiaie. 

A Qinton landing ai Gaza 
Intw matinnal, which Opened 
last week as part of the agree- 
ment, had b^n considered by 
die White House. 

David Bar-Illan, a senior 
adviser to Mme Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, said 
eailiCT Thursday that the Israeli 
government felt a presidential 


landing in Goza “was tanta- 
mount v> recogniring 
[Palesdnian] sovereignly.” 
scKnediing Israel rejects. 

However. Bar-Hl^ said lat^ 
that Israel had not officially 
requested that Ginton refrain 
using the airstrip. 

The U.S. officlaL who spoke 
on conditkm of anonymity, 
said Ginttn's travel plans had 
not been finalised. Tte official 
said the administration was 
considering the Israeli con- 
cerns. 

The Palestinians consider the 
aiipoit. their first gateway to 
the wprid, a strong symbol of 
fledgling independence. The 
airport (^lened after more than 
two years of disputi^ between 
Israel and the Palestinians over 
secuihy coDsideradnis. 

For now. Israel's government 


does not permit Israeli citizens 
to use the airport, citing securi- 
ty concmis. 

An Israeb* charter flight from 
Ben Guiion lotemational 
Airport to Gaza International 
was cancelled Thursday after 
the defence ministry imposed 
restrictions on who could fly. 

The fli^t was to have car- 
ried Israeli legislaiOTS. peace 
acti^ts and dozens of journal- 
ists wbo were to have been 
greeted at the Gaza airpoit 
Palestiniaa President Yasser 
ArafiaL 

The I^lators spoke on 
their cellular {riiones to 
Defence Minister '^Itzhak 
Mordechai to uy to persuade 
him to resdnd his deciricxL 

The government offered to 
let the lawmakers fly. but with 
only 10 journalists, one-fourtii 


the number signed up for tbe 
flight and without the 30 
peace activists who oiganised 
the trip. 

The 13 lawmakers, repre- 
senting both opporitioQ and 
coalition parties, aigued heat- 
edly before deciding not to go. 

Arafat's security chief in the 
Gaza Strip, Mohammad 
Dahlaa who had been waiting 
for the ^ositots at Gaza 
International, was disqipoint- 
ed. 

"The aim of this plane trip to 
Gaza today was to support 
peace, to build strong confi- 
dence between the two peoples 
and to give more support to foe 
peace process." IMilan said. 
Tt loolu to us that this govem- 
ment doesn't want this to be.’’ 


Syria, Iraq stress rights to 
Euphrates, Tigris waters 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
and Iraq stressed during talks 
m Damascus on Thursday thefr 
l^al and historical rights to 
foe w^eis ^ the 
Euphrates and Tgds liveis 
flow to both countries 
from Tuik^. officials said. 

They said Syrian firigation 
Miniaeis Abdul-Rahman 
Madam and his haqp counter- 
part Mahmoud Uyab Al 
Ahmad also discussed how to 
promote cooperation in irriga- 
tion. 

'The two minisreis stressed 
that water should be used as a 
method to promote cooperar 


tian and frioHlship among foe 
force countries ^late the 
rivers, Syria, fiaq and Turkey." 
one of^'al said 
'The two ministers also 
stressed the historical and legal 
rigl^ of Syria and Iraq to tiie 
waters of foe Eu^forates and 
Tigris," be added 
The offidal said foe minis- 
teis i^eed to resume meetings 
of foe j(foit Syiian-Ir^ 
hrigatioQ Committee to dis- 
cuss issues related to water- 
sharing in accordance wifo 
intern ational law. 

Syria and Iraq had invited 
Ihrirey to resume participation 


in regular meetings to solve 
water-sharii^ pr^lems but 
Ankara — whrcb has boy- 
cotted them for several years 
— had not responded so far. 
dipkmatssaid 

The invitation was od^nally 
made at the end of talks 
between Syrian and Iraqi water 
experts in tiie Iraqp capital in 
SqMembeL 

Officials said foe Baghdad 
meeting e?qpfessed coDcem at 
Turkey's construction of a 
series of dams on these livas 
without consulting down- 
stream countries Syria and 
Iraq. 


Amnesty urges Syria to free activist 


BEIRUT (Rl — Human rights 
watdidog Amnesty 

latEznational has urged foie 
Syrian government to free an 
atliog Palestinian political 
activist wfoo has been in jafl 
rince 1966. 

“AmnesQ' International is 
ccniceined at foe serious deted- 
ocation in foe health of long- 
term detainee Abd Al M^id 
Zaghmout. and ui^ foe 
S\*rian government to unmedi- 


atriy release him," the group 
said in a statement issu^ cn 
Thursday. 

'The prisoaer was recently 
diagnos^ whfa cancer and 
needs urgent and specialise 
treatment," foe statement 
added. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Syrian 
authorities. 

Amnesty said foe 54-ye^- 
dd Zaghmout arrested in 


1966, was the loogesr serving 
political prisons: in Syria. He 
is a member of Palestinian 
President Yasso* Arafat's Paldi 
fktiCHl. 

The group said Za^nnrait 
was sentenced to death by a 
militaiy court on diarges of 
Idlling a Palestinian gwrrina 
leader but has lernained in jail 
despite a 1989 tuling by 
Syria's defence minisixy to 
release him. 


Egypt 

draws fire 
from rights 
groups 

CAIRO fR) — Egypt's arrest 
of human limits activist Hafez 
Abu Seda chew more protests 
on Rdday from international 
hinnan rights gtoiqs around 
the world. 

London-based Amnesty 
Intemational and New Yrak- 
based H uman Rights Watch 
were amraig foe I^est otj^ni- 
sations to add tfteir voices to a 
chorus of dismay over Abu 
Se^’s deterfoon. 

Human Ri^its \^^tcb said 
in a statement reedved on 
Friday that it had written to 
I^^ident Hosni Mifoaiak 
ovt 7 what its executive direc- 
ts' fix foe Mddle East and 
Norfo Africa Haniry M^ally. 
described as a shocking devel- 
qmieiiL 

'The government should be 
investigating and prosecuting 
uxturers in foe police and 
security forces, not sendiDg 
human rights activists te 
prisoa" Me^y .said. 

Abu Seda was detained on 
Tbesdav. 





HAPPY HOUR 

Drinks at 

UNBEATABLE PRICES 

l-3am Mon & Hiu 8:30pm-10:30pm ev er y ni ght 

LADIES NIGHT 

Every Saturday Night ladies 
First Drink is on the house. 

SET MENU NIGHT 

3 coarse meals ev er y ni ght 

12.500 JD++ 








Restaurant & Bar 


Entertainment Center- Abdoun 
Sheraton 


For Resenmtions CaU TEL: 5934768 / 5934794 Mobile 573350 



Santa Gaos effigjes appear to be climbing die oatside of an office building in down- 
town Stuttgart on Friday. The mannequins were hung as part of the upcoming festive 
season (AF photo) 


Iraq asks Annan to curb 
UNSCOM intelligence links 


(Conthmed from page 1 ) 

Ritter said UNSCOM 
sou^ infonnatioQ from 
Israeli, U.S. and British intel- 
ligence agencies as part of 
cflbits to unravel he 
called an elaborate Iraqi 
'"concealment mechanism." 

Aziz asked Annan to '^lace 
controls to prevent repetition 
of such prances and {xotect 
ihe information which is 
taken from Iraq and that foeir 
use should be granted by you 
or the Security Council.'' 

He also repeated an earlier 
request that Annan revise the 
composition of UNSCOM, 
which be said was mostly 
com^sised of “officers from 
.American and British intelli- 
gence and... armies." 

“The presence of these 
I people] In the cormnissirai, 
in fight of the continued 
American and British threat 


of military action on Iraq, 
creates a dangerous situa- 
tion." 

Meanwhile, the Russian 
Foreign Ministry on Friday 
announced that Aziz will visit 
Moscow next week for Miles 
with foe Russian govemment 
on ways of lifting U J^. sanc- 
tions on Baghdad. 

A ministry official said 
Ariz would arrive on Sunday 
and meet Prime Minster 
Yevgeny Primakov as well as 
E^ign Minister Igor Ivanov 
on Monday. 

Butler; who arrived in 
Moscow on Thursday, was to 
meet Ivanov later on Friday 
for talks on Iraq. A U.N. offi- 
cial said Butler wcxiJd leave 
Moscow (» Saturday. 

The Russian Fneign 
Ministry said in a statement 
that Aziz would be discuasing 
tbe situation In Iraq, particu- 
larly in foe context of prqia- 


r^ons for a comprehensive 
U.N. review of Iraq’s 
progress in dismantling its 
weapons of mass destructiotL 

Russia, France and China 
have made clear that they 
would like to see the Security 
Council review acknowledge 
Iraqi efforts so that li^ 
sanctions iir^iosed on Iraq 
after its 19^ invasion of 
Kuwait can be eased or lifted. 

But tile United States and 
Britain, the other two veto- 
bolding Security Council 
members, have they still 
see tbe lifting of sanctions as 
some way off. 

Tbe foreign ministry said 
Aziz's talks would also cover 
RussiaD particqiadoii in the 
U.N.-supervised oiJ-for-food 
programme, under winch 
Iraq is allowed to export 
some oil and use the proceeds 
to iii^xxt food and medi- 
cines. 


Israel steps up pressure on PNA 


(Coatmued from 1) 

The I^destirdaD rahim»t and 
(lie PLO Executive Committee 
Mere later Friday to di g e ws 
procedures for convening the 
I^ilestinian National Oundl 
( PNC), the ^lestinians* pailia- 
ment-in-exile. on Dec. 14. 

On that day. tile PNC and the 
I Hher groiqis are to “reaffino" a 
lL*tter to Ptesidem Clinton in 
u liich Arafat dedaies that 
clauses of tbe PLO founding 
charter calling for Israel's 
licsliuctioo are null and vc^ 

A Palestinian university stu- 
ilcnt who participated in that 
attack and seized the soldier’s 
M-16 assault rifle h^ 
.irreaed. a senior Palestinian 
•tlVicials^ today. 

Albri^ spoke whh 
Neto^abu by phone Thursday 
iti discuss the latest crisis, 
^^hich came 9 week before 
C'linton's arrivri Dec. 12 to 
oveirsee the second pha% of the 

ix.oceacctxd. 

State Dqiartment 

spokeaioan James Rubb had 
■.ritidsed the Israeli suspension 
;uid called for implementation 
uf the "Wife River accord s 
Nigned. 

After the caianet move, the 
liurd-lioe National Religious 
Puny announced h would 
withdraw its support for a bill 
In dissolve the p^ameni and 
ciill new elections. 

David Bar Netanyahu's 


polk^ advisee, said the Israrii 
leader told Albright that 
Israd’s coDditions for lenew- 
ii^ the handover of West Bank 
teuitoiy to the Palestinians 
were not new. 

Netanyahu s^s he will only 
be satis^ by a pubte dedaxa- 
ticxi by Arafat that the 
Palestinians are dre^jping plans 
to declare statehood in May 
and tiiatih^ accept Isael's cri- 
teria for tbe release of 
Palestinian {xisoners. 

Those prisoners plan to 
beg^ a hunger strike Saturday 
to press titefr demands for fiee^ 
dotn. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon was 10 leave this week- 
end Jbr me ering s jn 

Washington with Albright and 
senitt' Gintcxi administration 
officials. 

In other developments 

Friday, Palestinians briefly 
clashed wifo Jewish seuleis 
and Israeli troops in two land 
protests. 

In one incident near the 
Jewish settlement of Atoret, 
about 50 Palestinians from the 
village of Umm Safe blocked 
an access road with rocks and a 
washing machine to prt ye y i the 
e.'qxopdatkm of village land. 
Palestinians stoned a settler 
bus. but no one was huit 

the Bank village 
of Turmus Ayya, some 100 
Ptiestinians held Muslim 
prayers on land slated for con- 


fiscation by Israel Four Jewish 
settlers fir^ in the air, and tbe 
Palestinians gradually Hi^- 
persed. 

A ^limiiiacy Israeli army 
investigation into Vfednesday's 
incident near Ramallah has 
found that the soldi^ under 
attack. QpL Assaf Meyara, 19. 
should have fired on his 
assailants, foe Yediot Abronoi 
daily said. 

Howevo; the army 
^>okesman's office said thar 
alfoough Meyera did violate 
army {xocedure by carrying a 
yreapcMi foat was tmlnafbH the 
investigation was still ongtfoig 
as to vfoefoer be should have 
loaded it and opened fire. 

Meyera’s mother has been 
taken aback by tbe surge of 
public criticism of her son for 
not uring his guiL 

Tt basically makes me feel 
foat th^ prefer havin g him 

open fire and end iq> dead — a 

hoo." Lisa Me^ra told 
Associated Pcss Television 
News. 

In Gaza Thursday, 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Aiafrit called the three Israeli 
cabinet demands “an attempt 
jo avt^ honest and accurate 
implementation of what was 
agreed upon." 

"I wouldn't have been sur- 
prised if tbe founh ooidition 
would have been for us to ring 
the Israeli national anfoem," 
Tiin rmiariced. 
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Jilt^ groom 
rents bride 

BUOIARE^T fAP) 
Whien a young Romimia* 
mao was jilted days before 
his wedding, his femilv 
decided to rent a bode 
the wedding had been rij. 
celled, tbe family wobW 
have lost the hundi^ of 
dollars it had spent 
days, foe “bride,” a cl^. 
hood friend * named 
Mariana, rehearsed Uik$ 
arid practiced the ceremony 
with the groom for ^ 
promised $100 fee. But 
only two-thirds of- tbe 
guests came, and some, 
surprised by tbe new brith' 
weren't as generous as 
expected and consequendy, 
Mariana received only $ 3 ! 
Now Lucian has fallen for 
her and wants the marn agp 
to last * 

Five-year-old 
camel jockey 
to go borne 

DUBAI (R) — A five-year 
old Bangladeshi boy, 
allegedly kidnapped and 
brought to the United Arab 
Emirates to work- as~ a 
camel jock^, is>to be 
triated after he from a 

camel and broke a leg^ a 
newspaper rqxaied 'og 
Friday. A Ban^adesbi 
man, who is alleged to 
have brought the boy to tfe 
UAE as his son with a false 
passport has been arrestei 
by police in the Gulf Arab 
state. Boys between five 
and 10 years old aic 
recruited as camel jock^ 
in the UAE. Camel racii^ 
is big business LQ the UAE, 
with cars and thousands of 
dollars as prizes -for tbe 
winners. 

Iceman carried 
laxatives with him 



ta|6stini3i 


-V : -.N 


•£P\ 


•s nr>:'-r . ■ 

.vjpji.'t-'" ‘V •" 

l-.iairk:.' '"jT _ . 

[JplV. 

' 't-- 


LONDON (R) Tlr 
5,300-year-oId corps: 
found perfectly preserved |r 
. in a Tyrolean glacier 
years ago, probably^i^ 
natural laxatives and 
antibiotics. Experts have 
discovered he had iniesti’ 
nal worms which could 
have caused diantoea and 
stomach pain. Two walon^ 
sized objects tied to a 
leather thong that 
found with 1 ^ body were 
the fruit of Pipioporus 
betuUnus, a fungus foat has 
antibiotic properties. “Tbe 
discoveij,' of tbe fiiogus 
suggests that foe Ice 
was aware of his intestinal 
parasites and fou^t tiieni 
with measured doses ^ 
Piproporus bemlinus." srid 
Capasso. Professor Luigi 
Capasso. au anthropologic 
at the National 
Archeological Museum in 
Cbieti, Itdy. 
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11 -year-old 

becomes mother 

BUDAPEST (R) — An H- 
year-old Hungarian girl 
gave birth to a -healthy 
baby girl Friday morning, 
becoming foe country'^ 
youngest mofoer* 

Hungarian news agency 
MTl said. The father of the 
new-born is 17, while the 
maternal grandfather is^ 
years old and the grai^ 
mother is 31, it said. MTI 
added that poUce were 
investigating in foe case, as 
Hungary's criminal code 
considers sex wifo minore 
of less than 1 2 years as a 
violent criminal offence. 

Houston junks 
error-ridden guide 

HOUSTON (R) " ^ 
booklet advising youi^ 
people about Houstons 
city programmes and aval* 
able education facilities 
was so riddled 
spelling and grammatics 
eirors it had to be ihro^ 
out, city ■ officials 
Thursday. ' Words mis- 
spelled in - foe 14-pai^ 
.brochure for tbe Tbxas cii) 
included “library," “teaej' 
es" and “national. “An 
to Houston Mayor Lj® 
Brown said that , 
2.500 copies printed, oni) 
a small number bad 
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